
Friends at New Life Church, 

Blessings this Maundy Thursday! I will miss gathering with you this evening as is our 
usual custom on this day, but I'm sending you a devotional as a way of uniting all of us 
in corporate reflection and prayer this day. Attached is a collection of reflective 
questions for reading John 13, that great narrative of Jesus' last evening with his 
disciples as he approached the cross. I hope that God will use this passage and our 
scattered but unified reading of it to knit our hearts together in Jesus' love. 

If you're looking for some additional sources for encouragement in these especially 
difficult times, I'd recommend a special series of meditations being released online by 
Rev. Timothy Keller. A longtime pastor at the heart of New York City speaking from one 
of the places most devastated by the pandemic, Keller is beginning a series called 
"Trusting God in Difficult Times." Here is a link to the first installment in the series, and 
on that page you can subscribe to receive notifications of future talks. 

https://gospelinlife.com/trusting-god-in-difficult-times/?utm_source=Gospel+in+Life+–
+Store+Newsletter&utm_campaign=205e2cab3a-Gospel_in_Life-Mediation-Video-
Series-
April-8&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_32037765bd-205e2cab3a-101970137&mc_ci
d=205e2cab3a&mc_eid=cbd44f5e5a 

Holy Week Blessings, 

Terry Maner 

Pastor, New Life Church 
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Reflections for Maundy Thursday 
April 9, 2020 

While we are unable to gather for a Maundy Thursday service this year, I invite you to 
take some time that day, as well as on Good Friday, to reflect upon the significance of 
Jesus’ last acts during his last days, especially as we find ourselves in this dispersed 
state this year. 

Maundy Thursday is a Holy Day that is part of Holy Week on which Christians 
remember Jesus’ washing the disciples’ feet and the Last Supper. The word “Maundy” 
comes from a latin word meaning “commandment” or “mandate,” and this day is labeled 
thus because it was on this evening that Jesus gave his mandate, his “new 
commandment” to the disciples to “love one another.” 

Pray that God will open the eyes of your heart to hear His word to you this day. 

Read John 13. Pause for a few minutes, letting what you just read sink in a little. Then 
read John 13 at least one more time. 

1. What is the setting for what is taking place in this passage? (v. 1) 

2. What is the significance of “the Feast of the Passover”? (If you’re not sure, listen to 
or view the message for last Sunday, April 5, 2020) What event does this feast 
recall, and why might John want us to know this? 

3. There are several things going on “behind the scenes,” insider information that John 
provides because it is important to the story. What does Jesus know? What has the 
devil done? (vs. 1-3) 

4. What did Jesus do because of what he knew? Why is that surprising? (vs. 4-5) 

5. Close your eyes, put yourself in the upper room that night, and imagine Jesus 
approached you to wash your feet. What would that have been like for you?  

6. Still imagining yourself there, with Jesus washing your feet, what is Jesus displaying 
about himself and his identity in doing this?  

7. Note the interaction with Peter. What do Peter’s responses tell you about what he is 
missing in Jesus’ actions and responses? (vs. 6-11) 

8. Jesus put on his outer garments, resumed his place at the table, then began 
teaching them about the significance and meaning of what he had just done. What 
was Jesus doing and teaching the disciples in this act of washing their feet? (vs. 
12-17) 



9. Verses 18-30 describe the betrayal underway and the disciples disturbed curiosity 
about it. Why does Jesus share this with the disciples? How does Jesus’ 
relationship with and recent actions towards Judas impact the power and pain of 
Jesus’ last days? 

10. Compare verse 27 with verse 2 above. What is the impact of your thinking about the 
betrayal and the events that follow to hear of Satan’s/the devil’s involvement? What 
does Jesus’ knowledge of what was happening tell you about Satan’s control of the 
events taking place? 

11. Having just seen his friend, his betrayer depart, what is at the forefront of Jesus 
mind? (vs. 31-32) What does this say about the consuming passion of Jesus’ life? 

12. Noting the tender affection Jesus is demonstrating in the midst of this awful hour 
(“little children”), where is Jesus is going that the disciples cannot come with him? (v. 
33) 

13. What is the “new commandment” that Jesus is giving the disciples? What is “new” 
about it, given Jesus previous teaching about loving others, loving enemies, etc.? 
What is it about the love that Jesus is commanding that makes it unique? (vs. 34-35) 

14. How does Jesus love Peter before he departs? How does Jesus both encourage 
and expose Peter through his replies? (vs. 36-38) 

15. Think about this event, Jesus’ last evening with the disciples before going to the 
cross. What do you learn about Jesus through a) his knowledge, b) his actions, and 
c) his words?  

16. What questions does this narrative make you ask about yourself? How do Jesus’ 
actions and words encourage you, expose you, or entice you to embrace his “new 
commandment”? 

17. On this particular Maundy Thursday & Good Friday, sequestered in your homes 
alone or with but a few family or friends, what does this portion of Jesus’ journey to 
the cross in John 13 say to you where you are? 

18. In a time when we all long for good news, what is the good news that is revealed in 
the actions, encounters, events, and teachings of John 13?  

May all of us encounter the great love of Jesus in this passage during this blessed Holy 
Week. 


