
August 12, 2020 

Friends at New Life Church,  

Beginning this Sunday, August 16th, 8:30am at the Brunswick Center at Calabash — 
Lord willing and weather permitting —, New Life Church will begin holding outdoor 
worship services in the parking area located behind the building.  

Here are some instructions and guidelines for helping us gather in a safe, loving, and 
responsible manner. While we know that an abundance of opinions exist regarding 
public health guidelines and responses to COVID-19, New Life Church is choosing to 
operate consistent with NCDHHS and CDC guidance for places of worship and mass 
gatherings for the sake of one another and our community. We respectfully ask that all 
participants in our worship services abide by these guidelines. 

• Participation. We’re excited to be able to offer this opportunity to gather in person, 
and we will be observing health officials’ guidelines, but participation does involve 
some risk. If you have health conditions that make you particularly vulnerable to the 
virus, or if you are feeling ill in any way, please take care of yourself and others by 
staying at home. We will be posting a recording of the worship service on our website 
as soon as possible (hopefully by or before noon) following the service. 

• What to Bring. Please bring an outdoor chair, something to drink, a mask, an 
umbrella (optional), bug repellent (optional), a Bible, and anything else you need to 
have with you for an outdoor worship service gathering. We will have chairs, water, 
repellent, and masks available for those who don’t have them. 

• Parking. Those of you who are mobile are asked to please park in front and on the 
left side of the building. Those with mobility challenges (who would normally utilize the 
handicapped parking spaces in the front) are encouraged to park in the back parking 
area, closer to our gathering area. Parking assistants will help direct you as needed. 

• Gathering Area & Seating. Our gathering area is located behind the building in an 
area past the HVAC units and in front of an elevated (former) loading area that we will 
use as our platform. We will observe social distancing by asking that all participants sit 
at least 6 feet apart from one another (household units can sit together). We will also 
separate sections in groups of 25, consistent with outdoor group gathering guidelines, 
and we will have cones and markers set up indicating those group area locations. 

• Name Tags & Check In. Look for the greeting area (likely under the canopy) and 
obtain a name tag as you enter. We also ask that all service participants check in 
when they arrive so that we can have a list of those who are present. This is important 
in the event that someone present at a worship service tests positive for the virus, 
allowing us to assist both our congregation and our public health officials in contact 
tracing. 



• Social Distancing, Masks, & Physical Contact. Please observe social distancing, 
keeping a distance of 6 feet from the nearest persons at all times. Please wear masks 
throughout the service and during fellowship times to protect others in case you are 
unknowingly infected but asymptomatic. Please — as difficult as it is for our friendly 
congregation — refrain from physical contact with others out of mutual concern for 
one another. 

• Offerings, Communion, & Singing. For offerings, we will have two stationary 
collection container locations in which you may place your offering (instead of passing 
a plate). Online or mail-in giving options will remain available. Our Communion 
elements are prepackaged and available in regular & gluten free versions (the gluten 
free option is also free of dairy, egg, peanut, fish/shellfish). Please make sure that you 
are observing social distancing and wearing your mask while singing, as singing and 
loud speaking have been linked with the spread of the virus. 

• The Service. Our outdoor worship service will be abbreviated in order to reduce the 
amount of time that we are all gathered in one place and to leave more of our 
gathered time for social interaction. We will have bulletins available that will contain 
our readings, songs, and announcements. Our service will be approximately 45 
minutes long, and you’re free to remain afterwards to meet and greet your friends, old 
and new. 

• Restrooms. The restrooms inside the Brunswick Center at Calabash are available for 
our use. 

• In Case of Inclement Weather. If we anticipate that the weather will prevent us from 
gathering at 8:30am, we will send out both a text and an email to those in our New 
Life directory database by 8am Sunday morning. If possible, we will consider delaying 
the service; if necessary we will cancel it. Sudden pop up storms are certainly 
possible this time of year, and we will do our best to give as much advanced notice as 
we can. Please make sure that your contact information is included in our database to 
ensure that you receive the notices. Call our church office at (910) 664-4901 if you 
have questions. 

• Under Review. Outdoor Services are new to us and we will be monitoring our 
operations and making adjustments as necessary. For example, we may consider 
moving the service start time back when the weather cools. We’ll keep you posted on 
any changes as they develop. 

Thank you for you patience with us throughout our scattered season and for your 
prayers for us and cooperation with us as we resume gathering. May God be glorified in 
all we do. 

Blessings, 
Terry Maner 
Pastor, New Life Church 


