
June 28, 2020 

Friends at New Life Church,  

I’m having a hard time finding words as I attempt to open this update. Like you, I 
struggle to wrap my head around the continuing saga of COVID-19, now approaching 
four months that it has impeded our gatherings. I’m saddened over the division, 
disorder, and chaos in our nation. I’m brokenhearted following a time of mourning with 
friends over a sudden loss. I’m weary of the seemingly unending nature of it all and the 
seemingly worsening condition of so many things. June has been a devastating month 
in so many ways.  

I hope you’ll forgive me for not trying to muster up an upbeat message, especially in late 
hours before I get away for some much needed time with my son. The truth is that much 
of what we’ve all experienced the last month is worthy of lament, and lament is an 
appropriate form of prayer for Christians, though it is seldom utilized by Christians. 
Glenn Packiam, an associate Senior Pastor of another New Life Church (no affiliation 
with ours) located in Colorado writes  

Lament is an appeal to God based on confidence in His character…. Lament is not our 
final prayer. It is a prayer in the meantime. Most of the lament psalms end with a “vow to 
praise”—a promise to return thanksgiving to God for His deliverance. Because Jesus 
Christ is risen from the dead, we know that sorrow is not how the story ends. The song 
may be in a minor motif now, but one day it will resolve in a major chord. When every 
tear is wiped away, when death is swallowed up in victory, when heaven and earth are 
made new and joined as one, when the saints rise in glorious bodies… then we will sing 
at last a great, “Hallelujah!” For now, we lift our lament to God as we wait with hope. 
Even so, come,Lord Jesus. 

It’s fitting for us to sing in the minor key from time to time, awaiting the day when things 
resolve to the major chord. The lament has a way of drawing our out longing for what 
only God can bring about. Carole and I have taken particular comfort and hope in a 
song by Sandra McCracken titled “We Will Feast in the House of Zion,” a song that 
includes references to Isaiah 25, a passage dear to me as I sought to grieve as a 
person with hope with friends recently. The chorus goes like this, 

We will feast in the house of Zion 
We will sing with our hearts restored 
He has done great things, we will say together 
We will feast and weep no more 



Don’t run from lament. It’s an important part of the Christian life and worship. It deepens 
our longings for God alone. Let it do its work in us. It just might lead us into a deeper 
relationship with God, and into greater compassion for those who lament around us. We 
all feel like we are living “in the meantime,” waiting and hoping for things to change. 
Until they do, or until the Lord returns, lament well, my friends, as we wait with hope. 

Suspension of Indoor Gatherings Extended; Outdoor Event Planned for July 12 

Following the decision of the NC Governor and Department of Health and Human 
Services to remain in Phase 2 reopening status following the recent spike in COVID-19 
cases and hospitalizations in NC, and in concert with the continued closure of the 
Brunswick Center at Calabash to the public, NLC has extended the suspension of 
Sunday morning worship gatherings at least until the end of July. Consistent with our 
approach thus far, the reality that the composition of our congregation and community is 
predominantly people in vulnerable populations leads us to suspend Sunday morning 
worship gatherings through the end of July. We will continue to monitor the guidance of 
federal, state and local health officials and review our status accordingly. Go to https://
newlifechurchcalabash.com/events-news/nlc-coronavirus-updates for a video update 
from Pastor Terry Maner posted June 28, 2020, along with the May 27 update which 
provides a more extensive explanation of the basis for our decisions. 

We are tentatively planning an outdoor gathering for an evening Communion Service for 
Sunday, July 12, 6pm. The service will be short, include the Lord’s Supper (utilizing 
specially designed prepackaged communion elements), and provide the opportunity for 
socially distant interaction with the New Life Church family. More details about this event 
will be provided the week of July 6.  

Thank You for Your Support 

A financial report is included at the end of this update. Thank you so much for your 
continued generosity during this pandemic. Your tithes, offerings, and gifts have enabled 
us to remain financially stable, extend special mercy gifts to local food services like the 
Food Pantry and Meals on Wheels and missionaries especially hard hit by the 
pandemic, and continue to support our local staff and ministries we support without 
interruption. Thank you so much for your faithful generosity. 

Blessings, 
Terry Maner 
Pastor, New Life Church 
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