
May 22, 2020 

Friends at New Life Church,  

This Sunday, May 24th will mark the 10th Sunday that we have worshipped as a 
scattered church, "meeting" at our website instead of at the Brunswick Center at 
Calabash. This unthinkable pandemic has now become an unimaginable disruption in of 
our way of life, including our life as a church.  
In the message given on the first Sunday we were unable to gather in one place, we 
noted how James' letter was addressed to "the twelve tribes of the Dispersion," 
recognizing how applicable that last term in particular — the Greek word, "diaspora," 
meaning "scattered" — was for our situation. Now that we've experienced "diaspora" for 
two and half months, I'm starting to appreciate why James opened his letter with these 
words: 

"Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that 
the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full 
effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing." (James 1:2-4) 

Trials (like global pandemics?) may be dreaded because of what they do to us, but 
James challenges the scattered Christians to consider it joy to meet them because of 
what they can produce in us: steadfastness and maturity. In this New Life Church news 
bulletin, I'd like share evidence of steadfastness being produced in the church and the 
opportunity we have to let steadfastness have a greater, fuller effect in our lives. 

Steadfast Generosity 

Rod Hughes is a Deacon at New Life Church who helps us keep track of our finances 
and contributions. Rod has provided a report of our finances for the January - April of 
2020 period (see table below) and it includes some encouraging numbers. It shows that, 
in spite of the trials of COVID-19 and mass gathering bans, our giving exceeds last 
year's figures for total giving and the percentage of the annual budget received by this 
time of the year. That is truly amazing in light of the circumstances, a tremendous 
demonstration of the steadfastness of your generosity in the midst of adversity. Your 
steadfast generosity has enabled us to continue our support of local and foreign 
missions and to send additional mercy funds to two foreign ministries (John Appiah, 
Ministry of Mercy Orphanage) and two local ministries/agencies (Food Pantry, Meals on 
Wheels) to meet recent disease and disaster related needs. What God has produced in 
these trials — steadfastness in faith, mercy, and generosity — is reason for 
encouragement and joy. 



The Opportunity to Let Steadfastness Do More Work in Us 

After consideration of recent developments in federal, state, and local recommendations 
and rulings impacting places of worship in response to COVID-19, the New Life Church 
Session (the group of elected elders) with the support of the Diaconate (composed of 
the elected deacons and commissioned deaconesses and deacon assistants) has 
extended the suspension of Sunday morning worship gatherings at least until the end of 
June. While a recent court ruling resulted in the exemption of churches from mass 
gathering restrictions enforcement based on First Amendment rights (legal concerns), 
state government and health officials' mass gathering restrictions and guidelines for 
places of worship continue to limit indoor and outdoor gathering sizes (to 10 or less, and 
25 or less, respectively) and deter vulnerable populations (65 & over, compromised 
health conditions, etc.) from participating in indoor gatherings (public health concerns). 
Given the reality that the composition of our congregation and community is 
predominantly people in vulnerable populations, we believe that it is best that we 
continue to suspend Sunday morning worship gatherings at least until the end of June 
(the end of North Carolina's Phase 2 period).  

We believe that Paul's words in 1 Corinthians 10:23-24 are instructive here: “All things 
are lawful,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful,” but not all things build 
up. Let no one seek his own good, but the good of his neighbor. Our decisions in 
response to COVID-19 and determining when and how we gather again are driven not 
merely by our rights, but by our love for our neighbors. Having the right to gather doesn't 
mean that we should use that right in a way that could harm our neighbors, inside and 
outside our congregation. For the sake of our congregation and community — both 
composed primarily of people in vulnerable populations —, for the good of our 
neighbors, we're going to forego group indoor gatherings and continue providing our 
worship services and messages online through the end of June. We will determine our 
path forward in July when sufficient information on which to base our decisions 
becomes available. 

During the month of June we will attempt to facilitate safe, social-distancing-sensitive, 
outdoor gatherings for 10 or fewer people to provide some fellowship opportunities 
consistent with gathering guidelines. We encourage you to utilize Zoom groups, 
FaceTime, Facebook Messenger, etc. to conduct virtual meetings with others in our 
church family. We encourage you to make phone calls or set up safe individual 
gatherings with other individuals or couples. In all these ways we hope that this 
prolonged trial will produce steadfastness that continues to have its full effect on us, 
giving each of us the opportunity to learn what it means to seek not his/her own good, 
but the good of his/her neighbor, demonstrating the Gospel Renewal and Gospel 
Freedom at work in us through Christ. 



Steadfast Joy 

On behalf of the session and diaconate of New Life Church, thank you for the 
steadfastness that you have demonstrated over these two and a half months of being a 
scattered church. We thank God for you and for the work that God is doing in you and 
through you in these times. We thank you for your continued participation and 
partnership in the ministry of New Life Church. We consider it all joy to face these 
various trials by God's grace, with you, and we look forward to seeing what God will 
produce in us through it all. 

Blessings, 
Terry Maner 
Pastor, New Life Church 

New Life Church Financial Report: January - April 2020 

*Note that our 2020 budget contains a line item for "Additional Staff Possibilities" that 
increases our budgeted expenses for 2020. Excluding that item (which is likely given 
COVID-19), our YTD expenses through April would be 32% of a revised budget. 

New Life Church Calabash 
2020   January - April 
Income Vs. Expense

2019 2020

YTD Giving $53,240 $60,317

% of annual budget 31% 32%

YTD Expense $48,633 $54,944

% of annual budget* 31% 28%

December is typically the largest giving month.


