
April 30, 2020 

Dear Friends at New Life Church, 

This Sunday, May 3rd, will mark two months of being the scattered New Life Church. It 
seems like a long time since we had to cancel our March 15th services after learning of 
the gathering bans just days before. Our Sunday services began that Sunday with a 
simple posting of an audio-only message, then moved to video messages and worship 
from my living room, and beginning on Easter Sunday expanded to add recordings 
featuring worship filmed at the Brunswick Center. Worship music sung without the 
sound of your voices and sermons preached without the sight of your 
faces is incomplete, abnormal, and leaves us longing. The word "unprecedented" 
applies in so many areas of our lives these days, and it certainly applies to the nature of 
our church life over these last two months. The images we've used to describe what 
we're experiencing — diaspora, exile, passover, etc. — are images that we've truly 
lived, likely in ways that none of us ever imagined.  

Psalm 137 — a psalm of people struggling with exile in Babylon (and one we will likely 
consider in a message later on) — includes a profound question for any who are finding 
themselves in "unprecedented" places: "How shall we sing the LORD's song in a foreign 
land?" That's a question we've all asked in different ways over the course of the last two 
months. How do we continue to be a people of praise during such times? How do we 
maintain our identity as followers of Jesus and members of the body of Christ when 
we're so scattered and separated? How do we continue to be a church in the midst of 
our exile?  

These are questions that we continue to ask as the impacts of the pandemic continue to 
restrict our gatherings. The recent timelines given by NC government officials suggest it 
will be at least June or beyond before we will be able to consider gathering physically as 
a church. Given the facts that our church is largely composed of people who fit into 
the vulnerable populations and that we live in a community dominated by seniors, we 
will be very deliberate and patient about our own reopening process out of our love for 
one another and our neighbors. All of this makes the question, "How shall we sing the 
LORD's song in a foreign land?" one that we will continue to ask. 

But there is reason for encouragement and hope. I've been so moved by your continued 
participation in the body life of New Life Church in spite of our separation. Our website 
stats tell us that you have been "attending" our worship services and "being present" to 
hear the Word in great numbers since March. This has been a totally new process for all 
of us, technological challenges included, and yet everyone has patiently and 
persistently worked to continue to "meet together" online through our website. You have 
continued to support New Life Church financially during this season, displaying. 



awesome generosity in ways that are not only keeping our virtual doors open, but are 
helping us continue to support ministries around the world. I've heard multiple stories of 
individual acts of kindness and compassion shown to one another, people taking 
initiative to reach out to others without promptings from anyone but the Holy Spirit, 
offering conversation and support. Various leaders and members are serving as buddies 
to individuals with particular needs and continuing to deliver meals and food through 
local organizations. For all of your continued participation, encouragement, generosity, 
and kindness, thank you. 

New Opportunity: Stay-at-Home Groups 
As we enter another month of scatteredness, we are offering a new opportunity for you 
to be connected with one another while staying at home. You have likely heard of Zoom 
(it's been all over the news), an online platform allowing groups of people to gather 
together online using a computer, tablet, or smart phone. This app (short for 
"application") allows groups of people to meet together and see and hear each other in 
a manner that looks like the opening of The Brady Bunch, with the multiple squares of 
faces visible onscreen. Once a person is set up to use Zoom, a leader will send private 
invitations via email to members of a group, who then click on a link provided in the 
email at the appointed time to join the meeting. This allows groups of people to meet 
together online and have a chat of 30-40 minutes. Our elders and existing small groups 
have been field testing this platform over the last week and we are encouraged that with 
a little persistence even folks for whom this is totally new can get connected and enjoy 
virtual face-to-face fellowship with others during these stay-at-home times. 
As your pastor and your friend, I strongly encourage anyone who has access to the 
internet and a computer, tablet, or smartphone to sign up to participate in a Stay-at-
Home Group. The potential for extended stay-at-home orders now and in the future 
make it critical that we help everyone in our congregation get acclimated to using online 
resources because of their capacity to foster continued connection while we're 
separated. The leaders at New Life Church are willing to do whatever we can to 
encourage and equip you to learn new things (even if you're kicking and screaming!) so 
that you can "sing the LORD's songs in [this] foreign land" of pandemics, gathering 
bans, and stay-at-home orders. Trust me, you can do this, and we are here to help. 
If you were previously enrolled in one of our Life Explored Small Groups, your small 
group leaders are reaching out to you currently to enlist your participation. If you weren't 
in a recent small group, we're looking to form Stay-at-Home Groups for you composed 
of others like you who are looking to have some fellowship with others at New Life 
Church. The group content will be adapted as we go along, but initially we're simply 
trying to facilitate virtual small group conversations and build from there. Please contact 
me at terry.maner@newlifechurchcalabash.com if you'd like to give our Stay-at-Home 
Groups a try, and I'll provide the information and/or tutorials that you need to get started. 

These are strange times as we are living in foreign lands, but I believe that by God's 
grace, trusting Him to sustain us and leaning on him for the courage to learn new things,  
new practices of community, we will continue to grow, flourish, and experience gospel 
renewal even in these days. Thank you for your prayers, patient endurance, and 
persistent participation in the scattered life of New Life Church over these last two  



months, and we ask that you continue the same while we await the day that we can 
gather again. 

Blessings, 
Terry Maner, Pastor 
New Life Church Calabash 


