
October 8, 2020 

Friends at New Life Church,  

Beginning this Sunday, October 11th, New Life Church will return to online/virtual 
worship offerings, suspending both outdoor and indoor gatherings until Sunday, 
November 8th, 10am, when we will (Lord willing) resume indoor, in-person worship 
services at the Brunswick Center at Calabash. 

The convergence of a number of factors led church leaders (deacons, deaconesses, 
and elders) to revise our previous plans that intended to continue outdoor services 
October 11th - November 1st. You may recall that due to prior mass gathering 
guidelines and the use of Brunswick Center for Early and Election Day voting, our 
gatherings in October and on November 1st were scheduled to be conducted outdoors. 
While we were optimistic initially that we’d be able to avoid weather conditions that 
would prohibit outdoor services, last week’s cancellation due to rain and the high 
probability of the same this weekend, along with the prospect of cooler temperatures 
ahead required that we reconsider our plans. We became concerned that the week-to-
week uncertainty of whether we could gather for outdoor worship would place a great 
deal of stress on our congregation and on our teams of volunteers whose efforts make 
those services possible. We observed that another church in our area facing the same 
dilemma — being unable to use a senior center for Sunday services during the voting 
period — had decided to go to online worship during that period, another reason to 
reexamine our approach. Ultimately it became clear that, though we all appreciate and 
enjoy the opportunities for personal interaction and fellowship afforded by outdoor 
worship services, the weather uncertainties made continuing them in this season 
impractical. Taking all of this into consideration, we determined that it was best to 
suspend our outdoor gatherings October 11th - November 1st and focus our energies 
and resources on preparing for the resumption of in-person, indoor worship services at 
the Brunswick Center at Calabash on Sunday, November 8th, 10am.  

As we did during our previous diaspora, scattered church period, we’ll be returning to 
posting recordings online beginning this Sunday, October 11th and continuing October 
18th, 25th, & November 1st. In light of the facility access restrictions, challenges, and 
work required for recording music intensive portions of virtual worship services during 
this time, we are going to omit worship music recordings and post weekly messages 
only during this period. This will allow us to simplify our weekly recording process and 
give our volunteers a break to regroup in anticipation of the resumption of indoor 
worship November 8th. While some of you may miss having the recorded worship 
music and service portions for the next several weeks, we hope that this will only 
increase our hunger and thirst to worship and sing together again. 



I would encourage you to discover and employ other means for facilitating worship 
practices in your life while we are scattered again. Sing your favorite hymns or songs 
aloud or listen to others sing them (online, in recordings, etc.) as part of your worship. 
Go to our website and pray the “prayers of the people” by selecting prayer requests and 
praying for them. Pray The Lord’s Prayer each week as part of your worship. Call 
friends and neighbors to let them know you’re thinking about them and that you care for 
them as a means of “passing the peace of Christ” to one another. Get together (in safe 
ways) with others in smaller groups for encouragement. If you are burdened, invite 
others to help you carry those burdens by seeking their help, prayers, and 
encouragement. As we’ve said repeatedly during our scattered times, let’s not let our 
inability to gather as a group in one place keep us from being the church, but instead 
use whatever creative means we can to love one another while we’re scattered. 

Even though we’re disappointed to have to discontinue our outdoor gatherings, we’re 
excited about the recent revisions to the North Carolina Department of Health and 
Human Services (NCDHHS) Interim Guidelines for Churches that make the resumption 
of indoor, in-person gatherings possible on November 8th. The revised guidelines allow 
us to have up to 100 persons in the assembly space (socially distanced, wearing 
masks, etc.) for worship services in a manner consistent with health department 
measures designed to decrease the spread of COVID-19 in our community. We’ll be 
sending more information about how we will conduct our services in accordance with 
these guidelines as November 8th approaches. In the meantime, we can hopefully take 
solace in the prospect that our current suspension of gatherings is temporary, an interim 
step on the way to resuming indoor worship soon, Lord willing. 

Thank you for your understanding, patience, and perseverance with the fluid situation 
that we have faced over the last seven months, including now as we make another 
adjustment in our life as a community of worshipping people. As the pilgrims on their 
way to Jerusalem sang in their “songs for the road,” while we’re on our journey we can 
trust that “The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in from this time forth 
and forevermore” (Psalm 121:8). 

Blessings, 

Terry Maner 
Pastor, New Life Church 


