
January 7, 2021 

Friends at New Life Church, 

Based on recent directives by the North Carolina Department of Health and Human 
Services (NCDHHS), in-person worship services for New Life Church are suspended 
until further notice. Beginning this Sunday, January 10th and continuing until NCDHHS 
guidance changes, New Life Church will post messages online on Sunday mornings. 

On Tuesday, January 6th, the NCDHHS advised that the COVID-19 County Alert 
System metrics for Brunswick County placed it in the "Red: Critical Community Spread" 
category, a category for which religious organizations "are strongly encouraged to hold 
meetings, events, and/or services online/virtually." In addition, a Secretarial Directive 
issued by NCDHHS Health Secretary Mandy Cohen, MD, MPH advised individuals in all 
counties to "stay at home (especially if you are over 65 or at high risk), limit public 
interactions to essential activities, and avoid gathering with others from outside their 
household." On the basis of these determinations and directives and the desire to 
support our community in slowing the spread of COVID-19, New Life Church is 
suspending in-person worship services beginning this Sunday, January 10th. 

These recent guidelines and directives will, as did the stay-at-home orders last spring, 
create challenges for our communal life together. Many in our congregation have 
enjoyed seeing one another and participating in worship together in one place over the 
last few months. Our singers and our preachers have enjoyed the inspiration and 
energy of singing and opening the Scriptures in the presence of others. We lament that 
we will be scattered again, but having seen God hold our church body together during 
our previous diaspora times gives us encouragement that He will do so again. 

We encourage you also to take it upon yourself to reach out to your neighbors and your 
church family during this winter stay-at-home season through phone calls, texts, emails, 
FaceTime, Zoom, etc. Should you find yourself discouraged or downcast under the 
continued stress of the times, or needing particular assistance due to the 
restrictions, contact someone (including me or others in your church family) to allow him 
or her to help you carry your burdens and walk alongside you on your journey. Continue 
to pray for one another, for New Life Church, for our nation (especially during these 
turbulent times), and our world, especially as the impacts of the global pandemic extend 
into 2021. 

God's Grace & Peace Be Yours, 

Terry Maner 
Pastor, New Life Church 


