
Week 2 
 
DAY 1 
The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your native country, your relatives, and your father’s family, and 
go to the land that I will show you. I will make you into a great nation. I will bless you and make you 
famous, and you will be a blessing to others. I will bless those who bless you and curse those who 
treat you with contempt. All the families on earth will be blessed through you.” 
 
So Abram departed as the Lord had instructed, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five 
years old when he left Haran.  
Genesis 12:1-4 (NLT) 
 
From what we can tell, God’s first words to Abram are not, “Hello, I’m the LORD,” or, “Hey Abram, 
my name is Yahweh. I’ll be taking over from here on out.” There are no formal introductions from 
God before He calls Abram to leave all he knows behind. God calls Abram to sacrifice all that he has 
established in his life and all that he is comfortable with to follow a calling from a God he just met.  
And Abram is to obey this calling without the slightest explanation.  
God doesn’t tell Abram where he is going or how to get there. He only tells him what he will have to 
leave behind to get there, which is everything. 
 
At the heart of God’s call is a message of sacrifice. God is asking Abram to sacrifice all that he has 
in order to become who he is meant to be. God has great plans for Abram, but for Abram to get 
there, he must leave everything behind. He must leave the comforts of home to become a stranger 
in a strange land. Abram must sacrifice everything that is known to him for the unknown calling of 
the Creator. We, too, face the same call for sacrifice.  
 
Because God’s family was established through the beautiful sacrifice of God’s Son, we should also 
expect sacrifice if we want to belong to that family. If God was willing to sacrifice His only Son, then 
as adopted children, we can expect to sacrifice, as well.  
 
For the more we suffer for Christ, the more God will shower us with his comfort through Christ.

 2 Corinthians 1:5 
 
Abram is obedient even when it doesn’t make any sense. Sacrifice without explanation requires 
faith. Because of this, God tends to reveal His will and plans one step at a time. Once you take that 
step, He will reveal another and then another and then another, but only after you take each step in 
obedience. Abram will know where to go only after he goes. Obedience leads to revelation. 
 
God never calls us to sacrifice something of great value so that He can give us something terrible. 
Maybe Abram is being asked to leave behind his friends and family because God is inviting Abram 
to become part of a new family … God’s. Everything that God ever asks us to give up or sacrifice is 
for our good and our benefit (Romans 8:28). He wants us to empty our hands of all the garbage we 
hold so tightly so that they will be open and ready to take hold of the treasures He has in store for 
us, namely Himself.  
 



So What—How Does This Relate? 
To be a part of almost any organization or group, there is a cost. To join a gym, there are monthly 
dues. To be part of a team or band, there is a significant commitment of time and practice. Even 
grocery stores encourage you to be a member. All you have to do is make the commitment, and you 
then belong to that group. Considering that, it only makes sense that Jesus would require a 
commitment, as well. And before we make these commitments mwe ask ourselves, “Is this really 
worth it?” Jesus asks us to do the same: to consider the cost.  
 
Then one of the teachers of religious law said to him, “Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.” 
But Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens to live in, and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no 
place even to lay his head.”  Matthew 8:19-20 

 
This guy states a desire to follow Jesus ,and Jesus responds by saying, “That’s cool, but I’m 
homeless. Are you OK with giving up the comforts of this life to be with me?” Jesus desperately 
loves us and longs for us to be with Him—but He will also tell you up front that a journey with Him 
will not be a comfortable ride. 
 
 
 
NOW WHAT—What Am I Supposed To Do With This? 
For the disciples to be with Jesus, they pretty much dropped everything, left it all behind and 
followed Him (Matthew 4:18-20). This doesn’t mean that we necessarily need to give all we own 
away and become homeless to be a disciple. But to identify with the homeless in a small way, try 
wearing the same shirt every day this week (without washing it). People will notice and will ask you 
about it, giving you an open door to talk about Jesus. 
 

OR 
 

Next time you eat at a fast food restaurant, go through the drive-thru and pay for the person behind 
you. If you are really bold, go inside and pay for the person in line behind you and see what 
discussion strikes up.  
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I will make you into a great nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and you will be a blessing 
to others. I will bless those who bless you and curse those who treat you with contempt. All the 
families on earth will be blessed through you.” Genesis 12:2-3 (NLT)  
 
While it is true that God is asking Abram to make some pretty huge sacrifices with almost no details 
as to how or why, He is not leaving Abram empty-handed. He provides Abram with no short list of 
promises that trump any sacrifice that is required. 
 
The first promise that God pronounces to Abram would have been the most enticing. God promises 
to make Abram into “a great nation.” For Abram to become a great nation would mean that he would 
need children; and a lot of them. The Bible compares the descendants of Abram to being as 
numerous as the stars in the sky and as plentiful as the sands on the seashore (Genesis 22:17-18). 
The only problem with this promise is that Abram is 75 years old (well past the age of fathering your 
first child) when he is hearing it, not to mention the fact that his wife, Sarai, was physically unable to 
have kids. So as beautiful as this promise must have sounded to Abram’s ears, it must have also 
seemed impossible. But as Abram would eventually find out, “For nothing is impossible with God” 
(Luke 1:37).  
 
Also on the promise list from God is a promise of infection—so to speak. Everyone that came in 
contact with Abram would be affected by him. Either they would leave his acquaintance blessed 
because of the kindness they showed him, or they would leave cursed for mistreating Abram. 
Everyone would know that there was something special about him because of the dramatic effect he 
would have on every single life he came in contact with, which was by God’s design. Looking at the 
last part of verse 2, you see that God blesses Abram, “so that you will be a blessing.”  

 
God pours out this overflowing of blessings onto Abram so that he can be a blessing to others. God 
doesn’t give to Abram so that Abram can keep all of God’s favor for himself but instead so that he 
can be a blessing to others. Abram, amazingly, becomes a blessing. There are areas in your life that 
cannot be defined by anything other than God blessing you. These blessings are not just for your 
benefit but are intended to be a blessing for others as well. God gives to us so that we can give to 
others. This is true of His grace, love and forgiveness as well as all the individual blessings He has 
given just to you. You have been blessed to become a blessing. 

 
After taking a look at all the blessings and promises that God gave to Abram, you may be thinking 
that the sacrifices Abram had to make seem like nothing by comparison. And you are exactly right. 
To follow God, Abram had to make sacrifices, but those sacrifices were miniscule when compared to 
God’s blessings. To be a follower of Jesus, we must make sacrifices—there is no way around it. But 
what we are asked to give up or lay down is nothing compared to what God has in store for us. Paul 
says it like this in his letter to the churches in Philippi: 



 
Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord. For his sake I have discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain 
Christ.  Philippians 3:8 
 
When we take a good look at what we have to give up to gain Christ in our lives, it amounts to little 
more than garbage. Surrendering the temporary to gain the eternal seems like a no-brainer. 
 
So What—How Does This Relate? 
Have you ever stumbled upon a treasure that belonged to someone else, and they had no idea of its 
real worth? When I was younger, I collected baseball cards. I once found a kid who had a rookie 
card of my favorite player, Wade Boggs. This kid had no idea who Wade Boggs was, so I instantly 
began making trade offers. After some haggling and giving up of a nice chunk of my collection, the 
rookie card was mine. I was ecstatic! While it is true that I had to give up a lot of cards to get just one 
in return, it was one that was priceless to me, so it didn’t seem like a sacrifice at all. This is how 
Jesus describes his kingdom: 
 
The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a man discovered hidden in a field. In his excitement, 
he hid it again and sold everything he owned to get enough money to buy the field. 
Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant on the lookout for choice pearls. When he 
discovered a pearl of great value, he sold everything he owned and bought it! Matthew 13:44-46 

 
When you find something or someone worth giving everything up for, you are not bothered by what 
you sacrifice, because you are so excited about what you get in return. 
 
Now What—What Am I Supposed To Do With This? 
Go out and buy something that you would like to own, and then give it away to someone who might 
need it more than you do. Our possessions, or earthly treasures, can sometimes pull our hearts 
away from the One True Treasure. 
 
Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and where 
thieves break in and steal. Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, 
and thieves do not break in and steal. Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will 
also be. Matthew 6:19-21 (NLT) 
 

OR 
 

Clean out your closet. Pack up all the clothes and shoes that you don’t really wear anymore and give 
them away to a local charity or thrift store. But don’t just give away your old stuff. Give away some of 
the clothes you still like. Giving away things that just seem like junk to you won’t be much of a 
sacrifice. Plus, if you don’t want to wear a shirt because of all the holes in it ,there is a good chance 
no one else will want to wear it, either. 
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So Abram departed as the Lord had instructed, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five 
years old when he left Haran.     Genesis 12:4 (NLT) 
 
Joshua said to the people, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: Long ago your ancestors, 
including Terah, the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the Euphrates River, and they 
worshiped other gods. Joshua 24:2 
 
When God appears to Abram for the first time, Abram is an idolater, worshiping the moon-god, 
Nanar. So when God makes Himself known to Abram and invites him to be part of God’s story, He 
also calls Abram to separate himself from his past. God’s call for Abram to leave his homeland is not 
only a call to move toward God but also a call to move away from everything that was dragging 
Abram down. It’s a call of separation. 
 
The call to follow Jesus is not a casual one, in which we are allowed to simply take Jesus and "add" 
Him to our current lifestyle. The call to follow Jesus is a call of separation from everything that is not 
of Christ. It's dying to who we once were. Paul puts it plainly: 
 
This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a 
new life has begun!  

2 Corinthians 5:17 
 
So you also should consider yourselves to be dead to the power of sin and alive to God through 
Christ Jesus. Romans 6:11  
 
The reason for such strong language in his letter to the Romans is that there is always this 
temptation, a lingering desire, for us to go back to that old lifestyle. The Bible equates this longing for 
our former sin-stained self to that of a dog returning to its vomit (2 Peter 2:22). The thought should 
be disgusting and repulsive, but it is something all believers go through. Paul is probably the 
greatest example we have of what a follower of Jesus looks like, and even he had problems battling 
his sinful nature. He shares his frustrations this way: 
 
So the trouble is not with the law, for it is spiritual and good. The trouble is with me, for I am all too 
human, a slave to sin. I don’t really understand myself, for I want to do what is right, but I don’t do it. 
Instead, I do what I hate. Romans 7:14-15 

 
This should be both encouraging and discouraging at the same time. On the one hand, it is 
comforting to know that this is a struggle that happens to even the best of believers (1 Peter 5:9-10). 



But it is also frightening to know that we will probably never escape this struggle completely, while 
on this side of eternity. The Christian life will always be a fight. 
 
So What—How Does This Relate? 
 
More or less, marriage always begins with the same process: You meet someone who catches your 
eye, someone you are attracted to. Then, you start spending time with that person as you begin 
dating. After a time of serious dating, there is a time of engagement in which the two of you are 
promised to each other and only each other. Finally, the dating that turned into engagement has 
become a marriage and is celebrated with a ceremony or wedding. At some point along this journey, 
the two of you not only became committed to each other, but you also separate yourself from 
everyone else romantically. No bride would take a husband who wanted to continue dating other 
people.  
 
In the New Testament, Jesus is referred to as the groom, and the church is called His bride. If we 
are going to have a personal relationship with Jesus, it must be a faithful one. We can’t simply take 
Jesus and add him to everything else in our life. He must become our life.  
 
Now What—What Am I Supposed To Do With This? 
 
Answer the questions below, then tear away this card and give it to someone in your group or the 
group as a whole to keep you accountable to your commitments to God. 
 
This is something I know God is calling me to do, and even though I’m not comfortable doing it, I will 
obey without questioning: _______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
If I’m being honest, these are the things in my life that I consider more valuable than God’s 
promises: _______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
This is something or someone that God is calling me to separate myself from in order to be closer to 
Him: _______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

SESSION 2 
GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
● Why does God not reveal to us how things will turn out when He calls us to do something?  

 
● Have you ever had to give up a friendship or group of friends in order to move forward in 

your relationship with Jesus? Describe it. 
 

● Discuss some daily blessings that God gives you. Talk about two or three things in your life 
that cannot be explained apart from God. 

 
● Why does God bless us to be a blessing to others? 

 
● What are the sins that seem to trip you up over and over again? The ones you continually 

want to turn back to? Are there certain people or places that you could separate yourself 
from that would make these particular sins less likely to occur? 

 
 

 
 

 
ACCOUNTABILITY QUESTIONS 

 
● Have you spent time with God this week by yourself? What is He teaching you or speaking to 

you about? What are you going to do about it? 
 

● What have you held back from God that you need to surrender? 
 

● What were your priorities for the week? 
 

● Have you been dishonest with anyone in any way? 
 

● Have you damaged another person by your words, either behind their back or face-to-face? 
 

● Are there any broken or hurt relationships that you need to work on? 
 

● What’s the one thing you don’t want me to ask you about? 
 

● Have you been honest with me? 
 

 
 

 






