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HOW GREAT IS OUR GOD! I recently started reading 
again Jonathan Edwards’s book The End for Which God 
Created the World. Edwards gives one reason why God 
created the world: that God would be magnified and that 
we would find our joy in Him. I know it sounds like two 
reasons, but God sees it as one. Edwards puts it this way: 
“The happiness of the creature consists in rejoicing in 
God, by which also God is magnified and exalted.”

It made me think about all of us. What would happen if 
we were to capture this grand vision of God? If we were to grow in our awareness 
and resultant living of the greatness of God, how would that impact First Church? 

Obviously, this vision would positively affect many things, but I want to high-
light three at this time. First, it would transform our worship. We would be 
excited to gather together to worship. We wouldn’t be able to praise Him enough 
as we seek to give Him the worship He is due!

Second, this vision would inspire a bolder prayer life. We would pray great 
things because we believe our God can make them happen. Our prayers would 
affirm what Paul says in Ephesians 3:20, “Now to Him who is able to do far more 
abundantly than all that we ask or think...”

Finally, this vision would change our personal lives. We would be more like 
John the Baptist and proclaim, “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 
3:30). We would be more joyful (John 3:29) and would want to honor God with 
our obedience. — Pastor Deryk

Sept. 2: Cove Service!   |   Sept. 9: Rally Sunday!

SUNDAY SERMONS
To the church in

Wethersfield write...
What is Jesus’ message to the church? At 
the beginning of Revelation, Jesus gives 
specific messages to certain churches. 

What is He saying to them, and what
message does He have for First Church?

The Seven Churches of Asia, window by John 
Thornton (1405-1433), photo by Andrew Rabbott.

SEPTEMBER 9 — Pastor Deryk
Ephesus — Revelation 2:1-7

SEPT. 16 — Tessa — Combined Service
Her final sermon (not part of series)
SEPTEMBER 23 — Pastor Todd

Smyrna — Revelation 2:8-11
SEPTEMBER 30 — Pastor Deryk
Pergamum — Revelation 2:12-17

OCTOBER 7 — Pastor Wayne
Thyatira — Revelation 2:18-28
OCTOBER 14 — Pastor Deryk

Sardis — Revelation 3:1-6
OCTOBER 21 — Pastor Deryk

Philadelphia — Revelation 3:7-13
OCTOBER 28

Laodicea — Revelation 3:14-22 OUR FAMILY MINISTRY SUMMER included the week-long events of Workcamp 
(top), Vacation Bible Camp (above), and Camp Berea—plus an Outdoor Movie Night.

See pages 3 and 4 for info about the annual five-church worship service at Wethersfield Cove Park and about Rally Sunday! 
SCHEDULE — Rally Sunday, both 10:00 services; Sept. 16, combined 10:00 service; Sept. 23+, the 8:30 and both 10:00 services.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=revelation+2%3A1-7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=revelation+2%3A8-11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=revelation+2%3A12-17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=revelation+2%3A18-28&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=revelation+3%3A1-6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=revelation+3%3A7-13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=revelation+3%3A14-22&version=ESV
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Executive Board — Member Update
Securing Our Future

God gathered First Church in 1635 for a purpose—to spread the good news of God’s King-
dom to people in Connecticut. God has met us in every generation since then. He creates 
in us the hunger to see Him work, to move closer to Him in our daily lives, and to be a 
church where the Holy Spirit is alive and miracles happen. Today, God places challenges 
before us as our region moves further and further away from what our Lord Jesus intends.
Our Vision is to foster a grassroots movement of Kingdom communities that love God, 
love others, and live to extend His Kingdom by making disciples. In short, our mission is 
changing lives for Christ.
As a church,
l  We are committed to the authority of Scripture in all matters of faith and practice.
l  We are a friendly community that welcomes all people who enter our doors.

l We value our vibrant heritage, reflecting God’s bountiful blessing while embracing contemporary expressions of the Christian faith.
l We welcome and strive for excellence in both traditional and contemporary sacred music.
l We recognize that our location and physical resources are well suited to serve our region.

With all of the blessings God has bestowed on us individually and as a church, it’s time for First Church congregants to step forward 
and put on the spiritual mantle He gives us.
God is calling us to rise up and live out our calling to foster a Kingdom movement that transforms the spiritual atmosphere 
in Connecticut and beyond.
We will develop the next generation of disciples and Kingdom communities—and encourage other Kingdom communities to join in this 
movement—so that God is glorified.
Our goals are to strengthen and build our Community of Jesus Followers, enhance and demonstrate our love of God and one another, 
and make disciples who reach out and serve others. This is our mission, and these are our goals.
We trust that people want to be part of a church because they believe in its mission,  trust its leadership, desire a sense of fellowship 
and belonging, appreciate its fiscal responsibility, and are assured that their time and other efforts to support God’s cause will not be 
wasted. They want to know that their involvement will be changing lives for Christ, including their own.
The Strategic Planning Team will share more of the developing plans later this fall. Please pray for God’s continuing guidance as the 
team works to finalize this plan.

Our Church Makes a Difference
By supporting First Church, you help much more than just the people and facilities that constitute your church home—you also sup-
port the Church’s outreach. Here are some recent examples:

l An Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group meets every first Monday from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m., in the Church Parlor. These 
monthly meetings seek to provide a safe place to exchange practical information on care-giving challenges and potential solu-
tions, as well as provide an environment to talk through issues and ways of coping, and to learn about community resources. 
For more information, or to register, please call Caring Ministries at 860.529.1575 x210.

l Trail Life USA Troop 1635 begins in earnest in September with 50 boys and young men. Trail Life USA is a Christian Outdoor 
Adventure, Character, and Leadership Program for boys and young men. Operating from troops chartered through churches in 
48 states, the K-12 program centers on outdoor experiences that build a young man’s skills and allow him to grow on a personal 
level and as a role model and leader for his peers. Living the Trail Life is a journey established on timeless values derived from 
the Bible. For more information, go to firstchurch.org/traillife.

l Mastering Motherhood is coming on Thursday mornings from 9:00 to 11:30.  It begins with a kick-off brunch on September 
13. Mastering Motherhood is a ministry designed to meet the needs of mamas at all stages of motherhood and offers a reprieve 
from the hectic and demanding world of motherhood through faith, food, fun and friendship.  Please volunteer to help support 
this ministry. For more information, go to firstchurch.org/mmpage.

Status Update
Your generosity supported the ministries and worship life of First Church and. coupled with appropriate cost controls, we ended the 
2017-2018 fiscal year on June 30 with a surplus of $2,960. In July, your tithes and offerings slightly exceeded budget expectations.

PHOTO: PUDSEY’S CLOSE BY PHILIP BRAGG (ALTERED)  |  FLICKR.COM/PHOTOS/SYNX5018

http://firstchurch.org/ministries/family/trail-life-usa
http://firstchurch.org/ministries/family/mastering-motherhood
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CELEBRATING TESSA — Join us on Sun-
day, September 16, as we take time to 
celebrate Tessa’s seventeen years of 
ministry at First Church. One of the ways 
we want to thank her is by giving her a fi-
nancial gift. If you would like to financially 
contribute to the church’s gift, please write 
a check payable to First Church, and write 
“For Tessa” on the memo line. That morn-
ing, she will preach her final sermon.

PASTOR WAYNE’S 10th — On Aug. 19, 
Wayne Luman marked his tenth anniver-
sary of joining our staff. We appreciate all 
he has done for so many in Jesus’ Name!

PRESCHOOL UPDATE — You can still 
join our “Preschool Family” for the 2018-
19 school year. Great things happen here! 

There are a few openings still available, but 
don’t delay! Get details at firstchurch.org/
preschool, or call Vickie (x235), or Pat at 
860.529.1575. Ask for a tour!

FOR THOSE GRIEVING the death of a 
spouse, GriefShare is offering a special 
two-hour seminar, Loss of A Spouse, to be 
held in the Morgan House Drawing Room 
on Monday, Sept. 10, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Hear practical advice from others who 
have been there and learn what to expect 
and how to cope. For details, or to register, 
call Caring Min. at 860.529.1575 x210.

GRIEFSHARE will start a 13-week cycle 
on Monday, Sept. 17, from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. in the Morgan House. Details/Regis-
tration: Caring Min., 860.529.1575 x210.

DIVORCECARE will begin a new 13-week 
cycle on Wednesday, Sept. 5, 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. in the Morgan House Drawing Room. 
For info, or to register, please call Caring 
Ministries, at 860.529.1575 x210.

ALZHEIMER’S ASSOCIATION’S Esther 
Corcoran is returning on October 13, 20, 
and 27, from 10:00 a.m. to noon, to pres-
ent a three-part series on Living with Al-
zheimer’s for middle-stage caregivers 
and families. We will meet at First Church. 
Please see firstchurch.org/alzheimers.

FOREVER YOUNG SENIORS BIBLE 
STUDY will resume in the Morgan House 
Drawing Room on Tuesday, Sept. 11, at 
10:00 a.m. New participants are always 
welcome. We look forward to seeing you!

Peru Team Offers Info Event on September 29

CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH CLASSES resume at 10:00 on 
Rally Sunday, September 9: Infants through 24 months, Crib 
Room; ages 2 & 3, Nursery Room 3; ages 4 & 5, Nursery Room 
2; grades 1 & 2, M103 (Marsh Building); grades 3 & 4, M101; 
grades 5 through 8, Youth Room.

High school students’ The Way (grades 9-12) meets on Sun-
day nights, starting Sept. 16, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m., in M107.

Midweek programs will start up on Wednesday, Sept. 12, 

6:30-8:00 p.m.: Kids’ Club for grades 1-4, Fireside Room; and 
Middle School PF for grades 5-8, Youth Room.

CHURCH FAMILY COSTUME AND GAME NIGHT is set for Fri-
day, October 19, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. for the entire church—
complete with a pizza dinner, costume contest, various games 
and a photo booth! Please save the date and watch for details. 
If you would like to help with this event, please call Di Krause at 
860.529.1575 x303.

2017-18 Church School and Family Ministry Schedule
2017 Costume & Game Night

I’ve heard it said that as fall approaches, a young person’s 
fancy turns to thoughts of spring. I don’t know if that’s true—and 
my sons would never accuse me of still being young—but indeed 
I do have thoughts of spring and another trip to visit friends and 
children of PE-450 in Peru!

The Peru team will be hosting an informational event in Keith 
Jones Hall on Saturday, September 29, from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m., 
for anyone wanting to learn more about our partnership with Com-
passion serving the children of Barranca, and/or interested in join-
ing next year’s trip. A continental breakfast will be served.

Questions can be directed to Drew Shattuck, either by email 
at compassionperu@firschurch.org or by phone at 860.529.1575 
x217. Please reserve your spot on the poster in the Wells Area or 
email Drew so we can plan accordingly. Last year’s team members pose with children they support.

http://firstchurch.org/ministries/preschool/home
http://firstchurch.org/ministries/preschool/home
http://firstchurch.org/ministries/caring-and-support/alzheimers-series
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 DATED MATERIAL 

 Mailed Aug. 29, 2018 
BOOK OF LIFE
ENTERED ETERNAL LIFE
Irene Rose Mueller, June 30, 2018
Samuel S. Rodriguez, July 4, 2018
Carol Perrigo Adil, July 10, 2018
Janet (Wainwright) Gingell, July 19, 2018
June Roberts Kennedy, August 2, 2018
Esther McGee, August 22, 2018

Our Church unites in an expression of
heartfelt sympathy to their families.

VOCAL CHOIRS
Cherub Choir — Age 5 thru Grade 2
Rehearsals: Sundays, 11:15 to 11:40 a.m.,

Start date to be announced.
Carol Choir — Grades 3–6

Rehearsals: Sundays, 6:00 to 6:45 p.m.,
Start date to be announced.
First Church Choir

Multigenerational — Adults and age 13+
Sing every Sunday at the 10:00 a.m. trad. service

Rehearsals: Thursdays, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.,
starting September 6

Cantata Singers — Adults; age 18+
Sing at concerts.

Rehearsals: Thursdays, 8:30 to 9:30 p.m.,
starting October 11

Join One of Our Choirs
Experience a glorious way to worship God! Share your musical gifts in our Sunday

morning worship and/or our Concert Series. For details or to sign up, call 860.529.1575 x209.

WORSHIP BAND
Wind Worship Team

Every Sunday at the 10:00 a.m. Wind service
Rehearsals: Thursdays, 7:30 p.m., ongoing

HANDBELL CHOIR
Campanella Handbells — Age 13+

Rehearsals: Sundays, 11:45 a.m.
starting October 7

INSTRUMENTAL
First Church Brass

Plays at the 10:00 a.m. traditional service
several times a year.

Rehearsals: Sundays, 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Marcia LaReau, Director

Vickie Anderson ..................Director of Preschool
Jey Deifell .................................Minister Emeritus
Diane Galloway ........ Director of Caring Ministries
Wayne Luman ......................... Associate Minister
Deryk Richenburg ......................... Senior Minister
Andrew Shattuck .................Church Administrator
Todd Willard ............................ Associate Minister

CONGREGATIONAL
860.529.1575  |  Fax: 860.721.7861

250 Main Street, Wethersfield, CT 06109
firstchurch.org

Email: info@firstchurch.org
The Spire online: firstchurch.org/spire

GIVING — For info about e-giving—contrib-
uting via a monthly automatic withdrawal from 
your bank account—call the Finance Office, 
860.529.1575 x221. You can also give online, 
at firstchurch.org (the ONLINE GIVING tab).

facebook.com/FirstChurchPage

Worship Times:
Traditional Service: 10:00 a.m.

Contemporary “Wind” Service: 10:00 a.m.

OUR MISSION
We are a community of Jesus 

followers who love God, love one 
another, and make disciples.

SPIRE DEADLINE
Material for the next issue of The Spire, 
which will be mailed/emailed on Oct. 
24, must be submitted to Dave Gilbert 
by noon on Friday, Oct. 12, at daveg@
firstchurch.org or 860.529.1575 x225.

The Spire (USPS 441-830) is published monthly, except January, March, April, July and August,
by The First Church of Christ in Wethersfield, 250 Main Street, Wethersfield, Connecticut 06109.
POSTMASTER — Send address changes to: The Spire, 250 Main Street, Wethersfield, CT 06109-1893

Welcome to our new church season! Fol-
lowing our 10:00 services (traditional and 
Wind), the entire church family is invited to 
enjoy our Rally Sunday picnic & games 
from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., right here on 
the church lawn! Hamburgers, hot dogs, and 
beverages will be provided.

If your last name begins with A-L, you may 
bring a dessert to share; if your last name be-
gins with M-Z, a salad or side dish.

Join us for lots of fun, fellowship, games, and 
even a bounce house and the Mister Sof-
tee Ice Cream truck! Bring a lawn chair and 
blanket; some picnic tables will be provided.

September 9  Rally Sunday Picnic to Include 
Games, Bounce House and Ice Cream Truck!

MASTERING MOTHERHOOD
...needs your help! — If you have 
wooden, plastic or easily cleanable 
toys/furniture for children (birth to 
age 4), could you donate them to 
our new ministry? Simply find the 
box in the Wells Area. Questions? 
Contact Di Krause: dianek@first 
church.org or 860.529.1575 x303.

We are in need of volunteer child-
care workers—can you help us? We 
also have several positions for paid, 
consistent childcare workers every 
Thursday from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m.

We would like “all hands on deck” 
for the September 13 kick-off 
brunch—can you bake and bring 
a brunch item or help with childcare 
that morning? Please see Di’s con-
tact info just above.

http://firstchurch.org/ministries/family/mastering-motherhood
http://firstchurch.org/worship/cove-service
http://firstchurch.org/
http://firstchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchPage/
http://firstchurch.org/resources/online-giving

