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APRIL 8  |  A Holy Spirit Plan
Deryk Richenburg

Acts 13:1-4

APRIL 15  |  Missions Weekend
Sam Hollings

One service only (at 10:00); no 8:30 service.

APRIL 22  |  Learning to Listen
Todd Willard

1 Kings 18:9-18

APRIL 29  |  What Do We See?
Deryk Richenburg

John 5:19-20

SUNDAY
SERMONS

Spire
Holy Week and Easter

An extraordinary period of eight days is at hand, starting with 
our Palm Sunday worship services and Lenten Memorial Con-
cert, all culminating in a glorious Easter Sunday.

During sacred Holy Week, we will commemorate and re-
member the last week of Jesus’ earthly life—through the concert 
and our observances on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.

Then, Easter changes everything. Join us for the biggest 
celebration of the year as we listen and sing about our King rising 
up from the grave with victory, hope and forgiveness. Lives will 
be changed, hope will be renewed because our Savior reigns.

Easter details are on page 3, and information about Holy 
Week is on page 5, with the concert on page 6. Be with us!

FOR I KNOW THE PLANS I have for you, 
declares the Lord, plans for welfare 
and not evil, to give you a future and a 
hope. —Jeremiah 29:11

Many of us have this verse as one 
of our favorites. It reminds us that 
God has a destiny and purpose for 
us. When we align ourselves with His 
plans, then we will be at our best.

It does beg the question though: 
What are God’s plans for First Church 
and how do we find them out?

Over the last several months, the Executive Board and the 
Pastors have been asking this question. We want to know what 
God’s plans are so that we can plan and strategize accordingly. 
Towards that end we have spent time together discussing who 
we are and our values.

We live in a world where we are told that vision and strategy 
are things you develop and create. But God’s plans aren’t cre-
ated by us—they are revealed by Him. The great news is that 
God loves to share His plans with His people. When we spend 
time with Him and listen, He will reveal His plans.

During the time between Easter and Pentecost (May 20), we 
want to join together with you so that we can seek His face and 
hear His plans. We want to spend time listening to Him together.

Over these fifty days, the sermon series will be about dis-
cerning God’s will for our lives and for our church. We will 
prayerfully seek Him together during our worship services, both 
midweek and in our small groups. We will have a day of retreat 
and prayer for anyone interested.

I believe God wants to do great things at First Church. I know 
He has plans for us. I’m looking forward to spending this time 
with you, on our knees, listening for His next steps.

—Pastor Deryk

Spire Subscription Renewal
In an effort to conserve resources, we are asking all on our 

mailing list to respond if they wish to continue receiving The 
Spire by mail. To guarantee your subscription, either com-
plete the form below and mail it* (or drop it in the Offering 
plate), or just send an email to marilynd@firstchurch.org 
with the subject “Spire” and a message with your name, ad-
dress and phone. Also, be sure to let us know whether or not 
you would like to receive The Spire by email; and note that it 
is always available at firstchurch.org/spire.

Many of those not responding at all by summer will be re-
moved from that mailing list until they let us know otherwise.
*The Spire | First Church of Christ | 250 Main St. | Wethersfield, CT 06109

Simply return this form or send us an email (see above).
q Please make sure I/We stay on the Spire mailing list. 

Also, I am listing any corrections and any names at 
this address whose subscriptions can be removed:

q I would like to receive the Spire PDF by email in place 
of a printed copy.

 ADD’L NAMES TO BE REMOVED:

 MY NAME & PHONE:

 ADDRESS:

 EMAIL ADDRESS:

http://firstchurch.org/resources/the-spire
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+13%3A1-4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+18%3A9-18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+5%3A19-20&version=ESV


Love Your Neighbor
This month we’re highlighting the efforts of the First Church 

Missions and Outreach Ministry.
Our annual Missions Weekend, with the theme “Love Your 

Neighbor,” takes place April 14 and 15. By participating, you 
can learn how we make a difference in our community while wit-
nessing our faith. (See much more at firstchurch.org/mw.) It is 
a longstanding practice at First Church to tithe (share ten percent 
of its income) for this Ministry. During our current fiscal year, this 
resulted in a Missions and Outreach budget of about $140,000. 
It’s a commitment to “put our money where our mouth is.”

Note that “Serving Saturday” offers an opportunity for you to 
work directly with Sparrow Ministries, Hartford City Mission, ABC 
Women’s Center, or World Vision, followed by a dinner with spe-
cial speakers. On Sunday there also will be speakers, and lunch.

Our missions work does not stop there. We also have ongo-
ing service efforts such as Love146 (contact: Alice Goodrich), 
Feed My Starving Children (Joyce McNamara), Prison Alpha 
(Larry Mayer), our Peru and Dominican Republic trips, and 
with prayer and funds, support for several foreign and domestic 
missionaries. Also, our pastors are directly involved, with special 
kudos to Pastor Todd, who is our representative to Hartford City 
Mission, Urban Alliance, and South Park Inn.

We all know how often the Bible talks about loving our neigh-
bor. That includes those in need. As we read in 1 Peter 4:10, 
“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve 
others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” 
The members of the Missions and Outreach Ministry and the First 
Church staff have done an excellent job of identifying worthwhile 
community organizations that need support. It is up to us to step 
forward now, with love, to help.

See you on Serving Saturday! — Brian Flandermeyer

Our Church Makes a Difference
By supporting First Church, you help much more than just the 

people and facilities that constitute your church home—you also 
support the Church’s outreach. Here are some recent examples:
l  Missions Weekend—Serving Saturday provides an opportu-

nity for First Church members to Love Your Neighbor by serv-
ing with the organizations noted earlier, on Saturday, April 14.

l  Understanding Dementia is a two-part series presented by 
Caring Ministries. As of March 7, 65 members and area resi-
dents were registered for the March 10 presentation and over 
70 for the March 24 session. See firstchurch.org/dementia.

l  Altar’d, the Women’s Retreat with speaker Jennifer Kennedy 
Dean, attracted well over 100 registrants.

l  Mastering Motherhood begins officially in the fall, following 
leadership training. Tessa and Todd, along with Vickie Ander-
son, are responsible.

l  Mark Charette has been working with the group known as Trail 
Life. This organization is similar to the Boy Scouts but more 
faith-based. First Church is planning to have the first Trail Life 
troop in Connecticut.

Status Report
l  New Member Orientation — Nineteen prospective new mem-

bers participated in this opportunity on February 25. Joining 
Sunday is April 8.

l  Historic Resources Committee Chairperson Roger Willard 
provided the group’s Annual Report to the Executive Board. 
The Committee also includes Nathan Hollings, Henry von 
Wodtke, and Carol Chase. The Congregational Library in Bos-
ton is seeking permission to allow some of our earliest his-
torical documents to be copied, digitized, and catalogued. A 
formal proposal will be forthcoming.

l  Marsh Campaign donations have now provided more than 
$225,000 toward restoring the Memorial Funds in the Endow-
ment, borrowed for the Marsh Building Project.

l  We are grateful for the several gifts that made the Wells Area 
Coffee Station possible. This new fellowship resource entered 
service on March 11.

l  Operating Fund Gifts fell short of budget in both January and 
February, so the generous improvement achieved in Decem-
ber was nearly erased. By the end of February, donations for 
the first eight months of the church year were $40,000 less than 
anticipated. Fortunately, operating expenses have also been 
less than budgeted, but seasonal costs are starting to appear.
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Report from the Executive Board — Member Update

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT
FRIDAY, APRIL 20 — 5:30 to 8:30

Allow us to bless you with a night out! We will feed your children dinner, 
play games, and have a craft project. You can drop off and pick up at any 
time during our hours. Register now at www.firstchurch.org/pno.

VACATION BIBLE CAMP — JULY 16-20
Shipwrecked: Rescued by Jesus — We can’t wait for summer! VBC 

runs from 8:45 to noon each day. All from age 4 to completed grade 5 
are invited to laugh, play, pray, celebrate, imagine, give, and explore! 
Register now at www.firstchurch.org/vbc. Register by June 15 to pay 
$35; after June 18, the cost is $40 per student. Bring a first-time friend 
and they come for free!

NEWSFamilyMinistry

http://firstchurch.org/ministries/missions--outreach/missions-weekend-2018
http://firstchurch.org/ministries/caring-and-support/dementia-series
http://firstchurch.org/ministries/family/parents-night-out-
http://firstchurch.org/ministries/family/vbc
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What does the disciple’s journey look like? For each person 
the path may be different. For all, that path leads to Jesus.

Carley Jagel grew up at First Church. She is now a student 
at Purdue University in Indiana, where she studies Humanitar-
ian Engineering. I want to share 
Carley’s story with our First Church 
family. We speak often about the 
disciple’s journey, and I find it help-
ful to hear the stories of what that 
journey looks like.

Last summer, in a huge step of 
faith, Carley offered her entire sum-
mer break to Jesus. Rather than 
working to earn money, or pursuing 
an internship to advance her ca-
reer, she joined the staff of Group 
Mission Trips. For two months, 
she poured herself into the lives of 
campers from around the country 
as they came to encounter Jesus 
in the city of Minneapolis. The story 
of how she got there is a story of 
God’s faithfulness in Carley’s life.

That story began several years 
ago, when Carley took her first 
mission trip—to Keansburg, New 
Jersey, with our First Church Work-
camp Mission Team.

I was beyond excited to attend 
my first Workcamp. I had been thinking about it, and planning 
for it, for over a year. I had watched my friends go to Alabama 
the year before and heard their stories. I couldn’t wait. I was 
thrown way out of my comfort zone the first night of Workcamp. 
I spent that week getting to know the 
amazing people in my crew, praying 
over others, talking about my walk 
with Jesus, repairing the roof of our 
resident, and speaking in front of 
hundreds of others about how I had 
seen God at work. God filled me with 
so much love and confidence that 
week. He showed me how capable 
I am when I lean on Him and trust 
His plan.

The powerful experience of a week-
long mission trip can plant a seed in 
the heart of a high school student. In 
Carley’s case, that seed flourished. I 
asked Carley to reflect on her experi-
ences as a student who walked the 
line of being faithful to Jesus while 
navigating the halls of high school 
and college.

In high school, my faith became my 
own as I found my passions in Jesus, 
my purpose, and my strengths. Ev-
eryone’s relationship with God is so different. Even though it is 
the same God, He writes a different story for each of us. My faith 

became mine when I realized that God was loving, and seeking, 
me personally. At the same time, I discovered that He filled my 
heart with passions and gave me skills to glorify Him. Your faith 
can make you stand out in high school, or cause you to feel 

different than the people around 
you. I struggled with this. I learned 
that the friendships you gain by 
conforming are not the friend-
ships you want in life. In college, I 
joined a Bible study and found a lo-
cal church to attend. Even though 
some Sundays I would go alone, 
this has kept me rooted in my faith 
and connected to God.

In high school, Carley came into 
her own as a follower of Jesus. 
She found ways to serve: as a 
peer minister at East Catholic High 
School and as a participant in sum-
mer mission trips with First Church. 
At college, she saw the importance 
of remaining connected to the body 
of Christ. It was during this time 
that she began to feel God tugging 
her into a deeper commitment of 
service to His Kingdom.

Her powerful experiences as a 
Workcamp Mission Trip participant 
had planted a seed in her heart 

that would lead to her applying to go on staff with the organiza-
tion, serving as one of their summer “Red Shirts.” In this role, 
Carley had the opportunity for several weeks to stand before 
youth groups from all over our country and lead them in worship 

and in proclaiming the Good News of 
Jesus Christ.

Group Mission Trips changed my 
life. I fell in love with their ministry. 
I had known I wanted to be a Red 
Shirt since I came home from my 
very first trip. To become a Red Shirt, 
I had to give up several competitive 
internship opportunities. I desired to 
be a Red Shirt, but those internships 
would help propel my career. In the 
end, I felt that God was pushing me 
toward being a Red Shirt, and I am so 
glad He did. My faith in Jesus is what 
pushes me forward. I don’t know ex-
actly what my future holds, but I feel 
confident that I am pursuing Jesus. I 
know that He is leading the way!

I love Carley’s story!
I wish there were room to share 

more. I pray that you will be encour-
aged that Jesus is at work in our 
midst. May His faithfulness in Car-

ley’s life fill you with hope and perseverance as you continue in 
your journey as His disciple! — Pastor Todd
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Carley Jagel: A Disciple’s Journey



Music Search Committee
Update

The Search Committee is pleased to report that it has 
received several applications for the Organist and Choir 
Director position.

The Committee would also like members of the congrega-
tion to assist by sharing the job description with potential ap-
plicants and church music organizations—including relevant 
college music departments—to attract qualified candidates. 
Applications from members of the congregation are also and 
always welcome.

The job position is online at firstchurch.org/musicsearch.  
Thank you for your prayers as we continue this important search!

Our Music Director Search Committee members are (top) 
Robert Galloway, Nate Hollings, Burt Johnson, (bottom) 
Ruth Luipold, Barbara Pierce, and John Preysner.
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Midweek Connect Update
Our dinners, Family Ministry activities 

and adult class are offered on Wednes-
days. Dinner is served from 5:30 to 6:15 
p.m. in Keith Jones Hall, at $5/person or 
$10/family. There will be no evening ac-
tivities (except DivorceCare) on Wednes-
day of Holy Week (March 28). See details 
at firstchurch.org/mc. However, we are 
offering a dinner of soup and bread at 5:30 
on Maundy Thursday, March 29.

Easter Angels Needed
Would you like to brighten the day of 

our bereaved and homebound members 
this Easter? If you would be able to deliver 
Easter plants for these members, please 
sign up on the poster in the Wells Fel-
lowship Area. Distribution of plants, with 
instructions, will be on Monday, April 2, 
between 9:00 a.m. and noon.

HIPAA Rules Alert
All local hospitals have had to revise how 

they record and handle patient information. 
One significant result is that hospitals no 
longer record a patient’s reported church 
affiliation, and accordingly cannot tell us if 

anyone from First Church is among their 
patients. We can no longer obtain this in-
formation through hospital  staff. If you or 
a loved one desires a visit from someone 
at First Church during a hospital stay, call 
Caring Ministries at 860.529.1575 x210.

Workcamp & Camp Berea
For a student, an intentional week away 

can be a powerful impetus for a decision to 
follow Jesus (see page 4!). We have two 
exciting opportunities this summer.

Our Workcamp team (with Group Mis-
sion Trips) will travel to Camillus, NY, June 
24-30. Students who have completed 
grade 8 or above are invited to join us; reg-
ister online at firstchurch.org/workcamp.

Camp Berea, 7/29 to 8/4, is open to stu-
dents who have completed grade 6 and up. 
This fun-filled week has been life-changing 
for our students, thanks to the moving wor-
ship and dynamic speakers. Register at 
berea.org/summer (scroll down to the 
7/29 to 8/4 trip) or contact Di Krause.

Annual Meeting Called
Notice is hereby given that the Annual 

Meeting of First Church of Christ will be 
held in the Meetinghouse on Sunday, April 

29, at 11:30 a.m., following the 10:00 a.m. 
worship services. All members are urged 
to attend. Annual Reports will be on tables 
starting Sunday, April 15. Included in the 
business of the meeting will be the election 
of officers, a Moment of Memory, and any 
other appropriate matters.

Understanding Dementia
Understanding Dementia is being of-

fered by Caring Ministries and the North 
Central Region Alzheimer’s Association. 
Part 2 of this two-part series addresses 
“Effective Communication Strategies,” 
Saturday, March 24, from 10:00 to 11:15 
a.m. in Keith Jones Hall, with Esther Cor-
coran, Program Director, Alzheimer’s As-
sociation for Connecticut. To attend, call 
Caring Ministries, 860.529.1575 x210 or 
email caring@firstchuch.org. Details are at 
firstchurch.org/dementia.

Easter Breakfast
Join us on Easter Sunday at 6:30 a.m. 

for our Easter Breakfast in Keith Jones 
Hall! Register at firstchurch.org/eb or call 
Di Krause at 860.529.1575 x303 (and/or 
volunteer to help cook or clean up). Cost is 
$10 per family or $5 per person.

Holy Week and Easter
PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 25

l Start the Parade — Message by Deryk Richenburg
Text — Romans 8:31-39

l Palm Sunday Lenten Memorial Concert at 4:00 p.m.
Including: Barber’s Adagio for Strings

and Brahms’s How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place
See page 6 or firstchurch.org/concerts.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28
Regular Wednesday activities are suspended

for Holy Week (except DivorceCare).

MAUNDY THURSDAY, MARCH 29
A dinner of soup and bread at 5:30 p.m.

Tenebrae/Communion Service at 6:30 p.m.
Message by Wayne

 Tenebrae is the Latin term for shadows. Experience Scripture 
lessons along with gradual extinguishing of lights—a beautiful ob-
servance of the Last Supper.

GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 30
Good Friday Service, 2:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Meditation by Tessa
Be in observance of Jesus’ final moments on the Cross.

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 1
Easter Services in the Meetinghouse:

7:30, 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
Sunrise Service: 6:00   l   Easter Breakfast: 6:30

Easter details on page 3 and at firstchurch.org/Easter2018

http://firstchurch.org/ministries/music-and-arts/organist-and-choir-director-job-description
http://firstchurch.org/ministries/music-and-arts/concerts
http://firstchurch.org/files/PDFs/DG/Easter%20flyer%201up%20PQ%20no%20conv.pdf
http://firstchurch.org/ministries/caring-and-support/midweek-connect
http://firstchurch.org/ministries/family/workcamp
http://berea.org/summer/
http://firstchurch.org/ministries/caring-and-support/dementia-series
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?id=EdsCVrCrpAvUmeT2Fb5s5Q==&site=10194&ReturnUrl=events%2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=5339&EventID=155412&sn=10194
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uting via a monthly automatic withdrawal from 
your bank account—call the Finance Office, 
860.529.1575 x221. You can also give online, 
at firstchurch.org (the ONLINE GIVING tab).
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Worship Times:
Traditional Services: 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.
Contemporary “Wind” Service: 10:00 a.m.

OUR MISSION
We are a community of Jesus 

followers who love God, love one 
another, and make disciples.

SPIRE DEADLINE
Material for the next issue of The Spire, 
which will be mailed/emailed on April 
25, must be submitted to Dave Gilbert 
by noon on Friday, April 13, at daveg@
firstchurch.org or 860.529.1575 x225.
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by The First Church of Christ in Wethersfield, 250 Main Street, Wethersfield, Connecticut 06109.
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BOOK OF LIFE
ENTERED ETERNAL LIFE
Doris L. Ellis, January 16, 2018 (corrected)
James E. “Jim” Roberts, January 24, 2018
Ruth (Miller) Birmingham, January 27, 2018
Bernice E. Rowe, January 31, 2018
Ralph T. Mattson, February 10, 2018
James A. “Jimmy” D’Errico, February 12, 2018
Stanley Francis “Stan” Peer, February 23, 2018
Bruce B. Woodward, March 6, 2018

Our Church unites in an expression of
heartfelt sympathy to their families.

BORN
Zechariah Geoge Dunn, son of Roger and 

Heather (Begina) Dunn, November 1, 2017
Hope Catherine Minerly, daughter of Bryan 

and Molly (Chase) Minerly, February 4, 2018

BAPTIZED
Henry John Higham, son of John and Cristina 

(Conte) Higham, Februry 11, 2018
Hazel Alida Romell, daughter of Brian R. and 

Emma (Bobst) Romell, Februry 25, 2018

WE WARMLY INVITE you to attend this deeply 
moving and sacred concert on Palm Sunday, 
March 25, at 4:00 p.m. Featured will be our 
First Church choirs and the Connecticut Virtuosi 
Chamber Orchestra. Marcia LaReau will be our 
guest conductor.

The concert’s mood will be set by a haunting 
choral chant, followed by Barber’s Adagio for 
Strings—a contemplation of Christ’s sufferings. 
Then Pastor Deryk will serve as our narrator 
and lead us through Lenten Canticles, a service 
commemorating the steps of Christ, bringing us 
face-to-face with our hope of salvation.

Finally, Brahms’s How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling 
Place will surround us with the tangible procla-
mation of our future hope.

Will you be with us? Hear both new and famil-
iar music to delve deeper into Christ. And bring your friends and family. An offering will be 
received, and childcare is provided for those up to age 8.                 —Linda Henderson

Crown of Thorns, Crown of Hope
PALM SUNDAY LENTEN MEMORIAL CONCERT

Sunday, March 25  •  4:00 PM

Jesus teaches us to “Love Your Neighbor.” 
On Saturday, April 14, we are offering several 
opportunities to help local area ministries.

Registration is still open for Sparrow Min-
istries and Hartford City Mission’s Vine 
Street and Glory Chapel locations. Use our 
sign-up sheets or see firstchurch.org/mw 
for details and to register.

We are offering a free dinner at 6:00 p.m. 
in Keith Jones Hall, followed by our speak-
ers, then desserts and coffee in the Wells 
Area (complete with Missions tables). Our 
speakers are longtime mission trip leader 
John Powers, and a representative from 
ABC Women’s Center in Middletown. Please 
sign up at church or call 860.529.1575 x213.

Our own Sam Hollings will give a mis-
sions-related message during morning wor-
ship on Sunday, April 15. There will be only 
one service that morning—at 10:00 a.m.

Then, to close this year’s Missions Week-
end, we are offering a light lunch in Keith 
Jones Hall, with speakers Dave Ambrose of 
Hartford City Mission and Russell Jarvis of 
Urban Alliance.

*   *   *
God has called us to go out into nearby 

communities to be His hands and feet, to 
show His love to those who might not know 
Him or know how much He loves them. Let’s 
answer His call by saying yes to Him and 
following His lead. See firstchurch.org/mw.

Missions Weekend: Love Your Neighbor
 Saturday, April 14 Sunday, April 15
 Serving Projects  |  Dinner, 6 PM One Worship Service  |  Lunch

http://firstchurch.org/ministries/missions--outreach/missions-weekend-2018
http://firstchurch.org/ministries/missions--outreach/missions-weekend-2018
http://firstchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchPage/
http://firstchurch.org/resources/online-giving
http://firstchurch.org/

