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AS WE LOOK AHEAD to this new year 
and try to forecast what’s coming, there 
is a high level of unpredictability. There 
are so many things that could happen 
in our individual lives. Sure, there are 
things we can plan and hope for. But if 
we are honest with ourselves, most of 
what will happen this year is unknown.

I can tell you something that is known.
God will never change—and, true to 

His nature, He will always give you good and perfect gifts.
This is how James puts it: “Every good gift and every perfect 

gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with 
whom there is no variation or shadow due to change” (James 
1:17).

What a great truth that is—one that you and I can rely on all 
year long. While things will change around us, God never will.

JANUARY 21  |  Find Him in the Flaws
Todd Willard, 2 Corinthians 12:1-10

JANUARY 28  |  These Three Things Remain
Wayne Luman, 1 Corinthians 13

In Rhythm with the Spirit:
Romans 8 Walk

FEBRUARY 4  |  Two Paths
Deryk Richenburg, Romans 8:1-8

FEBRUARY 11  |  Holy Spirit Power
Deryk Richenburg, Romans 8:9-11

FEBRUARY 18  |  Heirs
Deryk Richenburg, Romans 8:12-17

MARCH 4  |  Help
Deryk Richenburg, Romans 8:26-27

MARCH 11  |  Assurance
Deryk Richenburg, Romans 8:28-30

SUNDAY SERMONS

A.D. 2018: A New Year in Christ
Spire

He is consistent. Our Rock. He is the same yesterday and to-
day and forever (Hebrews 13:8). The theological word is that God 
is immutable. He doesn’t need to grow or mature. He is perfect 
and always will be.

And yes, our unchanging God also gives us good and perfect 
gifts. Everything you receive from Him this year will be good and 
perfect. As Paul says, “And we know that for those who love God 
all things work together for good, for those who are called ac-
cording to His purpose” (Romans 8:28).

May I tell you something else that is known this year?
While every gift will be good and perfect for us, that doesn’t 

mean we will understand or even appreciate every gift. When we 
feel this way, remember and rely on James 1:17. Then ask God 
some questions: God, what are You doing? Is this gift good? 
Help me to understand and embrace You and Your gifts.

This year we will experience many changes; let’s embrace the 
things that will never change. —Pastor Deryk

Spire Subscription Renewal
In an effort to conserve resources, we are asking all on our 

mailing list to respond if they wish to continue receiving The 
Spire by mail. To guarantee your subscription, either com-
plete the form below and mail it* (or drop it in the Offering 
plate), or just send an email to marilynd@firstchurch.org 
with the subject “Spire” and a message with your name, ad-
dress and phone. Also, be sure to let us know whether or not 
you would like to receive The Spire by email; and note that it 
is always available at firstchurch.org/spire.

Many of those not responding at all by summer will be re-
moved from that mailing list until they let us know otherwise.
*The Spire | First Church of Christ | 250 Main St. | Wethersfield, CT 06109

Simply return this form or send us an email (see above).
q Please make sure I/We stay on the Spire mailing list. 

Also, I am listing any corrections and any names at 
this address whose subscriptions can be removed:

q I would like to receive the Spire PDF by email in place 
of a printed copy.

 NAME & PHONE:

 ADDRESS:

 EMAIL ADDRESS:

http://firstchurch.org/resources/the-spire
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+corinthians+12%3A1-10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+corinthians+13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+8%3A1-8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+8%3A9-11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+8%3A12-17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+8%3A26-27&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+8%3A28-30&version=ESV


WHILE WE ARE NOT always aware of it, 
each of us and our church leaders are regu-

larly making choices. For instance, a church search committee is 
working hard to identify candidates to become our new organist 
and choirmaster. But as we prepare to fill this position, other sig-
nificantly related choices need to be made.

Some background is helpful here. In October, the Board re-
ported that during the last fiscal year 482 families provided an 
average annual gift of $2,529 in support of the church’s operat-
ing budget. The report also suggested that if, on average, each 
individual and family would increase its annual giving by $245, we 
could cover the cost of First Church activities and end our reliance 
on the dwindling endowment.

While we did not say so at the time, we recognize that differ-
ent circumstances affect each of our 482 families and individuals 
and that each of us has unique resources and a varying ability to 
adjust our offering. Moreover, each of us has 
differing blessings with which to support our 
church.

Recent events and data provide insight into 
church giving and philanthropy in America. First, 
on the individual church level, we learned that, 
on average, it takes 396 individuals or families 
to provide offerings that total one million dollars, 
which is, on average, $2,525 per year for each 
of these 396 individuals or families.

Second, our nation is the most generous 
country on earth, and most of the giving comes 
from individuals. Collectively, Americans give 
around three percent of our collective income 
to one’s church, and non-church charities and 
churchgoers are four times more likely to give. 
The average gift for each of these individuals is $2,520 per year.

Notwithstanding slightly higher-than-average individual giving, 
we do not fully fund our church’s annual expense, at least partially 
due to lower attendance. Even with the significant staff reductions 
made two years ago, we still must spend endowment funds to 
cover current costs. This year, $118,000 of the funding for operat-
ing expenses will come from the church’s endowment.

During the last couple of years, we also chose to refurbish the 
Marsh Building, and many of us decided to complete, accelerate 
or exceed our stated intention to fund this project, so it was not 
necessary to convert a temporary construction loan into mortgage 
debt. Praise God for this generosity.

GOOD NEWS! — Thankfully, during December, many of you in-
creased your giving. That generosity is a great help and sincerely 
appreciated. The magnitude of your gifts reduced the giving short-
fall to less than $13,000 for the current year.

Yet, even with your generous giving to end the year, First 
Church continues to rely on funds from the endowment to cover 
its operating expenses. Soon, this reality will require real choices. 
Eliminating the indicated shortfall and achieving the offering goal 
through June is the first step.

Beyond this, and as noted, an average increase in giving of 
$245 per individual or family would end the reliance on the en-
dowment fund to meet operating expenses. Please believe that 

we are not pretending this is a trivial amount of additional money. 
We only ask that you continue to pray for blessings and guidance 
for First Church and your Board as we continue to wrestle with 
this difficult situation.

Looking to the immediate future, the Music Search Committee 
is close to initiating a public search for a new organist and choir-
master. The current budget includes no specific funding for this 
new position, so adjustments are required. That and the fact that 
our ongoing donations fail to fund the approved budget as it now 
stands means that our First Church is fast approaching a decision 
point where we must consider the available choices and decide 
on the course that we will take.

We ask for your prayers and your thoughtful concerns and sug-
gestions as we navigate these swirling waters.

Our Church Makes A Difference
By supporting First Church, you help much more 
than just the people and facilities that consti-
tute your church home—you also support the 
Church’s outreach. Here are recent examples:

WSDK Radio (1550 AM and 95.3 FM) is leas-
ing studio space in our Marsh Building. We will 
receive nominal income and 26 minutes of free 
airtime per week. WSDK is a Christian station 
that focuses on family and shares music similar 
to that of K-LOVE. See story on page 4.

The Maven Borgen Memorial Service held 
recently at First Church was both heartbreaking 
and joyful—and noteworthy, in that we were able 
to minister to the many who joined us from the 
Charles Wright Elementary School, which Ma-
ven had attended.

Installation of a Wells Area Coffee Station is taking place dur-
ing January and February. This addition will enhance fellowship 
opportunities. See article on page 3.

The True Beauty event for teen girls was a great success, and 
several friends were also invited and were able to experience a 
Christian celebration that supported and encouraged them.

New Member Orientation is scheduled in the Drawing Room 
of the Morgan House on Sunday, February 25.

Status Report
The First Church Trustees’ Annual Report was shared with 

the Church’s Executive Board by Tom Englert, the Trustee’s 
Chairperson. They reviewed the Trustees’ new Charter and In-
vestment Policy Statement, as well as the fund’s positive recent 
investment performance. Currently, the Trustees are seeking a 
required fifth member.

Marsh Campaign donations have provided more than $130,000 
toward restoring the Memorial Funds in the endowment, borrowed 
for the Marsh Building Project.

Strategic Planning is a continuing focus for our Executive 
Board and Pastoral Staff. Initial discussions focused on identify-
ing core values—identifying both those that contribute and those 
that challenge. The next session will address reconciling them to 
our Church’s Mission and on updating its Vision Statement.
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Report from the Executive Board — Member Update
CHOICES

PAUL AUSTIN



Coffee Connect!

Looking for a better coffee?
First Church will soon have it!

We are excited to begin construction for a new coffee bar—with 
better coffee service— in the Wells Fellowship Area. Construc-
tion will begin soon and last a few weeks.

The amazing Bunn coffeemaker shown above (in David Luce’s 
office at the moment) is only the beginning. The area will include 
a sink and new cabinets, and, we repeat, better coffee! It will be 
a great addition to the Wells Area and will benefit our Sunday 
morning experience as well as other events.

We are so grateful for the gifts that came in to make this hap-
pen. The initial donation was made a few years ago, followed by 
additional gifts later.
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Midweek Connect
Our dinners, Family Ministry activities 

and adult class are back, Wednesdays, 
in Keith Jones Hall! Dinner is served from 
5:30 to 6:15 p.m. at $5 per person or $10 
per family. For the upcoming week’s din-
ner menu, activities for grades 1 through 
8, and Tessa’s new class on The Adven-
tures of Paul, visit firstchurch.org/mc.

Tessa’s New Class
The Adventures of Paul — Join Tessa 

Wednesday nights for an interactive 
study of Paul’s life, focusing on his sec-
ond missionary journey. Delve into Paul’s 
era and learn the cultural relevance of his 
teachings, as well as the significance of 
the Bible for our lives today. Find a legacy 
of faith in Paul. We’ll meet Jan. 24 to Feb. 
7, 6:30 to 8:00, in Room M201. Sign up 
with Marilyn at 860.529.1575 x213.

Red Cross Blood Drive
An American Red Cross Blood Drive will 

be held on Thursday, Jan. 25, from 1:00 to 
6:00 p.m. in the Fireside/Worship Rooms. 

For an appointment, call 800-RED-CROSS 
or visit redcrossblood.org.

Super Bowl Subs
Family Ministry is thrilled to be making 

handmade sub sandwiches for Super 
Bowl Sunday, Feb. 4! Simply place your 
orders in the Wells Area on either Sun-
day: Jan. 21 or 28. Subs will be made on 
Feb. 4 and can be picked up after servic-
es—or delivered, if local. All proceeds will 
support summer camp transportation. For 
details, contact Di Krause at 860.529.1575 
x303 or dianek@firstchurch.org.

Snow Jam 
Friday to Sunday, February 16-18,  all 

in grades 5–12 are invited to join us for 
this amazing winter getaway to the Sing-
ing Hills Retreat Center in Plainfield, New 
Hampshire, with inspiring messages, wor-
ship, great food, games, tubing, cross-
country skiing, and more! The cost is $160. 
Register now at firstchurch.org/snowjam. 
Questions? Please contact Di at dianek@
firstchurch.org or 860.529.1575 x303, or 
Pastor Todd at x205.

Work Camp
Every summer, the Lord puts together a 

team of our high school youths to be His 
hands, feet and heart for His mission field, 
as we partner with Group Mission Trips. 
Please contact us if you have any ques-
tions or would like to learn more about this 
fantastic experience. This summer, we will 
be traveling to Camillus, New York, from 
June 24 to 30. All students who will have 
completed grade 8 or higher are invited to 
join us! Visit firstchurch.org/workcamp.

DivorceCare
A new 13-week cycle will begin Wednes-

day, January 31, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. in 
the Morgan House Drawing Room. For info 
or to register, please call Caring Ministries 
at 860.529.1575 x210.

GriefShare
A new 13-week cycle will begin Monday, 

February 26, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the 
Morgan House. If you would like to attend 
or receive more information, please call 
Caring Ministries at 860.529.1575 x 210.

Women’s Retreat
Speaker: Jennifer Kennedy Dean

We invite you to join us for this year’s 
Women’s Retreat, Altar’d, as we dis-
cover the secret for living in freedom 
through the power of the Resurrection. 
The prophet Isaiah wrote:
The Lord will guide you continually,
Giving you water when you are dry, and 
restoring your strength.
You will be like a well-watered garden,

Like an ever-flowing spring. —Isaiah 58:11 (NLT)
Sometimes the heart feels parched. Parched for peace, for 

hope, for companionship. Sometimes, the heart needs to be 
Altar’d—changed on the altar of worship.

This year’s Women’s Retreat is a wonderful opportunity to 
spend time with the Lord, grow in your faith, and deepen your 
relationships. Leave behind the tribulations of your daily life and 
treat yourself to a time of enrichment and spiritual refreshment.

We are thrilled to welcome Jennifer Kennedy Dean, interna-
tional speaker and bestselling author, whose life-transforming 
messages are a catalyst for being Altar’d.

The retreat will be held at First Church Friday evening and 
Saturday,  March 16 and 17. The cost will be $75 for the full 
retreat, with catered lunch on Saturday and hearty snacks 
Friday evening. For the full schedule, or to register, please pick 
up a brochure at church. Full info, brochure and online regis-
tration (for full retreat only), are at firstchurch.org/retreat.

http://firstchurch.org/ministries/women/retreat
http://firstchurch.org/ministries/caring-and-support/midweek-connect
https://www.redcrossblood.org/
http://firstchurch.org/ministries/family/snow-jam
http://firstchurch.org/ministries/family/workcamp
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gIvIng — For info about e-giving—contrib-
uting via a monthly automatic withdrawal from 
your bank account—call the Finance Office, 
860.529.1575 x221. You can also give online, 
at firstchurch.org (the ONLINE GIVING tab).

facebook.com/FirstChurchPage

Worship Times:
Traditional Services: 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.
Contemporary “Wind” Service: 10:00 a.m.

OUR MISSIOn
We are a community of Jesus 

followers who love God, love one 
another, and make disciples.

SPIRE DEADLInE
Material for the next issue of The Spire, 
which will be mailed/emailed on March 
14, must be submitted to Dave Gilbert 
by noon on Friday, March 2, at daveg@
firstchurch.org or 860.529.1575 x225.

The Spire (USPS 441-830) is published monthly, except January, March, April, July and August,
by The First Church of Christ in Wethersfield, 250 Main Street, Wethersfield, Connecticut 06109.
POSTMASTER — Send address changes to: The Spire, 250 Main Street, Wethersfield, CT 06109-1893

BOOK OF LIFE
ENTERED ETERNAL LIFE
Howland “Howie” Mueller, December 14, 2017
Stephen Ogren, December 15, 2017
Corinne Willard, December 21, 2017
Holly (Beck) Clark, December 30, 2017
Marilyn “Mimi” Cornwall, January 2, 2018
Doris I. Ellis, January 16, 2018

Our Church unites in an expression of
heartfelt sympathy to their families.

BORN
Derek Mills Kratzer, son of Kevin and Katie 

(Bernardi) Kratzer, November 10, 2017
Oscar Monk Gilbert, son of Eric N. and Joelle 

(Berry) Gilbert, January 12, 2018

BAPTIZED
Abraham Hayes Price, son of Jordan and
 Ashley (DeLeo) Price, January 14, 2018

First Church’s Campanella and Soli Deo Gloria Handbell Choirs are pleased to present 
our 26th annual Super Bell Concert at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, January 28, along with our 
guest handbell choir from Bethany Covenant Church; Steven Yantz, Director. In addition, 
enjoy our Preschool’s very young Kristal Bell Ringers; Vickie Anderson, Preschool Direc-
tor. The Henderson Trio, always a highlight, will be performing as well.

Guest director for this beautiful, tintinnabulous event will be David Harris, who directs 
the Raleigh (North Carolina) Ringers, one of America’s most popular handbell ensembles 

(go to www.rr.org). Some 
of the special bells you will 
hear are English Whitecha-
pel and American Malmark 
handbells and choir chimes, 
and a set of Petit & Fritsen 
handbells from Holland.

The ever-popular Super 
Bell concert is open to the 
public. A free-will offering 
will be received, and child-
care is available for those up 
to age 8. Questions? Give us 
a ring at 860.529.1575 x209.

Super Bell XXVI:  January XXVIII
A CONCERT OF EXQUISITE RINGING
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During the renovation of the Marsh Build-
ing, we had many dreams for its use. One 
of those dreams was for it to be a blessing 
to the outside community.

With that in mind, we are excited to have 
the Christian radio station WSDK use space 
in Marsh. WSDK is part of the Life Changing 
Radio Network of New England, which oper-
ates seven Christian radio stations in five 
New England sates. WSDK can be heard 
locally at 1550 AM or 95.3 FM. For more in-
formation on this extraordinary station and its 
schedule, visit dev.lifechangingradio.com.

WSDK boasts shows from well-known 
Christian authors and speakers like Rick War-
ren, James MacDonald and Tony Evans. It 
also has local shows, including Ponderings 
with Joel Rissinger of LifeWay Church (for-

merly Mill Pond Church) in Newington and 
Rise and Shine with Al Kim.

Local shows will be produced at First 
Church; other programs will be received from 
New Hampshire over the Internet.

We are excited to have these wonderful 
and talented people with us and look forward 
to engaging with them more in the future.

Christian Radio Station WSDK Moves In!

http://rr.org/
http://dev.lifechangingradio.com/
http://www.firstchurch.org/
http://www.firstchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchPage/
http://firstchurch.org/resources/online-giving

