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“THINGS ARE NOT 
GOING THE WAY WE 
HAD HOPED.”

Zechariah could have 
said those words when 
he spoke about his and 
Elizabeth’s longing for 
children. Joseph prob-
ably said words a lot 
worse than that when he 
thought of his engage-
ment with Mary before 
he was met by God in 
a dream. For all of us, 
there are times when we 
find it hard to hear God’s 
voice. We spend time alone with Him to listen. We seek Him in 
His Word, and we speak to Him in prayer. Yet there seems to be 
no response.

You and I might grumble when we look at our nation, our state, 
our church, our lives. There is so much going on in our world that 
affects our view of how things are going. Shootings. Racial ten-
sions. Budgets—or lack thereof. Scandals. Fake news. Deaths 
of friends and family. Tweets. The list seems endless.

ADVENT &  CHRISTMAS
Midweek Advent Heart-to-Heart Services  |  Wednesdays: Dec. 6, 13 & 20  |  6:30 p.m.  |  Page 3

Christmas Concert  |  This Sunday, Dec. 10  |  4:00 p.m.  |  Page 4
Women’s & Seniors’ Luncheon with Guest Speaker Al Kim of WSDK  |  Tuesday, Dec. 12  |  Noon  |  Page 3

Christmas Pageant Plus  |  Sunday, Dec. 17  |  4:30 p.m.  |  Page 4
Christmas Eve Caroling, 5:00; and Candlelight Services, 6:30, 8:00, 9:30, 11:00  |  Sunday, Dec. 24  |   Page 3
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EXPECTATIONS
These things can pro-

foundly affect us, bringing 
disappointment, disillu-
sionment and depres-
sion. We look forward—
and the outlook seems 
bleak. We begin to lose 
hope and carry those 
feelings wherever we go.
ADVENT

The story of Advent 
is God entering into that 
disappointment through 
the Holy Spirit and pro-
viding hope. Zechariah 
and Elizabeth suddenly 

expect a baby. Joseph is told of God’s plans.
In these moments, the Holy Spirit encourages us to see Jesus 

rather than the problems. We are reminded that God is at work 
even when we don’t see it. We are given a choice: Focus on the 
disappointments, or focus on the work of Jesus.

The Holy Spirit brings us the hope of Jesus. That’s the mes-
sage of Advent and Christmas—the message we need to hear 
today. The message of Great Expectations. —Pastor Deryk

EXPECTATIONS SUNDAY SERMON SERIES
All of us have expectations. Some are realistic. Some are unmet. Some are just right.

Wherever we are, God shows up and provides hope that goes beyond our expectations.

DECEMBER 10 — Deryk Richenburg
Pregnant

Luke 1:39-45
DECEMBER 17 — Deryk Richenburg

Spirit-Filled Good News
Isaiah 61:1-3

CHRISTMAS EVE, DECEMBER 24 
Morning and Evening

10:00 a.m. — Todd Willard
6:30, 8, 9:30 & 11 p.m. — Deryk Richenburg

Great Expectations
Matthew 1:18-25

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A39-45&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+61%3A1-3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A18-25&version=ESV


Report from the Executive Board — Member Update
A Tale of Two Churches: Our Own

It is the best of times, 
it is the worst of times, it 
is the age of an avoided 
mortgage, it is the age 
of diminished giving, it is 
the epoch of developing 
plans, it is the epoch of 
apprehension, it is the 
season of holiday light, 
it is the season of bud-
get darkness, it is the 
spring of burgeoning 
hope for volunteerism, it 
is the winter of participa-
tory disappointment, we 
have everything before 
us, we have nothing be-
fore us, we are a com-
munity of Jesus followers who love God, love one another, and make disciples, or going another way. In short, it is a period of both 
blessing and challenge.

And Then There Was More!
BUDGET UPDATE — For the period July through September, offerings were $28,800 less than planned or approximately 12% less 

than the expected $248,000.   While concerning, there is time for recovery, because some spending items are avoided or delayed.   
These include $7,000 in salaries, (music, finance, and family ministries), $2,000 budgeted for finding a music director, and the fees 
for the church accounting review.  On a net basis, we are even with the budgeted expectations but about $20,000 worse than we 
were for the same period last year.

STRATEGIC PLANNING — The Executive Board and the Pastoral Staff have begun the Strategic Planning process. The first step is 
to consider and identify the core values of First Church.

ANNUAL ACCOUNTING REVIEW — We received the Independent Accountants’ Review Report affirming accordance with generally 
accepted accounting principles and that our bookkeeping is in good order.

MUSIC DIRECTOR SEARCH — The Committee enthusiastically thanks the 56 members (so far) who have shared their thoughtful 
insights regarding this position. The team is now preparing a position description that takes into account the shared observations.
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We are thrilled to welcome best-selling author 
and international speaker Jennifer Kennedy 
Dean as the keynote speaker of our twenty-
fourth Women’s Retreat. Jennifer is National 
Prayer Director for Christian Women, and 
her book Heart’s Cry has been named a Na-
tional Day of Prayer recommended resource.

The retreat starts on Friday evening, 
March 16, with registration opening at 5:00, and ends on Satur-
day afternoon. We want to ensure that our men also have the 
opportunity to have a taste of what our women will have experi-
enced during the weekend, so Jennifer has agreed to preach on 
Sunday, March 17.

To make this retreat as accessible to as many of our women as 
possible, the event will be held here at our beautiful church facili-
ties. The cost will be $75 for the full retreat, including a catered 

lunch on Saturday and snacks on Friday evening.
For those of you who have attended previous Women’s Re-

treats, they hardly need an introduction. You know that a weekend 
of meaningful Christian fellowship, love, prayer, and the deeper 
things of God awaits you. We also hope to welcome many new 
faces for this retreat. Online registration will soon become avail-
able for this event. To reserve your spot, please contact Mari-
lyn Danielson with a deposit of half the retreat registration fee. 
Space is limited for those who wish to participate in meals.
WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING ABOUT OUR SPEAKER

NYT bestselling author Lysa Terkeurst writes that Jennifer Ken-
nedy Dean “brings authenticity and wisdom to every event at 
which she speaks. Audience members leave feeling challenged, 
encouraged and changed.” Pam Farrel, author of Men Are Like 
Waffles, Women Are Like Spaghetti, says that Jennifer’s “teach-
ing has always refreshed my soul.”

Women’s Retreat Is Returning to First Church!
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Christmas Eve
Candlelight Services
6:30, 8:00, 9:30, & 11:00 PM

CHRISTMAS EVE at First Church is an unforgettable ex-
perience. Illuminated by chandeliers, the Meetinghouse is full of 
the joy Christ’s Birth brings! Pastor Deryk will give us an uplifting 
message—Expectations—and the music will be truly glorious!

Plan to be with us for this holy moment of celebration, and 
invite family, friends, and guests to be with you in God’s House 
that evening—at 6:30, 8:00, 9:30 or 11:00.

Childcare is provided during the 6:30 and 8:00 p.m. Christ-
mas Eve services for ages 5 and under, and our annual Happy 
Birthday, Jesus! Children’s Party will be held separately during 
the 6:30 service (please see below).
Happy Birthday, Jesus! Party at 6:30

During the 6:30 service, children from Kindergarten through 
Grade 3 are invited to the Fireside Room for a celebration of 
the Birthday of our King—with crafts, cupcakes, and a dramatic 
reading of the Nativity story! (Those in grade 4 and up are en-
couraged to attend church with their families.)
Caroling in Front of First Church at 5:00!

All are invited to gather for a Community Carol Sing on 
our church lawn at 5:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve! Song books, 
candles and hot chocolate will be provided, as well as brass 
accompaniment.

Women’s & Seniors’ Lunch
The inaugural luncheon 
for Women’s Fellowship 
and our Seniors Ministry 
will feature the wonderful 
(and entertaining!) broad-

caster Al Kim, known to many of us as 
the host of Rise & Shine on Life Chang-
ing Radio WSDK. Al has been working in 
media/radio for nearly 20 years. Besides 
his broadcasting career, he has helped 
execute radio marketing plans for some 
of the biggest names in Christian music, 
including Steven Curtis Chapman, Michael 
W. Smith, and Amy Grant.

Be with us at noon on Tuesday, Dec. 

12, in Keith Jones Hall! To register, and for 
more details, call Marilyn at 860.529.1575 
x213. See Al Kim’s more extensive bio and 
other info at firstchurch.org/luncheon.

Music Director Search
The Music Search Committee thanks 

the many congregants (56 so far) who 
have responded to the request for input 
regarding the search for a new Music Di-
rector. Forms will continue to be accept-
ed through Sunday, December 17. After 
that, please contact committee members 
or email musicsearch@firstchurch.org to 
share any thoughts you may have regard-
ing this important process.

Preschool Registration
Registration for our next school year is 

right around the corner!
We will be offering our church and pre-

school families priority registration start-
ing Tuesday, January 9, for our 2018-19 
preschool year!  If you are interested in 
registering, be sure to save that date!  

If you have an interest but haven’t had 
a chance to tour our school, please stop 
by. We would love to share with you all 
the wonderful things that are happening 
on a daily basis. Check out our website,
firstchurch.org/preschool, or call the 
office at 860.529.1575. We’d be happy to 
answer any questions that you may have.

Midweek Advent Services
The Heart of Advent

Every Advent season is enriched by our very special 
midweek “Heart-to-Heart” services of prayer and Holy Com-
munion, offered in the Meetinghouse Wednesday evenings 
from 6:30 to 7:15.

During the three services — December 6, 13 and 20 — a 
different member of our family of faith will speak briefly, Heart-
to-Heart, focusing on inspiring stories from their own lives. 
Our three speakers are, respectively, Alice Goodrich, Mark 
Charette and Patti Sicord.

The final one — on December 20 — will be followed by a 
healing service. After the Heart-to-Heart talk and service of 
Communion, there will be an opportunity for those who would 
like to receive prayer for healing from one of the pastors.

On Dec. 6, our speaker will be Alice Goodrich. 
A member for 31 years, Alice has served our 
church community in many vital ways, writing, 
“Serving is how I’ve grown over the years. God 
stretches us when we open ourselves to His 

leading. We are all blessed to be a blessing.”
Mark Charette will share on Dec. 13. Mark 

has attended for 24 years, accepting a variety 
of leadership roles to help advance God’s vi-
sion for First Church. His desire and heart are 
seeking God and serving and loving his family.

On Dec. 20, our speaker will be Patti Sicord. 
Patti has been attending First Church for eleven 
years and is currently a first-year Deacon. She 
has served in a number of crucial capacities 
through the years. Patti has a heart for those 

going through the pain of separation and divorce.
For their full bios, please see firstchuch.org/advent2017.

Christmas Angels Needed
You can brighten the day of our homebound or bereaved 

members this Christmas! 
Plants will be delivered on Tuesday, December 26. To deliver 

two or three of our colorful Christmas plants; please sign up on 
the poster located in the Wells Fellowship Area, or call Caring 
Ministries at 860.529.1575 x210. Thank you so much!

http://firstchurch.org/worship/advent-services
http://firstchurch.org/ministries/preschool/home
http://firstchurch.org/ministries/women/women_s-fellowship


I am so excited about this year’s Pageant + 
— without a doubt, one of my favorite Fam-
ily Ministry events. We’ll begin with an amaz-
ing, and classic, Christmas 
Pageant in the Meeting-
house, and then move to 
a big bash in Keith Jones 
Hall, complete with Christ-
mas games, pizza, and an 
amazing Hot Chocolate 
Bar. I can’t wait.

This is a great time for 
our church family to come together to cele-
brate our love for one another and the hope 

we have in Jesus.
So sign up today! Don’t let this one pass 

you by. You can register your family online at 
firstchurch.org/pageant. 
We also encourage you 
to invite a guest. This is 
a great night to introduce 
someone to our awesome 
First Church Family.

There are lots of ways to 
help out, too! If you’d like 
to find out how you can 

be involved, get in touch with Di Krause at 
860.529.1575 x303. —Pastor Todd
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gIvIng — For info about e-giving—contrib-
uting via a monthly automatic withdrawal from 
your bank account—call the Finance Office, 
860.529.1575 x221. You can also give online, 
at firstchurch.org (the ONLINE GIVING tab).

facebook.com/FirstChurchPage

Worship Times:
Traditional Services: 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.
Contemporary “Wind” Service: 10:00 a.m.

OUR MISSIOn
We are a community of Jesus 

followers who love God, love one 
another, and make disciples.

SPIRE DEADLInE
Material for the next issue of The Spire, 
which will be mailed/emailed on Jan. 
17, must be submitted to Dave Gilbert 
by noon on Friday, Jan. 5, at daveg@
firstchurch.org or 860.529.1575 x225.

The Spire (USPS 441-830) is published monthly, except January, March, April, July and August,
by The First Church of Christ in Wethersfield, 250 Main Street, Wethersfield, Connecticut 06109.
POSTMASTER — Send address changes to: The Spire, 250 Main Street, Wethersfield, CT 06109-1893

Our annual Christmas Concert—this 
year titled Natum vidimus natum (Born 
Was Christ Jesus)—will feature the exu-
berant Christmas Cantata for choir, brass 
and organ by Daniel Pinkham, and cho-
ral works including There Is No Rose by 
Philip Stopford and Lullee, Lullay by local 
composer and organist Peter Niedmann. 
Lullee, Lullay “is what every Christmas 
concert . . .needs more of: a ‘lullaby’ com-
bining a poignant and elegant text with 
music that is thoughtful, well wrought, and 
appealing” (The American Organist).

Pre-concert music will be provided at 
3:15 by the Wethersfield High School Cho-
ralaires, directed by Scott Rioux.

Our own Dr. Ellen Gilson Voth will 
conduct, and there will be carols for all to 
sing! Enjoy the exquisite music performed 
by the First Church Choir, Cantata Sing-
ers and Carol Choir, with brass and organ. 
Soloists will be Nancy Andersen, Anne 
Graczyk-Druce, Adrienne Milics, David 
Baker, and Jermaine Woodard Jr.

A free-will offering will be received, and 
childcare is provided up to age eight.

Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 10   |   4:00 p.m.

NEXT — Super Bell XXVI, Sunday, Jan. 28, at 4 p.m. See firstchurch.org/concerts.

Christmas Pageant Plus
Sunday, December 14   |   4:30 -7:30 p.m.

+

BOOK OF LIFE
ENTERED ETERNAL LIFE
Ruth Day, November 17, 2017
Betty Pomroy, November 18, 2017

Our Church unites in an expression of
heartfelt sympathy to their families.

BAPTIZED
Benjamin Jason Selden, son of Jason and 

Emily (Bazzano) Selden, October 22, 2017

Outreach Gift Shop 
Celebrates 35 Years!

Meg Barstow and Ruth Truex had 
a vision for helping people around 
the world. In 1982, using a mere 
closet, they opened a shop, its mis-
sion to reach out to our brothers and 
sisters in developing regions, pro-
viding a market for articles made by 
disadvantaged artisans.

We are preparing for Christmas 
with new merchandise arriving soon, 
and having a sale. Stop by the shop 
for wonderful gift-giving ideas! We 
are open after the Sunday morn-
ing services, with extra openings to 
be scheduled during the Christmas 
season. Thank you for your support 
through the years.

http://firstchurch.org/ministries/family/christmas-pageant
http://firstchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchPage/
http://firstchurch.org/resources/online-giving
http://firstchurch.org/
http://firstchurch.org/ministries/music-and-arts/concerts

