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Reformation Turns 500
Dr. Glenn Sunshine to Give the Message on Reformation Sunday, October 29

SUNDAY SERMONS
In Rhythm with the Spirit
The Holy Spirit wants to do more in us.

OCTOBER 29 — Glenn Sunshine
The Monk who Changed the World 

Not part of series. 8:30 and combined 10:00 services.

NOVEMBER 5 — Deryk Richenburg
The Spirit of Truth

JOHN 16:4-15

NOVEMBER 12 — Todd Willard
Born Again

MARK 4:1-20

NOVEMBER 19 — Tessa Beauregard
The Geometry of Love

EPHESIANS 3:14-19 and GALATIANS 4:6
THIRD-GRADERS RECEIVE BIBLES

NOVEMBER 26 — Deryk Richenburg
Transformation

2 CORINTHIANS 3:12-18

DECEMBER 3 — Deryk Richenburg
Spirit-Filled Good News

ISAIAH 61:1-3

ON HALLOWEEN, 500 years ago this 
year, a monk changed the world.

Martin Luther had joined the mon-
astery as a young man after making 
a panicked vow during a violent thun-
derstorm. Before long, he became 
overwhelmed by God’s holiness and 
his own sinfulness, driving him to fol-
low every devotional practice avail-
able to him as a monk and theology 
student. Yet nothing relieved his guilt.

Then, one day, while studying the 
Bible, he realized that God did not 

demand perfect holiness from us, but rather provided holiness to 
us through the work of Jesus, and that in return all God required 
from us was our trust (faith). Luther thus rediscovered the biblical 
Gospel that had been obscured by centuries of philosophical and 
theological speculation and ritual practices.

Building on this discovery, Luther developed a new approach to 
theology, which he intended to be an improvement on the Catho-
lic theologies of his day and which he hoped would help reform 
the Church.

Then Pope Leo X authorized an indulgence sale to raise mon-
ey to pay for St. Peter’s Basilica and his own lavish lifestyle. The 
indulgence sellers claimed that for just a few coins you could buy 
your way into heaven.

As a theologian, Luther knew this was nonsense. He wrote up 
his critique of the indulgence sale in his 95 Theses Against In-
dulgences and published them on October 31, 1517.

The Catholic Church did not respond well to his criticism, and, 
as a result, the church in Europe split between Catholics and 
Protestants. Because in this period religion was the framework 
that held together all parts of life, the rise of Protestantism would 
affect family, work, economics, education, science, politics and 
political theory—and in the process, lay the foundation for the 
modern world. — Glenn Sunshine

For the past seven years, First Church has sponsored children through Com-
passion International and collaborated with Temple Zion in Barranca, Peru, in 
their ministry work to demonstrate the love of Jesus and break the cycle of pov-
erty. Sponsored children are provided with medical and dental care, educational 
support, and hot meals. For some, it is the only meal they will receive that day.

But the impact does not stop with the sponsored child. Friends and family 
benefit, too. As a child grows through the Compassion project, they share what 
they are learning about hygiene, self-esteem, self-worth, and walking a faithful 
Christian life. Knowing that the sponsored child in the family will be provided for 
at the project, scarce resources in the home can also be reallocated.

Our sponsorships provide the project with those valuable funds. Working 
through the local church, the community sees the church, not Compassion, 
reaching out and caring for the children, and it draws them in as well.

I have spoken with former Compassion children who now work for Compas-
sion. They tell how a sponsorship changed their lives. They recall the excitement 
of receiving letters from their sponsors and the love and support they felt through 
those letters. I have also heard stories from people who received very few, if any, 
letters from their sponsors and the negative messages those conveyed.

As we prepare for the trip, we 
would like to send a different mes-
sage. Regardless of whether a 
child is sponsored or not, the team 
hopes to take a quart-size Ziploc 
bag gift for each child in the proj-
ect. That means 540 baggies. Not 
all the children at the project have 
First Church sponsors, but we are 
the first place Compassion turns 
to find sponsorship for children new to the program. The team has prepared a 
small flyer and has been providing baggies to help in this effort. The flyer, and 

Peru Team Ready; Seeks Gifts for Children

(Continued on Page 4)
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Report from the Church Council — Member Update
Recognizing the Obvious

Or.. . What to Do When Sal or Sally Is Missing: Is There a Better Way?
Members of the Board of Deacons, Church Council and staff are often asked, “Does 
the church follow up on why certain people or families are no longer attending?” They 
are also frequently asked, “Do we do an exit interview when people leave?” The im-
plication is that we need to strive to understand why people leave so we can correct 
anything we are able to correct and accept the things that we cannot change.

At the September Church Council meeting, we talked about these questions and what 
the staff, the Church Council and each First Church member can do to help identify 
people we are not seeing in church. Sometimes when people leave, they tell us they 
are leaving and why. In other cases, we may find out through another church because 
they are transferring their membership. Some congregants will tell the church they are 
moving—others just leave. What we do know is that people leave for varied reasons 

and there is no consistent cause that can easily be addressed. In some cases, any of us can help retain those who have been gathered 
at First Church by reaching out in friendship.

The reality is that when any of us recognizes someone is absent, an opportunity 
exists to reach out to those friends or acquaintances we miss seeing. There is, of 
course, a limit to the number of faces and names that each of us can recognize 
and identify; therefore, no single individual or small group can keep track of those 
who may be absent.

Fortunately, each of us can play a role in identifying and reaching out to the ab-
sent. If this responsibility causes you to feel uncomfortable, turn it around and think 
about how good you would feel if someone recognized that they had not seen you 
in church lately and reached out to see if you were okay. Furthermore, if you notice 
someone new, welcome them and ask how you can be of help.

Please ask yourself, “What can I do to make First Church a warmer fellowship?” “How can I be more loving to my friends and acquain-
tances?” Then recognize, pray for, reach out, and be a friend. Pray for those who are not in church, that the Holy Spirit moves within 
them to return to church.

And Then There Was More!
l The Executive Board voted to appoint Matt Rader and Chuck Robison, who volunteered to be members of the Leadership Commit-

tee, replacing John Hickey and Grace Gaillard, respectively,. The Board also voted to appoint Terri Dowling as Chairperson of the 
Missions and Outreach Ministry, replacing Chip and Marla Darius. All of the appointed will serve until the membership vote at the 
2018 Annual Meeting.

l The membership joyfully gave generously in support of the Marsh Building Project and allowed us to retire the construction loan 
and avoid its conversion to an ongoing mortgage. There remains an outstanding balance totaling just over $516,000 of donations 
intended but not yet received. The fulfillment of the amounts set forth in the Marsh Letters of Intent will be used to restore the En-
dowment Funds that the church borrowed from itself, so they will be available to meet other needs.

l In August, operational spending exceeded income by $10,300. Actual expenses for the year-to-date (July 1 thru August 31) ex-
ceeded income by $15,900. Offerings for the year-to-date through August were $12,400 less than anticipated.

l During the fiscal year 2016-2017, 482 individuals or families provided an average annual gift of $2,529 in support of the church 
operating budget. These gifts totaled $1,240,614. Through August, the current annual giving rate for the same number of individu-
als or families has been only $2,204. If continued, this would result in a year-end giving shortfall of approximately $178,500. The 
good news is that we avoided converting the construction loan to a mortgage, but while doing so, we fell behind on meeting our 
operating budget commitments. We have time to correct this shortfall, and while we are accomplishing that, we also have plenty of 
time to increase our average annual giving by $374 to reach an average annual gift of $2,903. This small annual increase would 
eliminate the need to divert $137,000 from the Endowments to fund annual operating expenses.

l Volunteers are always needed, and the Council is asking all members to consider contributing their time to First Church activities. A 
great way to start would be to volunteer to become a greeter (contact Carol Chase at cleejchase1976@gmail.com or 860.202.9885) 
or an usher (call Lynne Platt at 860.529.3897). These are two of the easiest and most enjoyable ways to greet friends and meet 
new acquaintances. By volunteering, you will be at the forefront in recognizing when Sal or Sally is missing.
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TO ITALY WITH GLENN — Our own 
Glenn Sunshine will lead a tour of the 
History and Culture of Renaissance It-
aly, April 7-14, focusing on northern Italy, 
visiting Bergamo, Milan, Florence, San 
Gimignano, Siena, Padua, and Venice. 
It includes four UNESCO World Heritage 
sites and two nights in an Italian villa, and 
features local guides on the ground and 
Glenn’s historical and cultural lectures 
while traveling.

Call Glenn for details on the itinerary, at 
860.665.9347; for logistics or to sign up, 
call Peggy Cunningham at Cruise King 
International, at 860.829.1787. Act quick-
ly: sign-up deadline is approaching fast.

BOOK SIGNING! — Cindy McDowell’s 
new book, Ordinary Graces: Word Gifts 
for Any Season, has been launched, and 
it is filled with sweet surprises. She will be 
sharing it with us in the Wells Area after 
each service on Sunday, Nov. 5, and will 
be delighted to sign your copy. See much 
more at firstchurch.org/graces.

GRIEFSHARE: Surviving the Holidays 
— Have you lost a loved one and find it dif-
ficult to celebrate the holidays? Join others 
with similar experiences on Sunday, Nov. 
5, at 1:00 p.m. in the Morgan House. We 
will share in soup and bread, watch and 
discuss a video, and learn helpful strate-
gies. Please RSVP to Caring Ministries, at 
860.529.1575 x210.

LUNCHEONS TO MERGE — After heart-
felt conversations with the leaders of 
Women’s Fellowship and our Forever 
Young Seniors Bible Study, these two 
ministries have decided to join forces.

Women’s Fellowship Luncheons and 
Seniors’ Luncheons are merging to cre-
ate a joint event. Three times a year, we 
will gather for a delicious catered lunch, 
followed by a special speaker.

Our first luncheon is planned for Tues-
day, Dec. 12, at noon, in Keith Jones Hall. 
Watch the bulletin and Spire for details re-
garding speaker, menu and cost.

3RD ANNUAL CHURCH FAMILY COS-
TUME & GAME NIGHT is this Friday, 
Oct. 27, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m., with a pizza din-
ner, costume contest, games and a photo 
booth! Want to come and help? Call Di at 
860.529.1575 x303. Suggested donation 
at the door is $5/person or $10/family but 
is not required. If you receive this Spire in 
time, please register at firstchurch. org/
gamenight.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD — This 
is our 20th year of participating! Share 
Christ’s love with a child in need by pack-
ing a shoe box with items you select and 
purchase. Get a shoebox (or use your 
own) and info in the Wells Area on Sunday 
11/5 or 11/12 and return the full boxes 
by Sunday 11/19. Details, and how to fill a 
box, are at firstchurch.org/occ.

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT is set for Friday, 
November 10, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Simply 
drop your kids off at the church and have 
a night to yourselves! Our volunteers will 
serve dinner, play games, and enjoy other 
fun activities with the kids.

To be a volunteer or to ask questions, 
contact Di Krause at 860.529.1575 x303 
or dianek@firstchurch.org. To register, go 
to firstchurch.org/pno.

TRUE BEAUTY GIRLS’ WEEKEND is Fri-
day-Saturday, Nov. 17-18. Girls in grades 
7-12 are invited to this unforgettable expe-
rience—Live Like You’re Loved. The $40 
fee covers all meals, snacks, crafts, and 
other activities. Register at firstchurch.
org/truebeauty. We would love to have 
more women involved this year. To help 
directly or to sponsor a girl, call Di Krause 
at 860.529.1575 x303.

THE PRESCHOOL PECAN FUNDRAISER 
is a delicious opportunity to support our 
preschool!

In time for the holidays, you can order 
any combination of Fancy Pecan Halves, 
Dark or Milk Chocolate Covered Pecans, 
Turtle Clusters, and Cinnamon Glazed Pe-
cans! Seniors (70+) are eligible for a dis-
count of $2 off per bag.

It’s as easy as placing your order online 
at firstchurchurch/pecans or contacting 
Pat Gilbert at 860.529.1575. The order-
ing deadline is November 3.

Christmas Joy!
Our Church is filled with poinsettias during the
week of Christmas, due to the generosity of the
congregation. You may add to the joy by making a
contribution to the memorial Christmas flowers.  
Suggested donation is $35.

This completed form and your check (payable to “First Church 
of Christ”) should reach the church’s Finance Office by Tues-
day, December 5. Either mail them to First Church or place 
them in the drop box located just outside the Finance Office.

This information (except phone number) will appear in print:

In loving memory of: _____________________________________

______________________________________________________

Given by: ______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Your phone number: _____________________________________

PLEASE PRINT   •   USE ADDITIONAL PAPER IF NECESSARY

Men’s Retreat Nears!
Our annual Men’s Retreat—at the top-rated 

Monadnock Bible Conference Center in Jaffrey, 
New Hampshire—is set for November 10 to 12! 

Don’t miss the amazing activities, keynote 
speaker Jason George, the gifted worship band 
RTD (Road To Damascus), and more.

Full details and registration form are available 
at firstchurch.org/advance. Register now, as we 
look forward to this unforgettable time together!

Nominations
The Leadership Committee (formerly the 

Nominating Committee) seeks your suggestions 
for any of the Deacon and Church Executive 
Board positions that must be filled for 2018-19.

Deadline for submitting your recommenda-
tions is Sunday, November 12.

We are already hard at work but would like to 
hear from you. Please provide your suggestion(s) 
as soon as possible, using the form next to the 
marked boxes in the Wells Area and Keith Jones 
Hall or at firstchurch.org/nominations, or email 
nominating@firstchurch.org.

http://www.monadnockbible.org/mens-retreat-4/
http://firstchurch.org/resources/nominations
http://firstchurch.org/resources/book-signing
http://firstchurch.org/ministries/family/costume-game-night
http://firstchurch.org/ministries/family/costume-game-night
http://firstchurch.org/ministries/missions--outreach/operation-christmas-child
http://firstchurch.org/ministries/family/parents-night-out-
http://firstchurch.org/ministries/family/true-beauty
http://firstchurch.org/ministries/family/true-beauty
http://firstchurch.org/ministries/preschool/pecan-fundraiser
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Worship Times:
Traditional Services: 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.
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OUR MISSIOn
We are a community of Jesus 

followers who love God, love one 
another, and make disciples.
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Christmas Concert
SUNDAY, DEC. 10  •  4 PM

Our annual Christmas Concert will fea-
ture the exuberant Christmas Cantata for 
choir, brass and organ by Daniel Pinkham 
(1923-2006), and choral works including 
There Is No Rose by Philip Stopford and 
Lullee, Lullay by local composer and or-
ganist Peter Niedmann. Lullee, Lullay “is 
what every Christmas concert . . .needs 
more of: a ‘lullaby’ combining a poignant 
and elegant text with music that is thought-
ful, well wrought, and appealing” (The Am-
erican Organist).

Our own Dr. Ellen Gilson Voth will con-
duct, and there will be carols for all to sing! 
Enjoy the exquisite music performed by 
the First Church Choir, Cantata Singers 
and Carol Choir, with brass and organ.

Super Bell XXVI
SUNDAY, JAN. 28  •  4 PM

Guest clinician/conductor Dave Harris 
of The Raleigh Ringers (rr.org) will be with 
us as we present our own handbell choirs, 
joined by area handbell choirs as well, for 
a truly spectacular event! There will be in-
dividual, group and combined ringing, in-
cluding the Henderson family ringers.

Palm Sunday
Memorial Concert
SUNDAY, MARCH 25  •  4 PM

Please watch for details on this deeply 
moving annual concert.

Ministry of Music and the Arts
More info at firstchurch.org/concerts

Linda Henderson, Associate
860.529.1575 x209  |  music@firstchurch.org

2017-18 Concert Series

about the trip, are available on the church’s website at firstchurch.org/perutrip or by email-
ing the team at compassionperu@firstchurch.org.

November 6-14, the team will be in Peru to encourage and continue fostering the relation-
ship we have with Temple Zion and the children in the Compassion project, PE-450. When we 
started, there were just about 250 children in the program at the central location in Barranca. 
Today they have over 540 children in the project, at three locations. The facility at Temple Zion 
has been expanded, but it was still necessary to establish two satellite locations, still consid-
ered part of PE-450.

This year’s team is the largest ever. It is made up of people new to the mission field and 
some who have been before, but all would covet your prayers:
l Pray for protection and travel mercies —and for courage for first-time mission travelers.
l Pray that team members would be open to the leading of the Holy Spirit and sensitive to 

the work the Lord is doing among His people in Barranca; that He would awaken them to 
ways that we as a church can further support this work.

l Pray that our team would be granted the ability to discern ways Temple Zion’s own King-
dom work can serve as a model and encouragement for First Church.

l Pray for stamina over the course of the trip and patience with one another.
But above all, we would ask that God use us for His purposes and His time, and that we are 

not so wedded to our plans that we miss spontaneous opportunities to minister to—and love— 
our Peruvian brothers and sisters. — Drew Shattuck

Peru Team (Continued from Page 1)

Pageant Plus
Preview

Family Ministry will host a Christ-
mas Pageant in the Meetinghouse 
on Sunday, Dec.17, as part of a 
special 4:30 to 6:30 event! After 
the Pageant, we will have a Cel-
ebration in Keith Jones Hall, with 
games, food, and fun surprises for 
all ages.

To get involved as a volunteer, 
contact Di at dianek@firstchurch.
org or 860.529.1575 x303. To reg-
ister your child for the pageant, 
visit firstchurch.org/pageant (see 
photos, too!). NOTE: There will be 
one rehearsal, on Saturday, Dec. 
16, from 10:00 a.m. to noon.

http://firstchurch.org/ministries/family/christmas-pageant
http://firstchurch.org/ministries/missions--outreach/peru-trip
http://firstchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchPage
http://firstchurch.org/resources/online-giving
http://firstchurch.org/
http://firstchurch.org/ministries/music-and-arts/concerts


REQUEST FOR CONGREGATIONAL INPUT — OCTOBER 2017

TO: The First Church Family     FROM: The Music Director Search Committee

The Search Committee invites your input. We ask that you prayerfully and thoughtfully consider provid-
ing responses to a few broad questions as we seek the congregation’s thoughts and move forward with 
the Music Director search. Recognizing the range of musical preferences within our congregation, we 
encourage you to be mindful of all who worship at First Church as you respond in a spirit of love, care, 
and Christian fellowship.

If you have additional thoughts beyond these questions, please communicate directly with the commit-
tee or its individual members. Above all, we covet your prayers and support as we undertake this very 
important search.

Your responses to these questions, or further communications, may be emailed to:
musicsearch@firstchurch.org.

1. In order of importance, please describe the professional competencies, skills, and experiences you 
believe are important in a future Music Director.

2. Please describe the personal qualities needed in the next Music Director that you believe are most 
important or essential to First Church.

3. Please share any additional thoughts or comments you may have in the space below.

Forms may be returned to boxes located in the Wells Fellowship Area.


