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RECENTLY, I ASKED THE STAFF to join me on a 40-day ad-
venture of drawing close to God. Can I be honest with you? 
We need this time with God, and I am wondering if you 
need more time with God as well.

When you step back and consider the world we live in, 
it’s understandable that we need to have an extended pe-
riod of time with God. Think of all the stuff that’s going on 
around us these days, much of which causes anxiety and 
stress in our lives—Hurricanes Harvey and Irma, the Ko-

rean Peninsula, national leaders, Charlottesville, our state’s economic situation.
In the church, we have been in a season that has seen great things accom-

plished as well as heartbreaking losses. On top of all of that, many of us have 
been through challenging personal situations. 

With all of our information technology, it is hard to get quiet with God. Yes, 
social media and cell phones help us to get, and feel, more connected. But they 
also have a way of disconnecting us from each other—and especially from God.

All of these things, combined, can draw us away from God.
As we enter a new season, with all of the exciting things that God has for us, 

we need time to reset our lives and pay special attention to Him.
I’m looking forward to this season! Is God calling you to spend more time with 

Him every day? — Pastor Deryk

Rally Sunday Is September 10!
Our regular service times resume:

Traditional — 8:30 & 10:00 a.m.  |   Contemporary — 10:00 a.m.
Rally Sunday Picnic & Bounce House — 11:30 to 2:30  |   Details on page 3

WELCOME to the new season at First Church. It’s Priority: You 
(to borrow the new USPS slogan). First up is our annual picnic 
following the 10:00 services this Sunday—Rally Sunday!

On the next page, you will find info on the picnic and this 
season’s children’s and youth classes and weekly programs. 
NOTE: Sunday adult classes will resume on September 

24, including Glenn Sunshine’s Ephesians class, 9:00-9:45 
a.m., Morgan House Drawing Room; and Suzanne Thorburn’s 
Truth Seekers class on the Gospel of Mark, following the 
10:00 a.m. services, meeting in Room M201 (Marsh Building).

Music rehearsal details (vocal and handbell choirs, the brass 
group and the Wind worship team) can be found on page 4.

SUNDAY SERMONS
Family Business

Resetting our lives for
more time with God

SEPTEMBER 10 — Pastor Deryk
The Beginning and the End

REVELATION 1:4-8

SEPTEMBER 17 — Pastor Deryk
Remember, It’s Family

MATTHEW 12:46-50

SEPTEMBER 24 — Pastor Deryk
Fruitful Plants

MARK 4:1-20

OCTOBER 1 — Pastor Todd
Seeds

In Rhythm with the Spirit
PREVIEW

OCTOBER 8 — Astonished
ACTS 4:5-14

OCTOBER 15 — Who Is the Holy Spirit?
GENESIS 1:1-2

OCTOBER 22 — Another Helper
JOHN 14:15-24

PHOTO BY GA PEPPY

Open Your Life to God’s Power and Provision is a prayer-
saturated, Scripture-focused study that helps us go deeper 
with God and with each other. Using Jennifer Kennedy 
Dean’s DVD teachings and workbook (optional) from Live 
A Praying Life, we will study the spiritual realm together for 
eight Wednesdays, Oct. 4, thru Nov. 29, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. 
Led by Tessa and small group leaders, this study will include 
large group gathering, small group time, prayer, sharing, and Scripture study.

Jennifer’s book, Heart’s Cry, was named National Day of Prayer’s recom-
mended resource. She will be joining us in person, March 16-17, to lead our 
Women’s Retreat, held right here in our beautiful First Church facilities! For 
more info, or to register for the study, contact Marilyn at 860.529.1575 x213.

Women’s Weekly Study — and Retreat News!

https://www.flickr.com/photos/gapeppy
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Report from the Executive Board
Member Update

Since we voted to adopt and implement the new First Church Bylaws, the Executive 
Board and the Church Council have been busy taking steps to put them into effect.

l When it is usually enjoying a summer break, the Executive Board met in July, to 
begin the transitional process. During the meeting we formed subcommittees, 
prepared to elect subcommittee chairpersons, and appointed a vice president.

m Brian Flandermeyer, who was elected for a three-year term as a Member-
at-Large at the June Financial Meeting, has been named as vice president.

m Michael Bird, who was reelected by the membership in April as the chair-
person of the former Finance and Property Department, has been elected 
as the chairperson for the new Finance Subcommittee of the Board.

m Tina Balmer, who was elected for a one-year term as a Member-at-Large 
at the June Financial Meeting, has been elected as chairperson of the new 
Human Resources Subcommittee of the Board.

m Paul Marks, who was elected in April as the chairperson of the Research and Long-Range Planning Department, has been 
elected as chairperson of the Research and Long-Range Planning Subcommittee of the Board. Bird and Marks are begin-
ning two-year terms as Members-at-Large.

Note: The six Members-at-Large of the Executive Board are Tina Balmer, Michael Bird, Brian Flandermeyer, Nate Hollings, Ruth 
Luipold, and Paul Marks. As provided in the new Bylaws, dividing the average number of Sunday worship service attendees during 
the past calendar year by 65 and rounding the result to the next higher whole number determines the number of Members-at-Large.

l We learned that First Church ended the year $26,000 short of achieving the offerings budget approved by the membership in 
June of 2016, but through a combination of good expense management and God’s grace, First Church completed the year with 
a small net operating surplus.

l Unfortunately, the church still relies on its dwindling endowment to fund some of its current operations. Without responsible 
budgetary support, the completion of the work of the Music Search Committee could exacerbate this reliance.

l Contributions to the Marsh Campaign continue to reduce the debt owed to the Webster Bank. As of mid-August, the balance 
necessary to avoid converting the Construction Loan into a Mortgage is approximately $35,000.

l The Executive Board voted to adopt an update to an earlier Church Board Charge to the Leadership Committee (formerly the 
Nominating Committee). A draft of the update was presented for review and comment at the June Church Board meeting.

l In light of its strategic planning responsibilities, the Executive Board initiated discussion about current active membership levels 
and budgeting issues. The Board also engaged in a vibrant discussion about volunteerism and encouraging an enthusiastic 
willingness among our members to embrace leadership and other positions.

l In August, members of the Church Council and the Leadership Committee, joined by members of the pastoral staff, held a 
retreat in our Morgan House. Its purpose was to get a head start on the transitioning that will continue in earnest when the 
Church Council meets in September. The retreat included team building, fellowship, answering questions related to the revised 
organizational structure, and facilitating the transition to the modified organizational structure. Pastor Deryk shared his insights 
and comments, and Pastor Todd led the team-building exercises.

Is God calling you to nurture young lives? 
Family Ministry is praying for more people to share their 
heart (along with their giftings, abilities, and experiences) 
with some of our most valuable church members: our 
children. Please pray about how you might help cultivate 
the faith of the next generation of First Church. We would 
love to help you find a place to minister that will allow you 
to be a blessing and to be blessed. If you feel the Lord 
may be calling you to join our team, please reach out to Di 
Krause at dianek@firstchurch.org or 860.529.1575 x303.



3

SECOND MISSIONS LUNCH — On Sun-
day, October 8, following our 10:00 a.m. 
services, we will offer our second Missions 
Lunch, featuring a 45-minute presentation 
by another of our overseas missionaries, 
followed by a question-and-answer period.

TUESDAY A.M. WOMEN’S STUDY — This 
Bible study, Redemption History through 
the Gospel of Luke, starts Tuesday, Sept. 
12, 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., in the Murphy 
Conference Room. Questions? Call Nan-
cy Carroll at 860.529.7492.

WE HAVE OPENINGS for ushers and 
usher captains for the traditional servic-
es. If you would like to serve in this easy 
and enjoyable way, please write “usher” in 
the Friendship Register or call Lynne at 
860.529.3897.

WE ALSO HAVE OPENINGS for greeters 
for the 8:30 a.m. traditional service, on first 
Sundays and the infrequent fifth Sundays. 
Contact Carol at cleejchase1976@gmail.
com or 860.202.9885. AND be sure to ask 
Carol about her openings for members 
who would enjoy helping those who stop 
at the Welcome Center Desk!

GRIEFSHARE will begin a new 13-week 
series on Monday, Sept. 11, 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. in the Morgan House. To attend, 
or for details, call Caring Ministries at 
860.529.1575 x210.

DIVORCECARE began a new 13-week 
cycle on Wednesday, Sept. 6, 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. in the Morgan House Drawing Room. 
To register, or for details, call Caring Minis-
tries at 860.529.1575 x210.

A FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN Sock 
Hop night is set for Saturday, October 21, 
starting at 5:30 p.m., at Bethany Covenant 
Church in Berlin. Save the date! Proceeds 
will support our next food-packing event.
Watch for details in the coming weeks.

FOREVER YOUNG SENIORS will start 
their new Bible study season on Tues-
day, September 19. New participants are 
always welcome!

MEN’S MEETING AND DINNER — There 
will be a men‘s gathering on Wednesday, 
Sept. 20, in Keith Jones Hall, for dinner 
and a meeting, from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. The 
agenda includes an intro to men’s ministry, 
future schedule, a round table discussion, 
and videos. All men are invited.

Peru Team Offers Fun Ways to Help
Sorry to say, it’s too late to travel to Peru with the team this year (November 6-14), but there are two great opportunities to partner with 
them and support the trip:

l Monday through Thursday, Sept. 25-28, the Chili’s in Cromwell will host a “Give Back” event for our Peru Team. Flyers will 
be available at the church starting on Rally Sunday. Take the flyer to Chili’s (4 Sebethe Drive, Cromwell), and when the check 
comes, present it to the server. Chili’s will donate 10% to our mission trip. Tuesday of that week, the 26th, is blitz day—we hope 
we can fill the place! All proceeds will go to the team’s materials and supplies, which will be left for the Compassion project’s use.

l The other plan is the quart-size Zip-Lock bag gifts for sponsored children at the Compassion project. By the latest count, 
PE-450 serves almost 550 children. We will travel with gifts for the children whose sponsors are unable to make the trip. We 
would like to take a special gift for each child, sponsored or not (roughly two full baggies from each parishioner). A handout 
with guidelines will be available, and we will have tables set up in October to collect these hugely appreciated gifts for the children.

For more info, visit firstchurch.org/perutrip. Specific questions can be emailed to the team at CompassionPeru@firstchurch.org.

Welcome to our new church season! Our regular service times 
resume — 8:30 and 10:00 a.m. traditional in the Meetinghouse, 
and 10:00 a.m. Wind (contemporary) in Keith Jones Hall.

Afterwards, the entire church family is invited to enjoy our Rally 
Sunday picnic & bounce house from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
right here at the church, on the Morgan House lawn. Hamburgers, 
hot dogs, and beverages will be provided.

Would you like to bring a dish? If your last name begins with 
A-L, you may bring a dessert to share; if your last name begins 
with M-Z, a salad or side dish.

Join us for lots of fun, fellowship, games, and even a bounce 
house for the young and the young at heart! Bring a lawn chair 
and blanket; some picnic tables will be provided. There is no rain 
date for this event.

September 10 — Rally Sunday & Picnic!

IT WAS AN AWESOME SUMMER for our Family Ministry. Be-
sides a “Faith and Family” night at a Yard Goats game and even an 
outdoor movie right here on our lawn, we had an amazing Work-
camp Mission Trip to Norristown, Pennsylvania, a fantastic “Maker 
Fun Factory” week of Vacation Bible Camp, and a perfect end to 
the summer at Camp Berea on Newfound Lake in New Hamp-
shire. There are great things in store for the new season!

Children’s and youth classes resumes at 10:00 on Rally Sun-
day, Sept. 10: Infants through 24 months, Crib Room; ages 2 & 
3, Nursery Room 3; ages 4 & 5, Nursery Room 2; grades 1 & 2, 
M103; grades 3 & 4, M101; grades 5, 6 & 7, M106.

Confirmation Class, for grades 8 and 9, will begin a week later, 

on Sept. 17, from 11:15 a.m. to 12:45 p.m., in Room M107.
High school students’ The Way (grades 9-12) moves to Sun-

day nights, starting Sept. 17, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m., in M107.
Midweek programs will start up on Wednesday, Sept. 13, 

6:30-8:00 p.m.: Kids’ Club for grades 1-4, Fireside Room; and 
Middle School PF for grades 5-8, Youth Room.

Church Family Costume and Game Night is planned for Fri-
day, October 27, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. for the entire church—
complete with a pizza dinner, costume contest, various games and 
a photo booth! Save the date and watch for details. If you would 
enjoy helping to organize this event, please contact Di Krause at 
860.529.1575 x303. — Pastor Todd

2017-18 Church School and Family Ministry Schedule

http://firstchurch.org/ministries/missions--outreach/peru-trip
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BOOK OF LIFE
ENTERED ETERNAL LIFE
Myron Baldwin, Jr., June 22, 2017
Harry Byrne, August 27, 2017
T. William Knapp, September 1, 2017
Melvin McOmber, September 2, 2017

Our Church unites in an expression of
heartfelt sympathy to their families.

BORN
Vida Marie McLaughlin, daughter of Jeremy and 

Meghan (Spicer) McLaughlin, July 6, 2017
Thomas Bennett Stallings, son of Stephen and 

Maggie (McDowell) Stallings, August 26, 2017

DEDICATED
Elaina Morgan Rader, daughter of Matthew and 

Elissa Arndt) Rader, July 16, 2017

UNITED IN MARRIAGE
Russell Jones and Ashley Slater, June 23, 2017
William Kimball and Theresa Arute,
 August 12, 2017

VOCAL CHOIRS
Cherub Choir — Age 5 thru Grade 2
Rehearsals: Sundays, 11:15 to 11:45 a.m.

starting September 17
Carol Choir — Grades 3–6

Rehearsals: Sundays, at 5:45 to 6:45 p.m.
starting September 17

Pilgrim Youth Choir — Grades 7-12
Sing every Sunday at the 10:00 a.m. trad. service 

Rehearsal dates and time
to be announced soon.

First Church Choir — Adults; age 18+
Sing every Sunday at the 10:00 a.m. trad. service

Rehearsals:  Thursdays, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.,
starting September 7, plus

8:30 to 9:30 for concert music, starting October 12
Cantata Singers — Adults; age 18+

Sing at concerts only. Rehearsals: Thursdays, 8:30 to 
9:30 p.m., starting October 12

Join One of Our Choirs
Experience a glorious way to worship God! Share your musical gifts in our Sunday

morning worship and/or our Concert Series. For details or to sign up, call 860.529.1575 x209.
The Wind Worship Team rehearses Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.

HANDBELL CHOIRS
Laudate Handbell Choir — Grades 7–12

Membership drawn from our vocal choirs
Rehearsals: Sundays, 5:15 to 6:00 p.m.

Starting date to be determined.
Campanella Handbell Choir

Adults; age 18+
Rehearsals: Sundays, 11:45 a.m.

starting October 8
Belles & Beaux Handbell Choir

Retired Adults
Rehearsals: Tuesdays 11:00 a.m. to noon

Starting date to be determined.

INSTRUMENTAL
First Church Brass

Plays periodically at the 10:00 a.m. trad. service.
Rehearsals: Sundays, 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Marcia LaReau, Director

Vickie Anderson ..................Director of Preschool
Tessa Beauregard ................... Associate Minister
Jey Deifell .................................Minister Emeritus
David Luce ..........................Church Administrator
Wayne Luman ......................... Associate Minister
Deryk Richenburg ......................... Senior Minister
Todd Willard ............................ Associate Minister

CONGREGATIONAL
860.529.1575  |  Fax: 860.721.7861

250 Main Street, Wethersfield, CT 06109
firstchurch.org

Email: info@firstchurch.org
The Spire online: firstchurch.org/spire

gIvIng — For info about e-giving—contrib-
uting via a monthly automatic withdrawal from 
your bank account—call the Finance Office, 
860.529.1575 x221. You can also give online, 
at firstchurch.org (the ONLINE GIVING tab).

facebook.com/FirstChurchPage

Worship Times:
Traditional Services: 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.
Contemporary “Wind” Service: 10:00 a.m.

OUR MISSIOn
We are a community of Jesus 

followers who love God, love one 
another, and make disciples.

SPIRE DEADLInE
Material for the next issue of The Spire, 
which will be mailed/emailed on Oct. 
25, must be submitted to Dave Gilbert 
by noon on Friday, Oct. 13, at daveg@
firstchurch.org or 860.529.1575 x225.
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Our annual Men’s Retreat is again at the top-rated Monadnock Bible Conference Center 
in Jaffrey, New Hampshire. Save the weekend of November 10 to 12! This retreat believes it 
takes True Grit to become the person God is calling you to be. We unpack what it means to be 
strong and courageous, to stand firm in your faith, to be 
on your guard, and to do everything in love.

This will be an opportunity to fellowship with one oth-
er and with men from other churches, as we savor our 
time with a passionate speaker, gifted worship band, 
an amazing array of activities, and so much more. Get 
away from all the busy-ness, make friends, develop 
deeper relationships, and experience spiritual growth.

Our keynote speaker will be Jason George, a Bible 
teacher with Narrowtrail Ministries. In his preaching 
and teaching, Jason highly values Gospel clarity. He loves helping people not only understand 
the truth of the Gospel but also how it can transform their lives from the inside out. And many 
will remember the amazing worship band RTD (Road to Damascus) from last year’s retreat.

Full details and a registration form are available at firstchurch.org/mensretreat. Register 
early, as we look forward to this unforgettable time together!

Men’s Retreat Set for November 10-12

http://www.monadnockbible.org/mens-retreat-4/
http://firstchurch.org/
http://firstchurch.org/resources/the-spire
https://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchPage
http://firstchurch.org/resources/online-giving
http://firstchurch.org/resources/online-giving

