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If you look at pictures on social media over this next 
month you will see some beautiful shots. There will be 
pictures of Christmas decorations that will make you 
want to drive down their street just to experience the 
ambience. There will be family pictures of well-behaved 
children sitting calmly before they open presents. There 
will be pictures of dinner tables that would make Martha 
Stewart smile.

Does this describe your Christmas experience? They 
don’t describe mine. Or maybe I should say those 
pictures don’t tell the whole story. They don’t share the 
messiness of Christmas.

Those pictures would miss the hauling out of the Christmas 
decorations and the untangling of the lights. They would 
edit out kids meltdowns, “Christmas crazies” and wrapping 
all over the floor. While there might be a perfectly set 
table, someone has to go in the kitchen and clean up.

The truth is, there’s a lot more mess at Christmas than 
tidiness.

The gospel of Matthew shares with us Jesus’s family 
tree which has its share of role-models and stars. He 
also shares stories most of us would want to keep quiet 
about—even sweep under the rug. The messiness even 
impacted our preaching schedule because we didn’t feel 
the story of Judah and Tamar was a Family Sunday topic.

Matthew doesn’t hide the mess. He embraces it because 
God doesn’t ask us to clean up the mess before He comes 
to our house. Christmas reminds us that God enters into 
the messiness of life. God is not afraid of our mess. He’s 
with us in the chaos and He can help us clean it up.

 —Pastor Deryk 

Wednesday Night Dinner, 5:30-6:15 PM
Advent Service, 6:30-7:15 PM

December 4 ~ Stephanie Hathaway
December 11 ~ Jon and Andrea Beaty

December 18 ~ Marcia LaReau

We have a wonderful Christmas Eve service. For years, 
hundreds of people have come through our doors to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. We want to see more.
But over the last few years we have noticed a few trends 
regarding our Christmas Eve service:
•  We have seen an increase in the number of families 

with children who attend. This is especially true 
at the 6:30 PM service where there seems to be  
“no more room at the inn.”

•  On the flip side, we have seen the “tradition” of 
going to the 11:00 PM Christmas service go down. 
Last year’s attendance was below 150.

•  What is an appropriate ask of our wonderful 
volunteer choir? Four services on Christmas Eve can 
be overwhelming.

The Deacons and the Staff have wrestled with these 
issues and have asked how we can do better. We want 
to have services that draw more people, at times better 
fitting their schedules.
Here is our Christmas Eve Service Schedule:
4:30 PM—A celebrative Christmas Service for families 
highlighting our wonderful brass band.
6:30 and 8:00 PM—Our traditional Christmas service 
with special music from our choir.
9:30 PM—Christmas service with candlelight featuring 
great soloists.

Our Mid-Week Connect Dinners and Classes 
will begin again on January 29, 2020. 

ADVENT
Mid-Week Services and Speakers

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
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  Our Church is filled with poinsettias 
 during the week of Christmas, due to the  
 generosity of the congregation. 

 You may add to the Joy by making a 
contribution to the memorial Christmas flowers. 
Suggested donation is $35.
This completed form and your check (payable to  
“First Church of Christ”) should reach the church’s Finance 
Office by Wednesday, December 12. Either mail them to 
First Church or place them in the drop box located just just 
outside the Finance Office.
The information (except phone number) will appear in print:
In loving memory of: ________________________________
 _________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________

Given by: _________________________________________
 _________________________________________________

Your phone number: ________________________________

PLEASE PRINT  •  USE ADDITIONAL PAPER IF NECESSARY

I waited patiently for the Lord;
 He turned to me and heard my cry. 
He lifted me out of the slimy pit,
 out of the mud and mire;
He set my feet on a rock
 and gave me a firm place to stand. 
He put a new song in my mouth,
 a hymn of praise to our God. 

                                       ~ Psalm 40:1–3

Psalm 40 describes perfectly how it feels to be in the middle 
of a divorce—in a deep, dark pit feeling betrayed, discarded 
and disgraced, not knowing where to turn, who to trust, what 
to do, thinking life is over. Many come having googled “divorce 
help” (usually in the middle of the night) when DivorceCare 
at First Church pops up. Others have been referred by kind 
friends or relatives, therapists, lawyers, the “Rare Reminder” 
or the Church website. When they arrive, most do not know 
anyone else, some may have not been to church ever or in 
a very long time. Wednesday nights become an oasis in the 
storm, a safe haven to share experiences and learn helpful 
strategies for moving forward, through these challenging 
times, towards healing—not only for themselves but for their 
children too. There is talk of loneliness, anger, depression, 
finances, surviving the holidays, forgiveness and lots and lots 
of tears as they grieve the loss of their marriages. Little do 
they know, we have been praying for them long before they 
showed up on our doorstep. And the Holy Spirit shows up 
faithfully in a mighty way each week, filling the Morgan House 
Drawing Room with His sweet Presence!

For those who lead DivorceCare, each of us has experienced 
Jesus’ compassion and kindness through the same outreach. 
Our goal is to walk alongside attendees on this painful 
journey, sharing Jesus’ love and hope in the process, pointing 
them to our Savior. For us, being Jesus’ hands and feet in 
DivorceCare has allowed us to be used for His glory, knowing 
our excruciating pain had been for a purpose: to encourage 
others (once our hearts were healed) through Jesus’ grace, 
mercy and forgiveness. We have been running DivorceCare 
since January 2014 and before then, the church ran a  
home-grown divorce recovery program for many years.  
In these past six years, we have ministered to over 250 
people and many more have been touched by the divorce 
recovery outreach at First Church over the years. We have 
had folks from different backgrounds and religions—Jewish, 
Muslim, Hindu—attend these past couple years citing, sadly, 
that no one in their own communities understands the pain 
and shame of what they are going through.

One attendee in particular, “Susan” came to our first session 
in January 2014. She was inconsolable, grieving her 20+ year 
marriage, thinking the world was ending. Each week, she 
described how she clung frantically to God’s promises that 
He had a wonderful plan for her and that she was not alone 
in this journey. Letting go of anger and bitterness was a big 
hurdle, along with forgiving her ex-husband. She was thankful 
there was a place to go where people “spoke her language”, 
could pray alongside her and remind her she was a precious 
daughter of the Most High. By the end of the 13-week 
session, Susan looked like a different person—the heavy fog 
she lived in had lifted and though more healing was needed, 
she had the tools, tactics and scriptures to give her enough 
light for each step as she moved toward rebuilding her life. 
For the past four years, Susan has led a DivorceCare group in 
another town, ministering with the same love and compassion 
she received at First Church. And as Psalm 40 continues, God 
pulled her out of the mud, muck and mire and set her feet 
upon a rock with a firm place to stand and put a new song 
in her heart, a hymn of praise to the Lord. All Glory to God! 

If you know anyone who is thinking about separation, divorce 
or if their marriage is on “life support”, we wholeheartedly 
recommend DivorceCare. Some attendees never go through 
with a divorce or reconcile at a later date—even after a 
breakup. Our Lord uses this experience to put broken pieces 
back together, to make beauty out of the ashes and reveal 
what is truly important: drawing all people closer to Him and 
encouraging others to live in faith. Thankfully, God is in the 
business of transforming hearts! 
“  Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of 
all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so 
that we can comfort those in any trouble with the 
comfort we ourselves receive from God.” 

 ~2 Corinthians 1:3-4
—Patti Sicord
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OUTREACH GIFT SHOP
Established in 1981, the Outreach Gift Shop has been 
operated for 38 years. Serve International was chosen as the 
organization from which to order the merchandise, selected 
for their mission of working in third world countries to aide 
micro businesses and help provide a living for the local 
people in the area.  

Co-Chairs, Ruth Truex and Meg Barstow gathered a 
committee of volunteers who joined them in these efforts. 
Eventually the shop moved out of the basement to its 
current space which used to house the organ used in the 
chapel, now the Prayer Room, in the Marsh Building.

Pat Burns, our current chair, has been faithful for 18 years 
in her service and would like to step down. For the shop to 
continue, we need new volunteers to step forward. If you 
would like to be involved in this ministry, please contact  
Alice Goodrich at 860.515.1895.

SHAWL MINISTRY CELEBRATES 17 YEARS!
The Shawl Ministry at First Church will celebrate 17 years in 
January 2020. In 2002, Elaine St. Onge, leader of the group, 
was inspired by an article in the Hartford Courant on another 
shawl ministry in Hartford, started by two women graduates 

Caring Ministries, in cojunction with Urban Alliance, will host 
a two-part series: Understanding Addiction on Saturday, 
March 7 and Saturday, March 21 from 10:00 AM–12:00 
PM in Keith Jones Hall. As with our previous seminars on 
Dementia, Anxiety and Depression and Trauma, highly 
qualified professionals will offer insights, resources and 
materials on this important and very current topic. 

Our guest speakers will be Dr. Sebastian Perumbilly and 
Dr. Paul Weigle, who specialize in substance and behavioral 
addiction. Come and learn the signs and symptoms and 
potential risk factors—these will be valuable sessions you 
won’t want to miss. For more information contact Caring 
Ministries. 

Through this educational series, Caring Ministries seeks to 
reach out and minister to individuals and families in the 
Greater Hartford area impacted by social, mental and physical 

Do You Want to be Soul Strong?
Wouldn’t you like to begin the New Year with a calm soul, overflowing into compassionate, courageous 
action? First Church member and Connecticut author Lucinda Secrest McDowell, invites all women to 
join in a mini-retreat focusing on her new book “Soul Strong–7 Keys to a Vibrant Life”. This retreat will 
be held at the church on Saturday, February 8, 2020, from 9:30 AM–2:30 PM. Tickets will include a 
signed copy of the new book, a catered luncheon and worship with Renee Story. Cindy will speak on 
“Simplicity & Serenity” and “Strength & Significance.” She can’t wait to gather with everyone and share 
some encouraging words for 2020. 

More information and sign-up for this First Church event, will be available on our website next month!

of the Hartford Seminary. She contacted one of the women 
and learned how she could start a group. With a shawl she 
had made in hand, she approached Joan Deifell, then head 
of Caring Ministries, with the idea and volunteered to run 
it. Joan loved it! The new program launched the following 
January and still meets on the first Tuesday evenings 
September–June, from 6:30–7:30 PM in the Morgan 
House Café. There are about nine knitters now. Some have 
been there from the beginning, though new knitters, both 
men and women, are always welcome.

The prayer shawls are given to people who are coping 
with grief, illness or a rough patch in their lives. They are 
meant to surround the recipient with comfort, peace and 
the assurance God is with them in their time of need. The 
shawl also represents our care for them as well. Elaine says,  
“The knitting is easy, just knit and purl. We supply the 
directions and sometimes the yarn, though most purchase 
their own. Meetings are relaxed and peaceful where we share 
stories, concerns, joys and ourselves while we knit. Completed 
shawls are blessed by prayer. It is a great time of fellowship.  
I call it my feel-good evening of the month.” 

If you would like more information on the Shawl Ministry, call 
Elaine at 860.529.7821 or Diane Galloway in the Caring 
Ministries Office, 860.529.1575, ext. 210.

Understanding ADDICTION

challenges. As these seminars have demonstrated, the first 
step towards healing and restoration begins with knowledge. 
Reports confirm individuals wresting with these issues have 
been impacted and empowered through these seminars:  
attendees have found freedom through forgiveness, pathways 
to providing support to a family member, hope in helping 
a child with anxiety. Through a generous grant from Urban 
Alliance, First Church has been able to offer these seminars 
and materials to the public at no charge.
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GIVI N G—For info about e-giving—
contributing v ia a monthly automatic  
withdrawal from your bank account— 
call the Finance Office, 860.529.1575 x221.  
You can also give online, at firstchurch.org 
(the ONLINE GIVING tab).

facebook.com/FirstChurchPage
IG/ first_church_wethersfield

Worship Services
Contemporary “Wind” Service: 9:00 AM

(Keith Jones Hall)
Traditional Services: 8 AM and 10:30 AM

(the Meetinghouse)

The Spire Deadline
Material for the next issue of The Spire, which will be 
mailed/emailed on March 25, must be submitted 
to Deryk by noon on Wednesday, March 11, at 
derykr@firstchurch.org or 860.529.1575 x213.

The Spire (USPS 441-830) is published four times a year, August, December, March, and May,
by The First Church of Christ in Wethersfield, 250 Main Street, Wethersfield, Connecticut 06109.
POSTMASTER — Send address changes to: The Spire, 250 Main Street, Wethersfield, CT 06109-1893

Our Mission
We are a community of Jesus 

followers who love God, love one 
another, and make disciples. WELCOME ALL WONDERS:  

An American Christmas Concert
Join us Sunday, December 15, at 4:00 PM, when our Meetinghouse Concert 
Series will present Welcome All Wonders: An American Christmas, featuring the 
First Church Choir, Pilgrim Youth Choir, and Orchestra under the direction of  
Sean McCarthy, with vocal soloists Jennifer Groves, soprano, 
Anne Gracyk, contralto, Adam Cromer, tenor, Jonathan 
Stinson, baritone, and Constantine Tsourakis, bass. 

The program will include Colonial carols by Yankee 
tunesmiths William Billings and Daniel Read, Appalachian 
carols with hammered dulcimer accompaniment, and 
beloved Christmas spirituals, as well as a congregational 
sing-a-long of favorite carols. Two twentieth century 
American masterworks for chorus, organ, and brass will 
be performed: Daniel Pinkham’s Christmas Cantata, and 
Richard Dirksen’s Welcome All Wonders.

First Church’s historic 1761 Meetinghouse is the perfect 
setting in which to perform Colonial carols—music that 
would most certainly have been sung in our beautiful 
sanctuary in the late 18th century. The concert is free, with 
a donation accepted at intermission. 

**Early seating is recommended.**

CHRISTMAS ANGELS NEEDED — Brighten the day of our bereaved and 
homebound members! We need individuals or families to deliver Christmas flowers; 
please sign-up on the poster in the Connector. Plants and instructions will be 
available Wednesday morning, December 26, from 9:00–12 noon, in the Connector.  
Questions? Call Caring Ministries at 860.529.1575 x210.

SAVE THE DATE! — Our SNOW JAM winter retreat 
will be Friday, Feb. 14–Sunday, Feb. 16, 2020 at Singing 
Hills retreat center in Plainfield, NH. All students in grades 
5–12 are invited to join us! Snow Jam is an amazing 
weekend of fun, and laughter, gathering together around 
the story of Jesus. We’ll have inspiring messages, worship, 
games, tubing, cross-country skiing, and more! The cost is 
$160 per person. Sign up now at firstchurch.org/events. We 
would love to have friends join in too, so spread the word!

BOOK OF LIFE
Births
Abram Justin Karpoff, 
son of Timothy & Fiona McDowell Karpoff

Nolan Henry Rader, 
son of Matthew and Elissa Rader

Weddings
Mr. & Mrs. John Jezowski
September 20, 2019

Entered Eternal Life
William Zeller, September 18, 2019

Ofelia Merrill, October 17, 2019

Reed Chandler, October 29, 2019

Constance (Connie) Mellen, 
November 5, 2019

We rejoice with those who rejoice and 
weep with those who weep.~Romans:12:15


