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Before I was a pastor here, I pastored 
in Woburn, Massachusetts. We lived by 
the middle school and we loved our 
neighborhood.
One of the best decisions I made while 
I was there was to dedicate Tuesday 
afternoons to our neighbors. Jesus 
Christ calls us to love our neighbors. 
Generally, we take that to mean loving 

one another. I think we should also strive to love our 
neighbor, literally.
On Tuesday afternoons, I would work in my yard and pray 
for my neighbors. I would look for opportunities to say 
“Hi,” and be in conversation. Sometimes, we would connect 
while they walked by; other times, it would 
be for a drink on the porch. I would walk 
along the street and pray for my neighbors 
by name. God did so much in my life and 
my neighbors’ lives during that time. I loved 
Tuesday afternoons.
One of the best gifts I received at that time 
was from a man who lived at the end of the 
road. He would walk his dog and say “Hello”  
to everyone. After he got to know everyone’s 
name, he wrote them down and passed  
it out to everyone. That was a treasure,  

JOIN US FOR
CONNECTICUT PRAYS
OUR CHURCH IS PARTNERING
with churches throughout the 
state, committing to pray for our 
communities, cities and state to be 
ignited in a Spiritual Awaking. We 
have designated the first Sunday of each month, to support 
this movement. Want to join? Just sign up on the prayer 
table in the Connector to pray for 30- or 60-minute blocks. 
Individuals will be provided with specific prayer requests.

SERMON SERIES CONTINUES THROUGH JUNE 23.
Our heart is for God to unleash a Kingdom Movement 

that will eventually transform all of New England. 
What would that look like? What are the things we 

would need so that God can use us?

SUMMER SERMON SERIES—ASCEND
BEGINNING IN JULY
Psalms 120-134 were likely sung by Hebrew 
pilgrims as they ascended to Jerusalem for worship.  
As we explore these Psalms, God will reveal to us 
many things about how we are to live and ascend.

since I easily forget names. We put the list on the refrigerator 
so we could pray for everyone.
God began to open doors. Christy and I would check in on 
Thea who lived across the street. Sometimes we would take 
her grocery shopping. Other times we would just sit and 
listen. Our other neighbor, Danny, would tell us about the 
happenings on the ambulance. Shawn would invite us over to 
the pool. We would barbecue with others. It was a lot of fun.
Summer is a wonderful time to get out and love your neighbor. 
Walk your streets and ask Jesus to open up relationships 
and divine conversations. Ask Him to open your eyes to see 
what He sees. God has placed you in your neighborhood.  
Be a blessing to others.
  —Pastor Deryk 
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Appreciation and Anticipation
As we near the end of the 2018–19 church year, we extend our 
thanks and appreciation to all of you. Your generous sharing of 
the time, talent, and treasure God provides in support of the 
50 First Church ministries, including the Missions and Outreach 
Ministry and the Music Ministry, are appreciated. Through your 
participation and fulsome support, you are helping First Church 
change lives for Christ. Thank you.
On April 28, Pastor Deryk began to share the team’s strategic 
plan. An informational mailer, including the description of 
the Vision, Focus and Tools of the plan, should have reached 
you in mid-May. This initial communication is only part of the 
sharing which will continue during the next several years as First 
Church follows the steps directed by the Lord, knowing that He 
delights in His way. (Psalm 37:23 NKJV)
Together you have substantially altered the tone and content 
of the information we share in these updates. The Executive 
Board and professional staff have worked hard to match your 
expectations as we continue to define and reshape the roles 
and duties of this team. These challenging efforts will continue 
over the next year or two.
The expectation, consistent with your survey responses last 
year, is to be able to match our annual operational needs with 
current resources while minimizing the endowment as a funding 
source for operating expenses. We believe this plan is possible, 
and with your support First Church ministries will continue to 
change lives for Christ.
As we move towards summer, please know your participation 
and attendance during these months are essential to the life 
and fellowship of First Church. We all thrive as a part of the 
relationships, which occur during the rest of the year, and we all 
suffer when you are not with us during these months.

Executive Board — Member Update
The breadth of church leadership also suffers, as participation 
wanes during this period. Through mid-May, our weekly 
average attendance for this calendar year for our three services 
is 328. If we would maintain this average for the full year, we 
could regain the sixth Executive Board Member-at-Large, which 
was lost last year when average weekly attendance fell below 
the 325 required to support this Board membership status. This 
goal cannot be accomplished without you. We need you—it’s 
a family trip.
As you make your plans for this summer and beyond, What’s 
your next step? The planning team reminds us, we know these 
things—now do them! That is the path of blessing. ~ John 13:17

Our Church Makes a Difference
By supporting First Church, you help much more than just the 
people and facilities which constitute your church home—you 
also support the Church’s outreach. Here are some recent 
examples:
The Missions and Outreach Ministry’s Serving Saturday, in 
cooperation with Urban Alliance, again provided teams to 
serve at the ABC Women’s Center and Sparrow Ministry on 
Saturday, May 4.
Mastering Motherhood and Trail Life Troop 1635 are 
completing their first church-year of activities. Both of these 
ministries and the First Church Preschool serve a majority of 
participants that extend the ministries of First Church beyond 
our membership.
Our lifetime member Anneli Johnson, is readying to attend six 
weeks of training in Colorado before she and the rest of her 
team leave for their mission in Sweden.
Thanks to your generosity, our ministries are being supported 
and we are changing lives for Christ.

To my FCC family,

This summer, I will be away on 
sabbatical, and I want to thank you 
all for this generous gift of time. I 
do believe, as the Bible clearly 
states, that God has ordained 
times of rest. These times help us 
to remember that the well-being 

of the universe does not rest on my shoulders and that I am 
supposed to always rest in Him. 
My plans are simple. I have set aside periods of time for solitude 
and meditation. I need this time to reflect and to connect with 
my heavenly Father and simply be with Him. I also plan to 
spend some time of refreshing with my beautiful wife, Cathy. 
My grandchildren are growing so fast, and I have planned a 
project to do with them (which has been promised for a while) 

By the seventh day God had finished the work He had been doing; so on the seventh 
day He rested from all his work. Then God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, 
because on it He rested from all the work of creating that He had done. ~ Genesis 2:2-4

and will take them on some nature adventures to help them see 
and appreciate the wonders of God’s creation.
I have a reading list of material designed as an introduction 
to and is required reading for attending a Spiritual Direction 
course run by Dr. Larry Crabbe. I have been interested in 
attending this intensive course for several years and this will 
allow me the time to study the material and discern if this is 
what God would have me do.
I will be attending an annual CCCC conference in Minnesota 
and plan on visiting several different churches in the area to stay 
engaged in community worship.
And finally, for simple enjoyment, I am learning to sketch and 
want to improve my photography skills.
Again, thank you for you this gift and for your love and support.
Blessings, Pastor Wayne



FAMILY MINISTRY HAPPENINGS— SUMMER 2019

 FALL MUSIC PREVIEW
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A NEW GRIEFSHARE begins on Monday, June 10, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the Morgan House Drawing Room. This 13-week 
biblically-based program uses videos and discussion to help those grieving the death of a loved one, covering various aspects of grief. 
The cost to attend is $20 for the workbook. Call Caring Ministries, 860.529.1575 x 210 for details or to register.

JOIN “YOUR FRIENDS WITH YOUR FAMILY”–TOUR TO OUR NATION’S CAPITAL — Friday, October 4 through 
Sunday, October 6. The whole bus is ours if we can fill it! Highlights include the Museum of the Bible, Washington National Cathedral, 
Smithsonian and Washington-By-Night. Deluxe motor coach, Two nights hotel, Two breakfasts, Two dinners, $527 per person double/
triple, $697 per person single. A deposit of $200 per person is due to Marilyn Danielson by July 12, 2019, final payment is due by 
August 16, 2019. Travel insurance available for a separate fee. For reservations or details, contact Steve@Soderberg.ws.

Roar: Life is Wild, God is Good, Vacation Bible Camp will 
happen at First Church, from July 15–19. Children ages four 
through completed grade five are invited. Older children and 
adults are encouraged to register as volunteers. It is going to 
be a wild and amazing week here! Visit the First Church 
website and sign up today. Please help us spread the word 
by letting neighbors and family members know as well!

Also, this summer, a group of middle school and high school 
students will attend Camp Berea in New Hampshire. Participants 
need to have completed 6th grade. Our group will attend 
camp during Berea’s third session of junior/senior high camp, 
from July 28–August 3. To register, visit the Berea website,  
www.berea.org. Be sure to let the camp know you are part of 
the First Church of Wethersfield group. If you have any questions, 
please contact Di Krause or Pastor Todd in the Family Ministry office.

Exciting plans are underway for our Music Ministry, 
with a variety of rewarding music education 
and performing arts opportunities beginning in 
September, including:

Carol Choir (Grades 3-6), a fun music education opportunity 
which will combine the preparation of monthly anthems for 
worship services, including instruction on Orff/Schulwerk 
percussion instruments and Malmark choirchimes, with an exciting 
Children’s Musical Theatre component (see below). Children learn 
to sing and ring, read music, and develop theatre/drama skills, all 
in a safe and welcoming spiritual environment. Wednesdays, 
5:00–6:00 pm, beginning September 11, 2019.

Pilgrim Youth Choir (Grades 7-12), which offers a wide 
variety of performing options in vocal and instrumental 
ensembles, including Afro-Caribbean drumming and handbells. 
Our repertoire will include classical, global, Celtic, gospel, 
and contemporary Christian styles. This choir will frequently 
combine with the First Church Choir, as well as the Wind Band, 
offering their musical gifts to God at services and concerts. 
Thursdays, 6:30–7:00 pm, beginning September 12, 2019.

Children’s Musical Theatre: a full-length, costumed musical 
production is planned for next spring! This program will 
bring the Bible to life in powerful ways for our young people 
through music and dance. Adult volunteers are sought in the 

following areas: stage direction, choreography, costume design, 
set design, production assistants, props, and sound. Please call 
Sean McCarthy at (203) 219-8222 or email seanm@firstchurch 
for more information on how you can help.

The Campanella Handbell Choir for experienced high 
school youth and adults is back this fall. The beautiful sound 
of handbells will be featured regularly in worship services and 
concerts. Sundays, 11:30 am–12:30 pm, beginning Sunday, 
September 15.

The First Church Brass Ensemble, under the talented direction 
of Marcia LaReau, returns in September, as does our dedicated 
First Church Choir, whose “Welcome-Back” rehearsal and 
reception is planned for Thursday, September 5, at 7:30 pm. 

Look for the upcoming release of an informational Music & 
Arts at First Church brochure and registration form listing all 
our Music Ministry opportunities and fall rehearsal schedule. 
We’ll also have a Music & Arts table set up following services 
on Rally Day, Sunday, September 8, where you can get more 
information, try out Orff xylophones, metalaphones, and 
choirchimes, and register for First Church choirs or ensembles. 
Also coming in September will be our First Church Sacred 
Concert Series brochure for the upcoming 2019–2020 season. 
We cannot help but praise God and offer thanks for our many 
musical blessings!
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GIVING—For info about e-giving—
contributing via a monthly automatic withdrawal 
from your bank account—call the Finance 
Office, 860.529.1575 x221. You can also give 
online, at firstchurch.org (GIVE link).

facebook.com/FirstChurchPage
IG/ first_church_wethersfield

NEW Summer Worship Times 
(beginning June 16)

Contemporary “Wind” Service: 9:00 am 
Traditional Service: 10:30 am

The Spire Deadline
Material for the next issue of The Spire, which 
will be mailed/emailed on August 21, must be 
submitted to Deryk by noon on Friday, Aug. 9, 
at derykr@firstchurch.org or 860.529.1575 x213.

The Spire (USPS 441-830) is published monthly, except January, March, April, July and August,
by The First Church of Christ in Wethersfield, 250 Main Street, Wethersfield, Connecticut 06109.
POSTMASTER — Send address changes to: The Spire, 250 Main Street, Wethersfield, CT 06109-1893

It’s Summer Barbecue Time!

Our Mission
We are a community of Jesus 

followers who love God, love one 
another, and make disciples.

Join us on Wednesdays at 5:30 pm
JUNE 19–AUGUST 7.

BOOK OF LIFE
Entered Eternal Life
Richard Fuller, April 17, 2019
Marjorie Harris, April 29, 2019
Gordon (Rod) Harris, May 20, 2019
Virginia (Ginny) Wraight, May 26, 2019

Our Church unites in an expression of
heartfelt sympathy to their families.

Baptisms
Riley Jeanne Pollack and 
Reese Elizabeth Pollock, 
daughters of Brett and Meghan Pollack
February 10, 2019

Madison Bobbi Fleming, 
daughter of Timothy and Kathryn Fleming
March 17, 2019

Nicholas Michael Rosenthal, 
son of Michael and Elizabeth (Hines) Rosenthal
May 26, 2019

Dedication
Sebastian George Bucci, 
son of George and Sarah (Pumphrey) Bucci
April 14, 2019

This year, the Board of Deacons was tasked with reviewing our Sunday service 
times for the upcoming year, and at our Annual Meeting we shared the 
following information:
The current service schedule requires our pastors cover multiple services at 
the same time—namely our second traditional service and our WIND service. 
We needed to review this issue because of a reduction in our pastoral staff 
over the past year. Presently, we need more than one pastor to cover any 
given Sunday, and it becomes even more of a challenge when we consider the 
impact of vacations, sabbaticals or illnesses.
In the past, we have shared with you the considerations we take into account 
whenever this topic is discussed, and this year those considerations were no 
different. We have heard many in the congregation share they would like 
our ministers stay for the full service. We also felt this was a very important 
concern to address.
The Board of Deacons spent several meetings discussing, praying and 
eventually voting for a schedule that would address our needs. We’ve been in 
contact with other areas and staff, sharing our thoughts and listening to theirs.
Our Summer schedule, as of June 16th, will be:
 A 9:00 am WIND Service and a 10:30 am Traditional Service.
For our Fall schedule, we will be holding:
 An 8:00 am Traditional Service, 9:00 am WIND Service and a 
 10:30 am Traditional Service.
Our thoughts for this schedule were based on the need for a later traditional 
service, as expressed by some in our congregation. We know there will be an 
impact to the fellowship time we currently have after the 10:00 am services, 
but we also know this opens up other areas for God’s blessings in our services.
We feel this schedule will better serve the congregation. We understand there 
may be more changes. We also know God will provide, as He always does; but 
we also feel we have been called to change—and to have faith in knowing 
God leads us according to His Will.

Serving in His Name, Peter Franzen, Deacon Chair
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https://secure.accessacs.com/access/memberlogin.aspx?sn=10194

