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In Matthew 9:36, we are told about 
Jesus’s heart for the people around 
Him: “When He saw the crowds, He 
had compassion for them, because they 
were harassed and helpless, like sheep 
without a shepherd.”
Jesus saw the people around Him and 
felt compassion. He wasn’t angry and 
frustrated with them for all they had 
done. He wasn’t apathetic, thinking 
He had other things to focus on. He 

had compassion, which literally means His “heart contracted 
convulsively.” He recognized their situation and was moved to 
do something about it.
He shared later that His Father had the same compassion when 
He told the parable about the prodigal son. He calls us to have 
that same compassion mentioned in the parable about the 
good Samaritan.
Obviously, His compassion moved Him to the cross. He says 
in John 10:11, “I am the good Shepherd. The good Shepherd 
lays down His life for the sheep.” He saw that the sheep were 
helpless. He was moved to do something about it. He made 
the ultimate sacrifice.
Jesus calls us to have the same compassion for the people 
around us. He wants our hearts to break for them in a way that 
moves us to do something about their situation.
Many people at First Church are being moved by compassion 
to love the people around them. And they are doing 

SERMON SERIES
Sometimes life overwhelms us and we retreat to a cave. 
Thankfully, God doesn’t leave us there.  
He ventures into the cave and rescues us out of it.
Join us as we explore the caves that Scripture reveals  
and watch God do His best work.

3/24 No One Cares—Psalm 142 Todd Willard
3/31 Refuge—Psalm 24 Todd Willard
4/7 Release—Acts 16:19-34 Wayne Luman

Holy Week Services
PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 14

Ragamuffin Gospel – 1 Samuel 22:1-2 – Deryk Richenburg

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17
Regular Wednesday activities are suspended during  

Holy Week (except Alpha).

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 18
Tenebrae/Communion Service, 6:30 p.m. – Todd Willard

Tenebrae is the Latin term for shadows. 
Experience Scripture lessons along with gradual extinguishing 

of lights—a beautiful observance of the Last Supper.

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 19
Good Friday Service, 2:00–3:00 p.m. – Wayne Luman

Be in observance of Jesus’ final moments on the Cross.

something about it. We see it in so many ways—whether it 
is caring for the people who are sick, loving people going 
through grief, or helping feed people in Hartford (partnering 
with Sparrow ministry and South Park Inn). We have Urban 
Alliance Champions like Mike Munroe in our midst. We have 
others who are doing their part quietly as well.
Jesus’s compassion moved Him to send out disciples into the 
Harvest (Matthew 9:37-38). That’s where our compassion 
should move us as well. We have people around us who are 
harassed and helpless. We know the Shepherd who can turn 
their situation around.
Pray with me that God would increase our compassion for the 
people around us so that we can go out into the Harvest as well.
  —Pastor Deryk 

In 2018, volunteers from First Church contributed 294.5 hours of service 
through Urban Alliance’s volunteer mobilization program. Mike Munroe 
led the way and was named UAService Champion!
Thank you Mike and all who helped be the hands and feet of Jesus, 
helping those in need.
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Your leadership team takes seriously the Apostle Paul’s vision 
of what a Christian community should look like. In Ephesians 
4, Paul writes “As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you 
to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. Be 
completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one 
another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the 
Spirit through the bond of peace.” There are several ongoing 
initiatives at First Church which focus on building our First 
Church community.
The most recent and probably most visible is the Deacon 
Board’s reinstatement of the “Neighborhood,” which is their 
effort to encourage community here at FCC. You likely 
have been contacted already by a Deacon as part of this 
effort. Please consider “your” Deacon to be a contact for 
further information about First Church activities and use this 
opportunity to ask questions about issues that concern you. 
While your Deacon very well may not know the answers, 
they will make an effort to find the answer and get back to 
you. The Executive Board would like to encourage you to 
respond when you are called and consider this a sincere 
effort by the Deacons to make this a more welcoming and 
unified community. 
As the Deacon Board is using the current contact information 
that the church has on record, we would again like to request 
that you advise us if there are any changes. We wish to be 
sure to include you in this community effort, as well as many 
of the other blessings First Church has to offer.
Pastor Todd and Tegan are beginning to develop the 
Emotionally Healthy Discipleship Course at First Church. 
Emotionally Healthy Discipleship is presented through 
two semesters of teaching and group participation. This 
course addresses emotional health, spiritual formation and 
relational skills, with the intended purpose of strengthening 

Executive Board — Member Update

ANNUAL MEETING CALLED | Strategic Plan Unveiling—Notice is hereby given that our Annual Meeting will be 
held in the Meetinghouse on Sunday, April 28, following the 10:00 a.m. services. All members are urged to attend.  
The Executive Board and Pastors are excited to share our Strategic Plan moving forward. Annual Reports will be available 
April 14. Included in the business of the meeting will be the election of officers, a Moment of Memory, and other 
appropriate matters.
FINANCIAL MEETING ANNOUNCED —Notice is hereby given that our Financial Meeting will be held in the 
Meetinghouse on Sunday June 9, following the 10:00 a.m. services. All members are urged to attend.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR PRESCHOOL!
First Church Preschool has been awarded the Most Loved Preschool award for 2019 by Hulafrog. 
Hulafrog is a digital media company that connects parents to the best their local community  
has to offer. 
Congratulations to our fabulous Preschool Staff and Familes on this special honor!

our relationship with Jesus Christ and one another. It is our 
intention that in the fall of 2019, this course will be available 
to the broader First Church community. 
The Caring Ministries Team has a long-standing and ongoing 
program to encourage small groups here at First Church. Pastor 
Wayne Luman, Richard Geikie and Matt Rader are working 
to expand this program. In addition to our Life Groups, on 
Wednesday evenings Glenn Sunshine has been teaching and 
leading Discovery Bible Study, a flexible approach to small 
groups that can be used for both evangelism and growing as 
disciples. It is a fundamental element of many of the rapidly 
growing Disciple Making Movements around the world. 
On May 31 to June 1st, First Church will be hosting a 
conference to equip individuals and churches with the skills 
and principles we need if we are going to see these kinds of 
movements in our area.

Our Church Makes a Difference
During March, Caring Ministries—supported by Urban 
Alliance—provided a two-session presentation on Anxiety 
and Depression in Youth and Adults.
The Mission and Outreach Ministry’s second annual Serving 
Saturday is scheduled for Saturday, May 4th during 
Missions Weekend (May 4th and 5th). Please be sure to 
register and participate in this vital community service event.

Status Update
The First Church of Christ in Wethersfield has voluntarily 
withdrawn as First Church Housing, Inc’s single member. As a 
result, the corporation has determined the new name of the 
village will be 117 Wells Road. First Church will no longer 
be required to provide members for First Church Housing’s 
self-perpetuating board.

You Make a Difference ... In Our First Church Community



SNOW JAM — 2019
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WORK CAMP TRIP | PUERTO RICO
This summer, 21 youth and adults from First Church 
will be traveling with Group Mission Trips to San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. We’ll be joining with many others as 
we serve those impacted by Hurricane Maria, which 
struck the island in 2017. Our team will be in Puerto 
Rico from June 22—June 29. Please pray for our team 
members as we prepare ourselves for this important 
work. There are many opportunities to support 
this team; you can hire a Rent-a-Crew to work at your 
home by contacting Di Krause in Family Ministry at 
860 529 1575, ext 303, you could be our guest at  
a Pasta Dinner that the Puerto Rico team will be 
hosting this spring, and of course there is our annual 
Mother’s Day Plant Sale! 

We had an incredible Snow Jam Winter Weekend at Singing 
Hills Christian Camp in New Hampshire this February. 
Nearly 40 Middle School students, High School students, 
and adult leaders traveled north for a weekend of fun in 
the snow. This year, our teaching theme centered around 
the Parable of the Prodigal Son. We saw how both sons in 
the parable mistreated the father. The younger son did so 
in a way that was obvious. He rebelled and demanded what 
he felt he deserved from his father. When he returned, he 
was overwhelmed by the love and the grace he was shown. 

The older son resented the father for displaying such lavish 
grace toward the younger son. In both instances, the sons 
wanted the father for what he could give them. They did not 
love him for who he was. In the same way, we are created to 
love God, not for what He can give us, but simply to love 
Him for who He is. Snow Jam participants had a blast tubing 
on the huge hill, cross-country skiing, playing card games 
by the fireplace, and sharing in an amazing weekend away!  
We can’t wait until next year!

VACATION BIBLE CAMP — 2019
This year, the theme for Vacation Bible Camp, which runs  
July 15th–July 19th, is Roar: Life is Wild, God is Good. 
Get ready as we prepare to transform First Church into 
an African savanna. You may see a lion, elephant, or zebra 
about as well! Children from age 4 through completed 5th 
grade are invited to attend. Older kids are encouraged to 
participate as volunteer 
leaders. Registration is 
active on our First Church 
website under the events 
tab. If you’re interested 
in getting involved and 
supporting this awesome 
week of Ministry, contact 
Pastor Todd or Di Krause 
in Family Ministry.

We are excited to host the first Accelerate Northeast 
Summit on May 31-June 1. You have heard Pastor Deryk and 
Dr. Glenn Sunshine share about the incredible things God 
is doing around the world. We are hosting a conference so 
that we can gather with others around New England who 
want God to do a Kingdom movement in New England. 
Dr. Sunshine and Jerry Trousdale will be here to share 
more, as well as practitioners from around New England.  
www.firstchurch.org/events/accelerate-northeast

BRO DAY | APRIL BREAK
Calling ALL boys in grades 6 through 12!

Our Bro Day event is back! Come join us on Wednesday, 
April 10th from 9:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. at First Church for 
an awesome day with the guys! We’ll pack the day with 
nerf gun battles, dodgeball, an amazing lunch, and great 
faith conversations. The cost for this incredible event 
is only $15. To register please contact Di Krause at  
860 529 1575, ext 303. 
Any questions? Please contact Pastor Todd.
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860.529.1575  |  Fax: 860.721.7861
250 Main Street, Wethersfield, CT 06109

firstchurch.org
Email: info@firstchurch.org

The Spire online: firstchurch.org/spire

GIVING — For info about e-giving—
contributing via a monthly automatic withdrawal 
from your bank account—call the Finance Office, 
860.529.1575 x221. You can also give online, 
at firstchurch.org (the ONLINE GIVING tab).

facebook.com/FirstChurchPage
IG/ first_church_wethersfield

Worship Times:
Traditional Services: 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.

Contemporary “Wind” Service: 10:00 a.m.

The Spire Deadline
Material for the next issue of The Spire, which 
will be mailed/emailed on June 6, must be 
submitted to Deryk by noon on Friday, May 17, 
at derykr@firstchurch.org or 860.529.1575 x213.

The Spire (USPS 441-830) is published monthly, except January, March, April, July and August,
by The First Church of Christ in Wethersfield, 250 Main Street, Wethersfield, Connecticut 06109.
POSTMASTER — Send address changes to: The Spire, 250 Main Street, Wethersfield, CT 06109-1893

JOIN US FOR
CONNECTICUT PRAYS
OUR CHURCH IS PARTNERING

with churches throughout the 
state, committing to pray for our 
communities, cities and state to be 
ignited in a Spiritual Awaking. We 
have designated the first Sunday 
of each month, to support this 
movement. Want to join? Just sign up 
on the prayer table in the Connector 
to pray for 30- or 60-minute blocks. 
Individuals will be provided with 
specific prayer requests.

Easter Sunday Services

Our Mission
We are a community of  

Jesus followers who love God, 
love one another, and  

make disciples.

Easter Joy! 
First Church is beautifully decorated with flowers on Easter Sunday, 
due to the generosity of the congregation. You may add to the 
joy by making a memorial contribution to the floral decorations. 
Suggested donation is $35.
This completed form and your check (payable to “First Church of 
Christ”) must reach the church’s Finance Office by Wednesday, 
April 3. Either mail them to First Church or place them in the drop 
box located just outside the Finance Office.

This information (except phone number) will appear in print:

In loving memory of: _____________________________________
____________________________________________________

Given by: ______________________________________________
______________________________________________________

Your phone number: _____________________________________

PLEASE PRINT   •   USE ADDITIONAL PAPER IF NECESSARY

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 21 — 7:30 • 9:00 • 10:30
Cave Rescue — Luke 23:50–24:12

Message by Deryk Richenburg
He is Risen! Come, rejoice, worship God, and begin living the Resurrection Life!

Remember—there’s extra parking at the Keeney Center, just a few doors south! 
Childcare: age 5 and under.

SUNRISE SERVICE — 6:00 a.m.
On “Cemetery Hill” behind the Meeetinghouse.

Message by Todd Willard
Music by the First Church Brass Ensemble

EASTER BREAKFAST | Keith Jones Hall | 6:30 a.m. 
To sign-up please contact Di Krause at dianek@firstchurch.org or 860 529 1575, x-303.

Donation is $5 for Individual $10 for Family; Free for children five and under.


