
Important Dates & Reminders

What’s Happening

Books

Early Learning & 
Development Standard 

(ELDS)

**Lunch bunch and extended sessions have been 
suspended for January**

***Enrollment for 2022/2023 starts Jan. 10th!***
Friday 1/14 Bring your favorite teddy bear to school
Monday 1/17 NO SCHOOL in observance of MLK Jr. Day
*Our noses are running away this time of year and make 
masks uncomfortable. Please remember to send in spare 
masks, labeled, so we can swap out as needed. 
*Regarding inclement weather announcements: We go by 
WETHERSFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS and NOT Wethersfield 
preschool (that refers to another program, not First Church)

One Mitten by Kristine George,
The Mitten by Jan Brett,

Animals In Winter by Henrietta 
Bancroft & Richard Van Gelder, 

Corduroy by Don Freeman
All You Need For a Snowman by 

Alice Schertle, Snowmen at Night 
by Caralyn Buehner, Hibernation 
Station by Michelle Meadows, Lost 

and Found by Oliver Jeffers
Tacky The Penguin by Helen 

Lester, The Snowy Day  by Ezra 
Jack Keats plus several 

non-fiction, Nat. Geo. books 
about Polar animals!

Social Emotional
SE.48.14 Interact with a variety of 

children in the program

Physical Health & 
Development

PH.48.2 Combine several gross 
motor skills in an organized 

way, such as moving through 
an obstacle course or 

participating in a creative 
movement activity following 

directives
PH.48.3 Hop on one foot

PH.48.4 Kick ball at target a 
short distance away with 

accuracy and speed
PH.48.5 Throw small ball 

overhand at target a short 
distance away with accuracy

January Bible Verse: “Dearly loved ones, clothe yourself with love, kindness and patience”  Colossians 3:12

 Welcome back! With the holidays behind us I look forward to 
starting the new year by continuing our philosophy of learning 
through play. Winter themes provide many opportunities for 
play, despite the colder temps forcing us to stay inside some 
days. Mrs. B and I can’t wait to bring the outside in and share 
our new community themed dramatic play area; the Cocoa Cafe. 
We’re building our language and communication skills, after a 
long break, while we take turns making and receiving hot 
chocolate and bakery “orders.” The kids practice problem 
solving their way through the back of forth interaction of role 
play. We also have lots of new sensory amusement tools 
including homemade snow playdoh, making art with ice, and of 
course, cocoa tasting. In science we’ll be learning about what 
animals do in winter. You can continue this at home by playing 
games searching for migrating birds in the sky or animals tracks 
in snow. We will continue with our letter, number, & shape 
recognition, and name writing activities. One new concept we will 
introduce this month is positional words like "under," "behind," 
and "beside." With indoor play on the horizon we will begin to 
build our gross motor development by walking up/down the 
stairs and tossing objects (think pretend snowballs). Our bible 
story is about Joseph and his brothers. Fitting for the new year, 
when we tend to want to wipe the slate clean and start anew, 
the story and bible verse (stated above) are echoed by Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s messages and dreams of  love, kindness, 
and patience. I welcome the new year with an open heart and 
can’t wait to play in the snow with my favorite little people!  


