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We are a community of Jesus followers who love God, love one another and make disciples.

CONFINED Series
27 APRIL

Small Group Questions for Discussion:

1) When Paul wrote his letter to the Philippians he was imprisoned, likely in Rome. How does 
Paul’s imprisonment compare to our current experience in quarantine? What are the similarities 
and what are the differences?

2) In these opening words, Philippians 1:3–11, Paul expresses great love and gratitude for the 
Philippian church. We’ve heard the expression, “absence makes the heart grow fonder.” Have 
you experienced a greater sense of love and gratitude for your brothers and sisters in faith as 
you have been apart? Share some of your thoughts and reflections on how this time has shaped 
your perspective on both your local church community, and the global Church.

3) In verse 8, Paul writes, “For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of 
Christ Jesus.” What are some of the images and ideas that come to mind when you consider the 
phrase, “the affection of Christ Jesus?”

4) In our video, Dietrich Bonhoeffer was cited. The quotation was taken from a letter he had 
written to his parents while in prison under Nazi Germany. Bonhoeffer writes, “It’s remarkable 
how we think at such times about the people that we should not like to live without, and almost 
or entirely forget about ourselves. It is only then that we feel how closely our own lives are 
bound up with other people’s, and in fact how the center of our own lives is outside ourselves, 
and how little we are separate entities.” How do his words meet with, or challenge, the way in 
which you have thought about yourself in relation to others in the body of Jesus, the Church?

5) Paul concludes this section with a prayer of blessing. Let’s re-read his prayer together, verses 
9-11, and reflect on how the content of this prayer might shape our prayer for one another in 
the weeks ahead. Other thoughts or comments:


