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We are a community of Jesus followers who love God, love one another and make disciples.

Devotional—8
by Tessa Afshar

When you linger long enough with God, you learn to enjoy the little things. The beauty in 
one ripe pear. The joy of sitting in a shaft of sunlight. The taste of tea made just as you like it.  
The simple things become an invitation to weave your soul to Jesus. Because in that infinitesimal 
moment, your soul comes awake to the fact that He made this: He made the sun and the tea and 
the apple, and your taste buds and your skin cells, and He made it all so they could give you joy. 

And right now, in this ordinary moment, He is with you, laughing and loving and sharing.

I have been trying to capture with words the sense of joy I feel in times like that, and it’s hard to 
describe. I feel a little like a couple on their honeymoon, who connect over the smallest shared 
experiences. A spoonful of ice cream from each other’s bowls, a whiff of a flower, a moment of 
knowing they are understood by another soul in this vast lonely world. Sheer joy!

In His presence there is fullness of joy. In this world we will have much trouble. But in HIS 
glorious presence, the presence that overcame the world, there is undiluted joy. 

It takes practice, coming into that presence. An intentional exercise of mind and faith and heart, 
consistently rising to remember this simple fact: The Father is with me.

And that means that even in the midst of this time of unprecedented peril, we can have joy! 
God is not overwhelmed or overcome by Covid-19. He isn’t surprised by it. 

I hope you will be pierced by that joy today. I hope you will be able to set aside your intercessions 
and requests and problems and needs and just have this for a while. This mighty moment of 
connection and attachment and joy.


