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There is a lot going on this summer. Some of it is going 
to be exciting and some of it is going to be hard. What 
comforts me is knowing our loving Shepherd, Jesus Christ, 
will be with us every step of the way. Our Shepherd loves 
us and cares for us. He calls us by name and He has plans 
for us—to give us a future and a hope.
He will be with us in the good days this Summer. There will 
be many of them to rejoice about: we have opportunities 
to love on this community with Send~a~Crew on June 
18; we are hosting WorkCamp the last week of June; we 
will barbecue together. We will also love on the children 
during VBC week.
But we will also have some tough, bittersweet days ahead. 
Pastor Todd and Pastor Wayne have been so good to us. 
They have left us a legacy we can build upon. Personally, I’ve 
enjoyed their friendship and will miss them. We will honor 
and love them. We will say, “Well done, good and faithful 
servants.” It is going to be tough, but it will be comforting 
to know our loving Shepherd will be with us.
Thankfully, as believers, we know this will not be the end. 
Our loving Shepherd will lead us home. He will rescue us 
from all the chaos of this present world. Jesus is preparing 
His Father’s house. When He is ready, He will return to 
get us. It will be so joyful to be with Him and with others.  
It’s going to be a great, never-ending party. 
This will be a summer filled with emotions. It is good to 
know He will be with us every step of the way.
We know this to be true. . . becaused He Promised!We know this to be true. . . becaused He Promised!

—Pastor Deryk 

As our 2022 Workcamp project has evolved, we’ve discovered 
a great opportunity with which we could use your help. 
On Saturday, June 18, we’ll be organizing and sending out 
teams to fulfill some of the requests residents have made for 
help which don’t fit with Workcamp. Projects include simple 
landscaping, light painting tasks and other small projects. 
We would love your help in serving our neighbors through 
this day of love and care before the Workcamp participants 
arrive on June 26. All ages are welcome!
Grab some friends, and your family, and sign-up to join us. 
We’ll begin the day at 9 AM with coffee, donuts, and a brief 
meeting at First Church before going out to serve. 
If you’re interested in participating, email us at:  
workcamp@firstchurch.org. Please let us know how  
many people are in your crew and what type of work you 
can help with so we can get you set up to help. Hope to see 
you on this wonderful day of blessing our community! 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT
SUMMER COOKOUTS ARE BACK!!!

Dinner begins at 5:30 PM!Dinner begins at 5:30 PM!
JOIN US: July 6, 13, & 20 and August 3, 10, & 17



Do you play an instrument or love to sing?
The WIND team is always looking for NEW members 
to join them! If you are interested in joining, please 
contact our Director of Contemporary Worship,  
Nathan Scalise at: nathan.scalise@gmail.com.

Another wonderfully C-R-A-Z-Y year! Anyone who 
works in preschool knows crazy is good. It means we’ve 
been able to meet Challenges, establish a meaningful 
Rapport with families, Accomplish more than we hoped, 
embrace a bit of the Zany along the way, and celebrate 
all the “Yay” moments!
This year, First Church Preschool was able to bring back 
our Thanksgiving and Christmas programs. We did change 
things up a little, though. For Thanksgiving, in place of the 
traditional feast, we had a Charlie Brown Thanksgiving 
instead, complete with popcorn and toast. The little ones 
loved it! We also tweaked our Christmas program to include 
the entire school rather than just the 5-year-old class.  
Our director of music, Sean McCarthy, was gracious enough 
to play “Silent Night” on the organ for our performance. 
(Thank you, Sean).
A new special event we were able to host this winter was our 
Winter Wonderland. Of course, the night in February that 
we planned it for turned out to be one of those rare winter 
nights where it was 65 degrees outside! No matter; we 
were still able to have our pretend bon fire, and ice skating.  

We also had a woodland scavenger hunt, snowflake craft 
and snowball toss. Families also took home packages of 
hot chocolate, with all the fixings, and cookies.
One of the main focuses of the preschool that we’ve added 
in the last two years, is community outreach. We delivered 
about sixty care packages, with cards the kiddos made, to the 
South Park Inn, a shelter in Hartford for homeless men and 
women. We also raised money for Maidan United, a non-
profit which helps supply medical equipment to Ukraine.
By now, you have all been able to view the artwork we had 
on display in the glass connector. The kiddos worked hard 
on these masterpieces as part of a schoolwide unit on both 
classical and contemporary artists.
Soon we will be releasing our ladybugs and butterflies and 
ending our year with a Step-Up ceremony for the entire 
school, followed by a picnic with their families on the 
Morgan House lawn.
Now. . .  I’ve only told you a little of what we’ve been doing, so 
as you can see, it really has been a wonderfully, CRAZY year!
 —Lisa Roncaioli, Director of Preschool

YEAR 
IN REVIEW

This Spring, First Church partnered with other area 
churches to sponsor a refugee family and relocate them 
to the Hartford area. With your help, we have successfully 
made the arrangements to welcome a family into their new 
home. We are still waiting for a family to be identified and 
then connected with our group. Initially, our hope was to 
welcome an Afghan family but there is a possibility the 
family we eventually serve could come from somewhere 
else. Please continue to keep this effort in prayer and in 
time we should receive the exciting news a family is headed 
our way! Thank you all for the many generous ways you 
contributed to this effort.
   —Pastor Todd Willard

UPDATE



1)  What’s been the most 
memorable moment for you 
during your time here at 
First Church?

It is so hard to pick one, there were so many! 
The first one however, was 14 years ago. 
Cathy and I had been attending First Church 
for about three months and were vacationing 
in New Hampshire. We were driving down the 
scenic Kancamagus Highway and I received a 
phone call. We pulled over and I was offered 
and accepted the position of Director of 
Caring Ministries. I was overcome with joy 
and gratitude to be offered the opportunity to 
serve the congregation in this way, and then 
later, to be asked to serve as an Associate 
Minister.

The other memorable moments are the 
connections with the wonderful people 
of this congregation. There are so many 
God moments and memories of the love, 
generosity, grace and caring of the people of 
this church towards me, and others. These 
moments have made a lasting impact on my 
heart and soul that I will carry with me.

2)  How did you become such a great cook?  
What’s your secret?
Trial and error, and thankfully, everyone 
survived! Serving others is my way of 
demonstrating my love for them and I 
enjoy creating meals. The secret, though, 
has always been to invite others into the 
process, be it my grandkids, or people here at  
First Church. The magic and joy comes from 
working with others to create something that 
blesses others.

 What is your favorite recipe/meal to prepare?
My favorite meals were always the ones that 
brought people together and put smiles on 
their faces. Sharing a meal goes beyond eating; 
it can create community and opportunities 
for us to serve one another, which blesses 
us all. One of my favorite meals, with all 
of these ingredients, was one we did near 

Cinco de Mayo. We prepared tacos, black 
beans, avocado and Spanish rice. The meal 
was great, but it was even greater watching 
the little ones whacking the pinatas, eagerly 
awaiting the candy to come pouring out!

3)  How has God revealed Himself to you in new 
ways during your time here at First Church?
What I have learned about God over these 
past years is that He is always bigger than 
I can ever imagine. He cannot be contained 
and is so very faithful. Over and over again 
He has demonstrated His love for His Church. 
He has never ceased to reveal more when He 
was sought after.

4)  What’s the first thing you plan on doing once 
you’ve wrapped up your time pastoring here?
The first thing I have planned is to spend 10 
days with my beautiful wife at a retreat center 
on Anna Maria island off the Florida coast.

5)  How can your First Church family be praying for 
you during this new season?
My Prayer request would be for Cathy and I 
to have ears to hear and eyes to see how we 
can engage together to best serve Him in this 
next chapter.

Thank you, Pastor Wayne, for serving our 
community at First Church with such deep love 
and care. We thank God for you and Cathy, and 
pray your next chapter will be overflowing with 
the Lord’s ever-present grace and peace.

REFLECTIONS from Pastor Wayne



VACATION BIBLE CAMP
JULY 25–JULY 29
Join us as we discover 
Monumental: Celebrating 
God’s Greatness. There will 
be monumental adventures, 
games, bible truths, songs and much more. All children 
age 4 to completed Grade 5 are invited to laugh, play, 
pray, celebrate, imagine and explore!
Volunteers: We would love your help to make this a special 
week. Everyone from completed Grade 6 through adults is 
invited and encouraged to join our team. 
To register a camper or to volunteer, visit our website 
at firstchurch.org/events and click the VBC image.

~UPCOMING EVENTS~
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AND SAVE THE DATES!

Time is a funny thing. When I stop and think about all 
the experiences I’ve shared with you over the last fifteen 
years, it is almost overwhelming. I can’t begin to count the 
conversations, prayers, cups of coffee, retreats, worship 
services, special events, weddings, funerals, bible studies, 
mission trips, and more. First Church has always been 
a special place for me. I am thankful that I have had the 
chance to share this community with my own children. 
They’ll be able to pass their memories on to their children 
one day and in that sense First Church will remain a part of 
our story. I have learned so much through my time here. I 
intend to take those lessons into the world with me. Thank 
you for being a home to the Willard family for generations. 
Thank you for the affirmations you’ve expressed along 
the way. Thank you for the times you challenged me and 
prompted me to grow. Thank you most of all for holding 
fast to Jesus in a world where it is easy to fall away. He is at 
the heart of First Church, and He has never failed us. I love 
you and I thank God for you!
   —Pastor Todd Willard

WORDS OF THANKGIVING FROM PASTOR TODD

FOREVER YOUNG 
SUMMER SCHEDULE

For information about these gatherings,  
please contact John Wieder at:

p: 860.316.5154 or e: jwiederiii@gmail.com 

 June 14 In-Person  Morgan House - 10 AM
 June 28 Picnic Ferry Park 
  ( John Weider is overseeing this gathering)
 July 12 In-Person  Morgan House - 10 AM
 July 26 Lunch gathering   Morgan House - 11 AM
 Aug 9 In-Person  Morgan House - 10 AM
 Aug 16 Lunch gathering   Morgan House - 11 AM

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
First Church will host two blood drives for the American 
Red Cross this summer. 

They will be held in the 
Fireside/Worship Room:
July 7 — 10 AM–3 PM 
August 18 — 1 PM–6 PM
To schedule an appointment,  
please call 1-800-RED-CROSS.

SUMMER CHURCH SCHOOL
Throughout the school year, we have been blessed by 
many faithful teachers and childcare providers during our 
Sunday morning worship time. We would love to give them 
a break over the summer, but we need your help. Please 
consider lending a hand by teaching one or two weeks of 
preschool or elementary church school. Your help would 
be a huge gift to our First Church families. Currently, we 
offer Church School during the 10:30 AM Wind service.  
To join our summer church school team, reach out to Pastor 
Todd at toddw@firstchurch.org.
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GIVI N G—For info about e-giving—
contributing v ia a monthly automatic  
withdrawal from your bank account— 
call the Finance Office, 860.529.1575 x221.  
You can also give online, at firstchurch.org 
(the ONLINE GIVING tab).

FACEBOOK:FirstChurchPage
IG:first_church_wethersfield

YouTube:First Church Wethersfield

Worship Services
Traditional Service: 

9 AM (the Meetinghouse)
Contemporary Service:  
10:30 AM (Keith Jones Hall)

BOTH Services are now LIVE on our 
YouTube Channel at:

First Church Wethersfield

Our Mission
We are a community of Jesus 

followers who love God, love one 
another, and make disciples.

BOOK OF LIFE
Baptism
Julia Elizabeth Hale
daughter to Rachel and Nathan Hale
04/10/2022

We rejoice with those who rejoice 
and weep with those who weep.

~ Romans:12:15
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THE FINANCIAL MEETING
Sunday, June 12, 2022, 

in the Meetinghouse following 
a 10 AM combined worship 
service. Among the business 

before the congregation is 
consideration of next year’s 
budget and bylaw changes.  

All members are urged  
to attend.

SERMON SERIES
The Affirmations of a Disciple of Christ
6/12 I am a servant ~ Pastor Deryk ONE SERVICE at 10 AM
6/19 I am God’s workmanship ~ Pastor Todd
6/26 I am a steward ~ Pastor Deryk 
7/3 I am a follower of Jesus ~ Pastor Wayne
7/10 Guest Speaker ~ Sam Hollings
7/17 I am a new creation ~ Pastor Deryk 
7/24 Pastor Todd’s Last Sunday ONE SERVICE at 10 AM

NEW SERMON SERIES: Praying Like Jesus
7/31 Glorify — John 17:1–5 ~ Pastor Deryk
8/7 Protect & Send — John 17:6–19 ~ Pastor Deryk
8/14 Unity — John 17:20–26 ~ Pastor Wayne
8/21 His Will Not Mine — Matthew 26:36–46 ~ Pastor Deryk
8/28 Pastor Wayne’s Last Sunday ONE SERVICE at 10 AM
9/4 COVE SERVICE  ONE SERVICE at 10 AM
9/11 RALLY SUNDAY ONE SERVICE at 10 AM

Help us update our database so we can 
connect with you and better serve you. 

Please let us know if you have a new: home address, phone 
number, email address or if you don’t use email at all. 

We also would like to know if you are going through 
any medical challenges.  

Please contact Diane at care@firstchurch.org or 860.529.1575 x117. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
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