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THE ANNUAL MEETING—Notice is hereby given 
that our Annual Meeting has been called for Sunday, 
April 24, 2022, in the Meetinghouse following a  
10 AM combined worship service. All members 
are urged to attend. Annual Reports will be available  
April 10. Included in the business of the meeting will be 
the election of officers, a Moment of Memory, and other 
appropriate matters.
THE FINANCIAL MEETING—Notice is hereby given 
that our Financial Meeting has been called for Sunday, 
June 12, 2022, in the Meetinghouse following a  
10 AM combined worship service. Among the 
business before the congregation is consideration of 
next year’s budget. All members are urged to attend.

Holy Week Services — 2022
PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 10 – 9 and 10:30 AM

Is Anything too Hard for the Lord? 
Genesis 17:15–18: 15; 21:1–7 ~ Deryk Richenburg

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 14
Tenebrae/Communion Service  

10:30 AM and 6:30 PM ~ Todd Willard
Tenebrae is the Latin term for shadows. 

A beautiful observance of the Last Supper.

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 15
Good Friday Service, 2:00–3:00 PM ~ Wayne Luman

Be in observance of Jesus’ final moments on the Cross.

SERMON SERIES
This series is looking at how God leads Abraham 
into a new place. Along the way, He reveals 
Himself to Abraham in many ways as He calls 
Abraham to live by faith.

4/24  Genesis 18:22–33 Deryk Richenburg
5/1  Genesis 16  Todd Willard

PROVIDER.?!
No, the title is not a question—not really. But it does reveal 
my inner struggle with fully embracing this great truth 
of who God is: Provider. Yes, He is Yahweh Yireh, God 
will provide. Sadly, too often I have fretted, wondering if 
He will provide in the situation I currently find myself in. 
Provider? Yet, even when I doubt or have questions, He has 
always, ALWAYS, provided. Just like He promised. Provider!  
Can I get an “Amen”?
In Genesis 22, when God tested Abraham by asking him to 
sacrifice Isaac, God provided a ram in the thicket. Abraham 
called that place Yahweh Yireh, God will provide. God 
constantly reveals Himself as Provider throughout Scripture: 
when Joshua was trying to figure out how to defeat Jericho, 
God provided the plan ( Joshua 5:14); He provided food for 
Elijah when he was downtrodden and weary (1 Kings 19:6); 
He provides for those who seek His Kingdom first (Matthew 
6:33); and He always provides a way out for those who are 
tempted (1 Corinthians 10:13).
There is so much He provides. Paul states it best in  
2 Corinthians 9:8, “And God is able to make all grace abound 
to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you 
may abound in every good work.” He is Provider—yesterday, 
today and tomorrow. He always will. It’s who He is.
And He has shown Himself to be First Church’s provider as 
well. He has provided us with vision and leadership over the 
years, and He has provided financially as well. He provided 
everything we needed to complete the Marsh Building.  
He has opened doors in the community. He gave us resiliency 
to pivot each time Covid threw a punch.

He will provide for us moving forward. Yes, it will take faith 
and perseverance on our part—and we dare not halt in Haran. 
We need to pack our bags and go in obedience. 
He will provide. . . every step along the way!He will provide. . . every step along the way!
    —Pastor Deryk 



PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL BLESSING FLOW!

TAG SALE—APRIL 30

Do you play an instrument 
or love to sing?

Clear out those extra items from your home you 
no longer need! 
Donations will be collected for the ACT NOW tag sale for 
LOVE146. Home Decor, children’s toys (clean and working 
condition) and vinyl records are some of the things that 
sold well at last summer’s sale. Drop off your donated items 
at the Morgan House garage Thursday, April 28, and  
Friday, April 29.
We appreciate your efforts in giving and telling others 
about this sale to help Connecticut’s trafficked children.
(No large furniture, glassware or adult clothing please.)

A.C.T.

N.O.W.

The WIND team is always looking for NEW members 
to join them! If you are interested in joining, please 
contact our Director of Contemporary Worship,  
Nathan Scalise at: nathan.scalise@gmail.com.

Over the past year—Mastering Motherhood, in it’s fourth 
season—has been a light and a hope to the community. 
God has brought approximately 80 women together from 
surrounding towns. Many new relationships have formed, 
and some moms are getting their families back to church 
or going for the first time. We have heard of impactful 
changes moms have made, improving their lives and their 
children’s. God is moving as He helps these women realize 
the gift of motherhood is, rather than what the world often 
portrays as a burden. And God is working in the children 
as well, allowing them the opportunity to be away from 
their parents and socialize with other children, which many 
have not been able to do in their little lifetimes. God has 

Throughout the scriptures, the people of God are repeatedly 
called to be a people who care for the refugee. Even Jesus 
spent the first chapter of His time on Earth as a refugee. 
All too often, political unrest throughout our world has 
forced families, and individuals, to flee their homeland for 
safety. Afghanistan is one of those places. IRIS (Integrated 
Refugee and Immigrant Services) is a non-profit agency 
whose mission is to help refugees and other displaced 
people establish new lives. First Church was recently invited 
to join an IRIS cohort, led by Trinity Episcopal Church and 

including two other local congregations, in sponsoring the 
resettlement of an Afghan family to our area. Over the past 
few months, we have secured funding, leased an apartment, 
and begun building teams of volunteers who will help 
make the transition as smooth as possible for the in-coming 
family. Recently, we moved furniture into an apartment and 
began finalizing the remaining details. Once all the pieces 
are in place, IRIS will connect us with a family. “Thank you” 
to those of you who have donated toward this cause, and 
to those who volunteered their time and talents. 
   —Pastor Todd Willard

answered many prayers and graciously provided volunteers 
from both within and outside the church to care for the 
children. We pray God will continue using this ministry to 
open moms up to the grace and love Jesus has for them.
  —Nikki Monsonis and Meg Siracusa



In just a few short months, First Church will welcome 
hundreds of teen and adult volunteers into our 
community for a week of loving our neighbors 
through home repair. Workcamp will take place from  
June 26–July 2. Thank you to the many people who have 
contributed resources, and worked tirelessly, to make this 
project a reality.

For over twenty years, First Church has partnered with 
Group Mission Trips, sending teams from our church to 
cities around the country. A typical house project would 
run the gamut of interior or exterior painting, deck 
repair, or building a wheelchair access ramp. Through the  
week-long process, not only is the homeowner blessed, but 
the campers and their adult leaders as well—as they bring 
the light of Jesus’s love to the people they serve. And this 
year, this exciting week of outreach is going to be right in 
our own back yard!

So now you’re wondering, “How do I get involved?”  
(Great question!) There are still plenty of things to do and 
ways to get involved. We are in the process of getting the 
word out to the community and finding projects for the 
campers to work on. If you know anyone in Wethersfield 
who we could bless with some needed work on their 
home, please give them an application form. Applications 
are available through the Wethersfield Department 
of Social Services, at the church and on our website,  
(www.firstchurch.org/events/workcamp-2022wethersfield).
We are also creating teams of volunteers. The teams’ work 
falls into three categories: before Workcamp, during the 
week of Workcamp and after Workcamp. The following 
teams are still looking for members, and even if they have 
already begun meeting, it’s never too late to join. 

Site Directors
Financial People
Media Advocates
Staff/Volunteer Coordinators
Local Project Advisors
Construction Clean-up Coordinator

While some of these positions might require specialized 
knowledge to lead the group, most positions simply 
require a willingness to serve Jesus by serving others.  
We are always looking for more people to help in this 
effort and will be able to get you connected. Just raise your 
hand and say, “Here am I!”

Another way to support Workcamp this year is financially. 
We have set a budget of $40,000 and are well on our way. 
Funds raised will pay for supplies for the house projects, 
events we host for the campers, as well as incidental 
expenses which come up. Anyone who has done a home 
project understands the need to budget just a bit more 
“just in case”. Some funds will also be necessary to complete 
projects which are still unfinished at the end of the camp. 
Unused funds raised will be donated to Wethersfield Social 
Services and continue to bless our neighbors.

If you feel led to contribute financially toward this cause, 
checks can be made out to First Church with “Workcamp” 
in the memo line. Donations can also be made on our 
church website; Go to GIVE on the top navigation bar, 
select “Family – Missions” from the Fund pulldown menu.  
To volunteer or find out more, email our team at 
WorkCamp@firstchurch.org.

This is a great opportunity for us as God’s people to reach 
out in love to the community we have been called to serve. 
I am excited to see how God will use us to draw people to 
Himself more closely. 
 —Pastor Todd Willard

Workcamp is coming to Wethersfield!

PLEASE BE PRAYING FOR THIS WEEK!



EASTER EGG HUNT
First Church kids, families and friends are invited to an  
Easter Egg Hunt out on the front lawn, Saturday, April 16, 
from 10:30–11:30 AM. Come out for some spring-time fun 
and say hello to friends. There is no cost to participate but 
we do ask that you register in advance through our church 
website, at www.firstchurch.org/Easter.
MOTHER’S DAY WEEKEND PLANT AND FLOWER SALE
Our annual Mother’s Day weekend Plant & Flower Sale is 
returning! Stop by the front lawn of First Church on Saturday, 
May 7, or Sunday, May 8, from 8:00 AM–2:00 PM, for an 
amazing selection of flowers, hanging baskets, and herbs for 
sale. The funds raised will go towards supporting this year’s 
Workcamp here in Wethersfield.

UPCOMING EVENTS — SAVE THE DATES!
Ye Choirs of New Jerusalem
A Palm Sunday Concert
April 10, 2022 at 4:00 PM
The First Church Choir with Michelle Fiertek, soprano and Kari Miller, organist, under 
the direction of Sean McCarthy

The First Church Choir will present a concert of choral masterworks from both French 
and English 19th century sacred traditions.  Selections include the Messe Solennelle,  
Op. 16, by Louis Vierne, and cathedral anthems by Charles Stanford, John Ireland, Edgar 
Bainton and Charles Wood. The program presents musical visions of heaven and the 
Holy City. The concert is free, with a donation accepted at intermission.

VACATION BIBLE CAMP
Vacation Bible Camp is coming to First Church! Join us for 
an awesome week of faith and fun from July 25–July 29. 
With this year’s theme Monumental, we’ll be celebrating 
God’s greatness as we journey through the desert—with it’s 
beauty and challenges. 

Children age 4 through completed 5th grade are invited to 
participate. There are many opportunities for volunteers, 
and we would love to have 
your help. Keep an eye out for 
registration and volunteer 
opportunities on our 
First Church website in 
mid-April. 

JOIN FIRST CREWS !
The Campus Stewardship Committee is looking for a few 
good men (and WOMEN!) to establish “First Crews”. This 
team will assist property personnel with larger projects 
which can’t be ordinarily handled. The maintenance staff 
is doing a fantastic job but could use our help. If you are 
interested (or feel God calling you), email Mike Davis at 
property@firstchurch.org with questions or to sign up.

Also we’ve already had one workday in March and our 
second workday will be on June 4, from 8 AM–12 PM. 
We will be concentrating on outdoor projects, as well as 
cleaning out the Attic and Barn. 

And, of course, stay for 
lunch afterwards! 
For more information or to 
sign up, email Mike Davis at 

property@firstchurch.org.

WE NEED YOUR 
USED GLASSES 
OR OLD LENSES!
Medical Mission Outreach 
travels to poor countries around 
the world. 

In October, a Medical, Dental 
and Eyecare team will be going 
to serve the people of Guyana. 
To prepare for the trip, we are  
collecting used glasses and old 
lenses until end of August.

Look for our collection box  
in front of Reception at the 
church!

Questions? Contact Bruce Tooker at 
btooker77@gmail.com.
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GIVI N G—For info about e-giving—
contributing v ia a monthly automatic  
withdrawal from your bank account— 
call the Finance Office, 860.529.1575 x221.  
You can also give online, at firstchurch.org 
(the ONLINE GIVING tab).

FACEBOOK:FirstChurchPage
IG:first_church_wethersfield

YouTube:First Church Wethersfield

Worship Services
Traditional Service: 

9 AM (the Meetinghouse)
Contemporary Service:  
10:30 AM (Keith Jones Hall)

BOTH Services are now LIVE on our 
YouTube Channel at:

First Church Wethersfield

Our Mission
We are a community of Jesus 

followers who love God, love one 
another, and make disciples.

BOOK OF LIFE
Births
Julia Elizabeth Hale
daughter to Rachel and Nathan Hale
08/20/2021

Deaths
Charlotte Mead — 11/28/2021
Faye Smith — 12/07/2021
Margery Izard — 01/24/2022
Audrey Kuzma — 01/27/2022
William Kennedy — 02/12/2022
Howard Arnold Willard Jr. “Buz”   
 — 02/24/2022 
Seymour Adil — 03/02/2022

We rejoice with those who rejoice 
and weep with those who weep.
                          ~ Romans:12:15
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Easter Sunday — April 17, 2022

Easter Joy! 
First Church is beautifully decorated with f lowers on Easter 
Sunday, due to the generosity of the congregation. You may add 
to the joy by making a memorial contribution to the floral fund.  
Suggested donation is $35.
This completed form and your check (payable to “First Church of 
Christ”) must reach the church’s Finance Office by Wednesday, 
April 6. Either mail them to First Church or place them in the drop 
box located just outside the Finance Office.

This information (except phone number) will appear in print:

In loving memory of: _____________________________________
____________________________________________________

Given by: ______________________________________________
______________________________________________________

Your phone number: _____________________________________

PLEASE PRINT   •   USE ADDITIONAL PAPER IF NECESSARY

SUNRISE SERVICE — 6:00 AM
On “Cemetery Hill” behind the Meeetinghouse.

Message by Todd Willard  |  Music by the First Church Brass Ensemble

EASTER BREAKFAST | Keith Jones Hall | 6:30–7:30 AM
To make a reservation,  please visit www.firstchurch.org/Easter or contact Pastor Todd 

at: toddw@firstchurch.org or 860.529.1575 x120.
Suggested Donation is $5 for Individual $15 for Family.

EASTER SERVICES (in the Meetinghouse) — 7:30  |  9:00  |  10:30
Provider — Genesis 22  |  Message by Deryk Richenburg

He is Risen! Come, rejoice, worship God, and begin living the Resurrection Life!

WE NEED YOUR HELP! We want to serve you and we can’t if we 
don’t know. Let us know of your new address if you have moved, or new 
email address, or if you are going through any medical challenges.  
Please contact Diane at care@firstchurch.org or 860.529.1575 x117. 
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