
A few years ago, our former Communications Director, David 
Gilbert (miss being with you everyday, Dave) received a call 
from a film company interested in making a movie at First 
Church. Obviously, there was excitement. That is, until David 
wisely asked the next question, “What’s the movie about?” 
The answer: Zombie Apocalypse. The conversation quickly 
ended with a polite “no, thank you”.
It baffles me what the world thinks of when they see a church. 
Instead of seeing a loving people trying to follow Jesus and 
help others, they see Zombie Apocalypse. They see what we 
are against, rather than what we are for; they see a voting 
block to be influenced; they see scandal. They see a group of 
people no different than the rest of America. Unfortunately, 
most of these perceptions are based on our own behavior. 
Well, maybe, not the Zombie Apocalypse part.
Jesus calls us to be different—to be in the world, but not of 
the world. He commands His disciples after the resurrection 
in Luke 24:48, “You are witnesses of these things.” Jesus calls 
us to be witnesses to His resurrection. He calls us to share 
His willingness to suffer and give our lives for others. We are 
called to reveal the hope and abundant life found only in Him.
First Church, let’s change the world’s perception by how we 
live and love. Let’s be witnesses who reveal to others through 
our actions and words the hope we have in Jesus. The Greater 
Hartford area needs us to be different from the rest of the 
world. He calls us to be different. And if He calls us, He will 
open doors and empower us. We just need to follow.
That’s a movie I look forward to seeing.
 —Pastor Deryk 
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From Darkness into Light will premiere on our YouTube 
Channel, Saturday, March 28 at 4 PM, featuring Director of 
Music, Sean McCarthy at the organ, with guest performances 
from: sopranos, Jennifer Groves and Abby White and 
baritone, Jonathan Stinson. During this extraordinary time, 
this special Lenten concert program of organ music seeks to 
express the inexpressible. Throughout the program will be 
vocal solos charting the course of Passion Week—from the 
darkness of Gethsemane to the triumph of Easter morning.

Holy Week and Easter Services
Palm Sunday, March 28

9 AM Traditional | 10 AM Contemporary (WIND)
Why was Jesus Killed? — Mark 11:12-25

FACEBOOK LIVE Prayer, 8:30 AM
Monday–Friday with Pastor Deryk

 Maundy Thursday, April 1 at 7 PM
Service in the Meetinghouse

Good Friday, April 2 at 2 PM
Service in the Meetinghouse

Easter Sunday, April 4 
Alleluia, He is Risen!  

We hope you will join us in worship as we rejoice 
together —celebrating this Resurrection Life!

Sunrise Service — 6 AM
On “Cemetery Hill” behind the Meeetinghouse.

Rise — Matthew 28:1-10
Message by Todd Willard

Music by the First Church Brass Ensemble

The First Step — John 11:1–44
Message by Deryk Richenburg

Meetinghouse — 8 AM
Outdoors in the Parking Lot — 9:15 AM

Meetinghouse and Keith Jones Hall 
10:30 AM

*All in-person events are held consistent with our  
safety guidelines of maintaining social distancing and  

the wearing of masks. ~ Thank You.
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GIVI N G—For info about e-giving—
contributing v ia a monthly automatic  
withdrawal from your bank account— 
call the Finance Office, 860.529.1575 x221.  
You can also give online, at firstchurch.org 
(the ONLINE GIVING tab).

FACEBOOK/FirstChurchPage
IG/ first_church_wethersfield

YouTube/ First Church Wethersfield

Worship Services
Traditional Service: 

9 AM (the Meetinghouse)

Contemporary “Wind” Service:  
10:00 AM (Keith Jones Hall)

Also LIVE Streaming on YouTube at:
First Church Wethersfield

Our Mission
We are a community of Jesus 

followers who love God, love one 
another, and make disciples.

BOOK OF LIFE
Births
Olivia Rose, daughter of  
Matthew and Jenny (Cooper) Labo
We rejoice with those who rejoice and 
weep with those who weep.~Romans:12:15

FINANCIALLY SPEAKING | Offerings — February 2020
   Actual this year Budget this year Discrepancy
 Month to Date 125,962 81,430  44,532
 Year to Date 755,954 775,555 (19,601)

February giving was strong in response to last month’s financial update letter—thank 
you—and went a long way toward closing the gap. One month doesn’t make a trend, 
however. So let’s keep our eye on the ball and turn the trend around for the rest of 
the fiscal year. Again, thanks so much for your continued support!

EASTER EGG HUNT
First Church kids, families and friends are invited to join us for an Easter Egg Hunt out on 
the front lawn, Saturday, April 3 from 9:30–10:30 AM. The rain date will be April 10, 
at the same time. Come on out for some spring-time fun and say hello to friends. There 
is no cost to participate but we do ask that you register in advance through our church 
website, at www.firstchurch.org/grow/family-ministry.

MOTHER’S DAY WEEKEND PLANT AND FLOWER SALE
Our annual Mother’s Day weekend Plant & Flower Sale is returning! Stop by the front 
lawn of First Church on Saturday, May 8 or Sunday, May 9 from 8:00 AM–2:00 PM.  
We’ll have an amazing selection of flowers, hanging baskets, and herbs for sale.  
The funds raised will support this year’s youth mission trip to Erie, Pennsylvania.

WORKCAMP — 2021
This year’s Youth mission trip is to Erie, Pennsylvania. Students who will be entering the 
ninth grade and older are invited to join us on this incredible week of service through 
Group Mission Trips. From June 27–July 3, our team will be serving the community of 
Erie through home repair and renovation. Don’t miss out on this life changing experience. 
For more information or to register contact Pastor Todd. 

VACATION BIBLE CAMP
Vacation Bible Camp is returning to First Church. Join us for an awesome week of faith 
and fun from July 19–July 23. With this year’s theme Treasured, we’ll be exploring 
jungle ruins and discovering that we are priceless to God. 

Children age 4 through completed 5th grade 
are invited to participate. There are many 
opportunities for volunteers, and we would 
love to have your help. Keep an eye out for 
registration to go live on our First Church website 
in April. If you are interested in lending a hand, 
contact Pastor Todd at toddw@firstchurch.org.

ANNUAL MEETING CALLED—Notice is hereby given that our Annual Meeting 
will be held in the Meetinghouse on Sunday, April 25, following the 10 AM 
service. All members are urged to attend. Annual Reports will be available April 11. 
Included in the business of the meeting will be the election of officers, a Moment of 
Memory, and other appropriate matters.
FINANCIAL MEETING ANNOUNCED—Notice is hereby given that our 
Financial Meeting will be held in the Meetinghouse on Sunday, June 13, following 
the 10 AM service. All members are urged to attend.

FAMILY MINISTRY — SAVE THE DATES!


