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In Revelation 22:6-21, Jesus is telling John and us that He is 
coming. Three times Jesus tells us, “He is coming soon.”
How should we respond? Our answer should be consistent 
with Revelation 22:20, “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!” We are to 
respond with longing in our hearts. We are to cry out with the 
Spirit, “Come!” (verse 17)
We are in the season of Advent, when we wait with those in the 
Old Testament for our Savior to come. We read the stories of 
those who are expecting, like Zechariah and Elizabeth and Joseph 
and Mary. We wait with them and look forward to His return.
Advent begins and ends with these words, “Come, Lord Jesus.” 
The believers in the Old Testament longed for God to come and 
save them. Do we have the same longing in our hearts? Do we 
want Him to come back and rescue us from this chaotic world?
Friends, our Savior Jesus Christ is coming soon. Prepare your 
hearts for Him! Long for Him! Cry out with all of creation, 
“Come, Lord Jesus!”
Last year, we were unable to come together during Advent 
and Christmas. I hope it is the last Christmas Eve I am not able 
to celebrate at church with all of you. As you can tell from our 
schedule, we are doing everything we can to make this year a 
celebration. I hope to see you there.
 —Pastor Deryk 

On Sunday, December 12, at 4:00 PMSunday, December 12, at 4:00 PM, our  
First Church Meetinghouse Concert Series will present 
What Sweeter Music: Carols and LullabiesWhat Sweeter Music: Carols and Lullabies, a Christmas 
concert featuring the First Church Choir with guest 
soloists and instrumentalists under the direction of Sean 
McCarthy. Join us as we celebrate our Savior’s birth 
with beloved Christmas carols by John Rutter, Stephen 
Paulus, Reginald Jacques, and Dan Forrest, as well as the 
premiere of a new carol by Sean McCarthy. This family-
friendly event will include a sing-a-long of favorite carols.

We require all unvaccinated attendees wear a mask.  We require all unvaccinated attendees wear a mask.  
All concert performers are fully vaccinatedAll concert performers are fully vaccinated. The concert 
is free, with a donation accepted at intermission.  
Early seating is recommended.

ADVENT SERMON SERIES

December 5, 2021
The Power Tug of War — Luke 2:1–20 

Message by Deryk Richenburg

December 12, 2021
Not the King We’re Looking For — Matthew 2:1–12

Message by Todd Willard

December 19, 2021
A Crisis of Opportunity—Matthew 1:18–25

Message by Deryk Richenburg

December 26, 2021
Not What I Expected—Matthew 2:9–14 

Message by Wayne Luman
One Service at 9 AM in the Meetinghouse.

COME WORSHIP WITH US!
Friday, December 24, 2021

Christmas Eve Services
The Innkeeper — Luke 2:1–20

Message by Deryk Richenburg



FOCUSED LIVING RETREAT

UPCOMING CLASSES AND EVENTS — KICK-OFF 2022

Mastering Motherhood—Spring Semester 
Begins Thursday, Februray 10 | from 9:15–11:30 AM 
Meets Thursday mornings in Keith Jones Hall. 
We’d like to extend an invitation to all the women in 
our wider community—there is a seat at the table for 
you! No matter how old your kids are, even if you don’t 
have children of your own, you are welcome to join this 
community. We offer childcare while mamas participate 
in the program each week, so childcare volunteers are 
one of our greatest needs. 
For more information on how to get involved please 
reach out to Pastor Todd at  
toddw@firstchurch.org or at 860.529.1575 ext.120.
To register: www.masteringmotherhood.com/map-1

A WORD OF THANKS!

DO YOU PLAY AN INSTRUMENT 
OR LOVE TO SING?

What a blessing First Church is to Love146, supporting 
them in their goal to end child trafficking and exploitation. 
ACTNOW, our dedicated volunteer team, raised 
approximately $10,000 this year with two fundraisers 
thanks to the people of First Church. We are very grateful 
for everyone who has joined us in helping the children of 
Connecticut in this way.

A.C.T.

N.O.W.

The Alzheimer’s Association Caregivers Support Group
Continuing on January 3 | from 10:30–11:30 AM 
Meets the First Monday of EACH month.
The caregiver support group is designed for family 
members of individuals suffering from dementia. The 
focus is on caregiving challenges, issues, needs (with 
possible solutions), ways of coping and information 
about community resources. 
Contact: Diane Galloway at 860.529.1575 ext.117.

Forever Young Group (Open to All)
Tuesday, January 4 | at 10 AM 
Meets in the Morgan House Drawing Room
Followed by a Chicken soup lunch.
Contact: Pastor Wayne at 860.529.1575 ext.116.

When Women Pray
Resumes, Wednesday, January 26 | at 6:30 PM 
Meets Wednesdays in the Church Parlor. 
A time of prayer for women of all ages!
Contact: Diane Galloway at 860.529.1575 ext.117.

Men’s Ministry Monthly Meeting 
Wednesday, January 26 | from 6:30–8 PM 
Meets the Last Wednesday of EACH month. 
Pizza and a Message.
Contact: Pastor Wayne at 860.529.1575 ext.116.

I, (Pastor Deryk) would like to invite you to a Focused Living 
Retreat on January 21–22.
The Focused Living Retreat is a personal development 
process designed to help each person clarify the call that 
God has placed on their life. Focused Living has the power 
to ignite a new hope and greater courage in the lives of 
committed and passionate Christians, by helping them to 
clarify their purpose, vision, and core values.

The WIND team is always looking for NEW members 
to join them! If you are interested in joining, please 
contact our Director of Contemporary Worship,  
Nathan Scalise at: nathan.scalise@gmail.com.

I’m excited to teach this Retreat; I think it is the best tool to 
help clarify calling. I’ve watched many people go through 
this process and I always enjoy watching the “Aha” moments 
God gives along the way.
If you, or someone you know, would like more information 
or to register for this retreat, please contact Pastor Deryk at 
derykr@firstchurch.org.

Do you want a clearer understanding of God’s call on your life?



Wethersfield Workcamp 2022 is moving forward!
From June 26–July 2, 2022, First Church will be co-sponsoring 
hundreds of teen and adult volunteers from across the country 
here in Wethersfield. Over the course of the week, dozens of 
homes in our community will receive much needed care and 
repair. There are many ways to become involved in this project. 
If you’d like to learn more about the project or how you or 
someone you know can become involved, contact Pastor Todd 
at toddw@firstchurch.org or at 860.529.1575 ext.120.

Join this five-week Women’s Bible Study as we explore pivotal moments in the 
lives of Gideon, Nehemiah, Esther, Hosea and Malachi as they chose to obey 
God, no matter their circumstances. Hear from Priscilla Shirer, Kelly Minter, Beth 
Moore, Jennifer Rothschild, and Lisa Harper, as they reveal how God uses the 
lives of ordinary people for His glory and the good of His people. This DVD study;  
The Faithful, facilitated by Diane Galloway, will begin on Wednesday, February 23, from 
10:30–11:30 AM in the Church Parlor. 

To register, visit: www.firstchurch.org/grow/the-faithful or email care@firstchurch.org. 
To purchase the book, visit: www.amazon.com/Faithful-Bible-Study-Heroes-Testament.

WOMEN’S FIVE-WEEK BIBLE STUDY

Wayne Luman and Diane Galloway will cohost a new 10-week cohort for Understanding Your 
Grief: Ten Essential Touchstones for Finding Hope and Healing Your Heart. Dr. Alan Wolfelt 
is one of North America’s leading grief educators. Understanding Your Grief describes critical 
trail markers—essential physical, emotional, cognitive, social and spiritual signs—for mourners 
to note on their journey through grief. This new cohort meets on Mondays, from 1:30–3:00 PM, 
beginning February 28, 2022. You can use the Order Book Link on the class website page to 
pre-order your books on Amazon: www.firstchurch.org/grow/understanding-grief. 
Questions, or to register call Diane Galloway at 860.529.1575 ext.117.

NEW COHORT FOR—Understanding Your Grief  
Ten Essential Touchstones for Finding Hope and Healing Your Heart

Meetinghouse Steeple Renovation
Imagine a hot and humid summer day: the sun beating down, the air so moist it can be tough 
to even breathe. Or how about a blinding snowstorm, the wind howling, wiping the snow like 
needles against your face. Very few, if anyone, would like to be outside in those conditions.  
But our steeple is in the elements, year in and year out, come what may.
As we prepared to repaint the steeple, we noticed portions which need more attention 
than a simple scraping and recoating. Some of the woodwork, in particular the finials—those 
decorative pieces at the corners—need to be replaced. The Campus Stewardship Committee is 
undertaking an examination of the steeple, Meetinghouse brickwork, and brownstone steps off 
the Meetinghouse to present a plan to the Board for addressing the building’s needs.
Structurally, the steeple is in good condition; the work identified to this point is cosmetic.  
Over the coming months, a more thorough evaluation of the steeple and building will be done.  
It may seem like a daunting project, but we are well positioned to undertake such a task. It’s all 
part of being good stewards of all God has given us. Look for updates in the months to come. 
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GIVI N G—For info about e-giving—
contributing v ia a monthly automatic  
withdrawal from your bank account— 
call the Finance Office, 860.529.1575 x221.  
You can also give online, at firstchurch.org 
(the ONLINE GIVING tab).

FACEBOOK/FirstChurchPage
IG/ first_church_wethersfield

YouTube/ First Church Wethersfield

Worship Services
Traditional Service: 

9 AM (the Meetinghouse)
Contemporary “Wind” Service:  

10:30 AM (Keith Jones Hall)
BOTH Services are now LIVE on our 

YouTube Channel at:
First Church Wethersfield

Our Mission
We are a community of Jesus 

followers who love God, love one 
another, and make disciples.

BOOK OF LIFE
Births
Isabella Faith Murray
daughter to Taylor and Brian Murray
10/10/2021
Maddox Azai Davis 
son to Kiara and Mike Davis
10/20/2021
Nala Grace Fabian 
daughter to Marie and Jose Fabian
10/28/2021

Deaths
Patricia Strong — 08/13/2021
Millard Mason — 09/08/2021
Bud Reading — 11/06/2021
Judith Haddad — 11/10/2021

We rejoice with those who rejoice 
and weep with those who weep.
                          ~ Romans:12:15

On Sunday, December 19, at 4 PM we’re bringing back our Annual Christmas 
Pageant. Children of all ages are invited to participate. There will be a short 
rehearsal, in the meetinghouse, the day before, Saturday, December 18, at  
10 AM. Come join in for a memorable evening together as we celebrate the 
greatest story ever told. 
To register or to learn how you can help please contact Pastor Todd  
at toddw@firstchurch.org or at 860.529.1575 ext.120.
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CHRISTMAS PAGEANT — SAVE THE DATE!

Our Church is filled with poinsettias during the week of Christmas, due to the 
generosity of the congregation. You may add to the Joy by making a contribution 
to the memorial Christmas flowers. Suggested donation is $35.
This completed form and your check (payable to“First Church of Christ”) should 
reach the church’s Finance Office by Monday, December 13. Either mail them to 
First Church or place them in the drop box located just outside the Finance Office.
The information (except phone number) will appear in print:
In loving memory of: __________________________________________________

  __________________________________________________
Given by: ___________________________________________________________
Your phone number: _________________________________________________

PLEASE PRINT  •  USE ADDITIONAL PAPER IF NECESSARY

CHRISTMAS JOY


