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May 31, 2020

Hymns We Love: For All the Saints

This Memorial Day we remember not just those members of the armed services who gave 
their lives in service to their country, but also all who have lost their lives in the Covid-19 
pandemic.

For All the Saints was written by Bishop William W. How and first published in England 
in 1864. The hymn was originally sung to the tune SARUM, but when a rising young 
English composer by the name of Ralph Vaughan Williams was asked to help put together 
what turned out to be a landmark new hymnal, The English Hymnal of 1906, he replaced 
SARUM with his own composition, SINE NOMINE. 

SINE NOMINE was an unusual name for a tune that turned out to be very famous, since, 
in Latin, “sine nomine” literally means “without a name.” It ranks as one of the finest and 
most stirring hymn melodies to be found in any hymnal. For generations it has conveyed 
the great victory of faith over fear and doubt. For All the Saints is a hymn that unites those 
of us here on earth with all the saints in heaven. It joins our hearts and voices with those 
who have gone on before:

O blest communion, fellowship divine!

We feebly struggle; they in glory shine.

Yet all are one in thee, for all are thine.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

I hope you’ll find your own faith strengthened as you listen to its powerful combination of 
words and music: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rgwq7f2FpNk

Following the events of September 11, 2001, I wrote American Cortege, a piece for 
trumpet and organ, in memory of those who had lost their lives. In it, I tried to move 
beyond the sorrow of our national tragedy to communicate the hope that comes from faith 
in God and belief in the resurrection. In this music, I hoped to portray the souls of the 
fallen ascending into heaven.

Listen to American Cortege: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQ5ImaCeCiw&feature=youtu.be


