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We are a community of Jesus followers who love God, love one another and make disciples.
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Lesson 7: The Life of King Solomon: Solomon Builds the Temple
Scripture References: I Chronicles 17 
Today’s Big Idea: God wants to be near His people. 

Lesson Time: 
Introduction: What is the biggest thing you’ve ever built? How long do you think it took for you 
to complete it? What materials did you use to build it? How long do you think it would take for 
you to build the house that you live in?

Share: In today’s Bible story, we’re going to learn about a major building project that the people 
of Israel undertook. As we learned a couple of sessions ago, King David had died and now his son 
Solomon was the King over Israel. When David was alive, God had given him a vision of the house 
that would be built for God. God also shared that David would not be the one to build it. Rather 
it would be Solomon, David’s son, who would build this house for God. An important truth that 
we learn from this story is that God wants to be near His people.

Read: I Chronicles 17:1-15 

Ask: What do you think it felt like for David to be told that he would not be the one to build the 
house for God? Do you think David felt disappointed? Do you think he felt happy? Explain your 
thoughts?

Share: The house that King Solomon built for God was called the Temple. It was very important 
to the people of Israel. To them, it was the place where they met with God. Let’s learn about this 
unique and important building.

Read: I Kings 6:1-3; I Kings 6:14-15; I Kings 6:20-22 

Ask: What are some things you notice about the temple that Solomon built for God? Do you 
know what a cubit is?  How big is a cubit? A cubit is about a foot and a half, typically it was the 
measurement between an adult elbow and tip of their longest finger.

Activity: Measuring in Cubits

You will need: a piece of paper and a pencil or pen, a tape measure or your arm

Instructions: To give us a better sense of the size of the temple, let’s measure some things in cubits. 
On a piece of paper let’s write down four or five large things that we can measure out in cubits. 
Then let’s compare the sizes of those things to some of the descriptions of the Temple in I Kings 6. 

* For Parents to read to themselves.
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Ask: Why do you think all the details, including the measurements, of the Temple are included in 
the Bible? Reading things like this might feel a little bit boring, unless you’re really into building 
projects. What does the inclusion of this information tell us about the importance of the Temple 
to God’s people?

Watch: Let’s take a video tour to help us imagine what it would have been like to experience 
the Temple in person. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y2tha7ogpec 

Ask: Now, let’s think about this from a different angle. The people of Israel built the Temple 
as a house for God. It was meant to serve as a place where they could connect with God and 
remember some of the very important things about their relationship with Him. Based on 
what you know about God, can God really be contained inside a space the size of the Temple?  
What do you think?

Share: Let’s look at one other thing that God says to Solomon while the Temple is being built. 
God’s words to Solomon give us some clues on how God thought about His relationship with His 
people and how He viewed the role of the Temple.

Read: I Kings 6:11-13

Ask: What do you observe in God’s words to Solomon?

Share: God’s greatest concern was not about having a house built for Him. God is present 
everywhere and cannot be contained in a small space made by man. What God wants, is to be 
near His people. What God wants is a real relationship with those who love Him. If anything, 
the Temple was meant to be a visual reminder to God’s people that He wants to be near them 
because He loves them.

Ask: What are some visual reminders you can think of that remind you of God’s love for you and 
His desire to be near you?

Close in Prayer
*As an added bonus you may enjoy watching this video by The Bible Project: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wTnq6I3vUbU
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