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We are a community of Jesus followers who love God, love one another and make disciples.
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Lesson 3: Romans—Heirs with Christ 
Scripture Reference: Romans 8:14-17 
Today’s Big Idea: Our faith in Jesus brings us into God’s family forever! 

Lesson Time: 
We’ve been learning from Paul’s letter called Romans. Last week, we learned that our faith in Jesus 
makes us whole! Today, we’ll learn another truth from Paul’s letter to the Church in Rome. What 
does it mean to be adopted? What do you think it means to the child who is adopted by a family 
that loves and cares for them? 

Let’s listen to the story of a family that chose to open up their hearts by adopting several children 
from China: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U_J7czYpDMc  

What did you think of the Anderson’s story? What did the parents say they had learned about 
their relationship with God by being adoptive parents? In today’s passage from Romans we’ll 
learn that we have been adopted into God’s family through our faith in Jesus! 

Read: Have the kids find Romans 8 in their Bibles and encourage them to follow along as you 
read Romans 8:14-17.

Ask: Paul says that we are children of God. What do you think that means? When Paul writes, 
“those who are led by the Spirit of God,” he is talking about people who trust in Jesus. So according 
to Paul, anyone who believes in Jesus and follows Him is a child of God. What do you think about 
that? How does that make you feel? What does this say to you about God and His love for you? 
Paul also wrote that because we are God’s children we are heirs of God’s glory! This means that 
we have the promise that we will live with God forever.

Activity: Part of a Family 

You will need: Some old family photos or family heirlooms. 

Introduce: Being a part of a family is an important part of our lives. Sometimes our families have 
gone through hard times. The ones who are near us and who love us are our family and they 
are a gift. Share with your child(ren) some old family photos or heirlooms and tell them about 
the events in the photo or the significance of the heirloom. Allow some time for them to ask 
questions about their ancestors.

Share: There are things our families hand down to us. Sometimes those things are physical objects 
like a photo or an heirloom. Sometimes what our families hand down to us are certain qualities 
and characteristics. Some families are very hard workers, some are very artistic, some families are 
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very musical, others may love the outdoors. Talk together about some of the qualities that you 
have inherited from previous generations of your family. 

Ask: How is being a part of God’s family similar to being a part of our human family? How is it 
different? What are some of the things we inherit as members of God’s family? 

Ask:We have this amazing gift of eternity with God through our faith in Jesus. But what do you 
think it looks like for you and me to live as children of God right now? It may help to begin with 
a few examples of your own. Here are some thoughts: being generous because God has been 
generous to us; being patient with others because God has shown great patience to us; serving 
others because that is how Jesus lived His life. How did the Anderson family, whose story we 
heard earlier, choose to live as children of God?

Close in Prayer
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