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We are a community of Jesus followers who love God, love one another and make disciples.
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Lesson 5— The Life of Jesus: Jesus Calls Peter
Scripture Reference: Matthew 4:18-22 
Today’s Big Idea: Jesus calls us to follow Him just like He called Peter. 

Lesson Time: 
Has anyone ever given you a nickname? Would you be willing to share? How would you feel if 
someone you didn’t know gave you a nickname? How would you feel if that person was Jesus? 

In today’s Bible story, we’re going to hear about the beginning of a great friendship between 
Jesus and a man He nicknamed “Peter”. Peter was one of Jesus’ disciples. That means that Jesus was 
not only Peter’s friend, but Jesus was also Peter’s teacher. 

A disciple was a bit different than a regular student. When you go to school and the school day 
is all over what happens? The bell rings, you go home. Does your teacher come home with you? 
Would that be weird if they did? 

In Jesus’ time, a disciple and their rabbi, like Jesus, spent all their time together. They didn’t have a 
classroom like the one you might go to. They ate meals together, they traveled to different towns 
together, they probably even camped out under the stars together. 

Let’s hear about the first time that Jesus met Peter, it is a remarkable story! 

Watch: Jesus Calls Peter 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EhIwTU9RbxY&t=111s 

Share: Peter was excited when his brother Andrew told him the news that he had met the Christ. 
This word, “The Christ”, was a title used to describe the person who would be the savior of God’s 
people. Jesus was sent to save! Do you remember something a little strange that Jesus said to 
Peter near the end of the video? Come follow me and I will teach you to fish for people.

Ask: Have you ever been fishing before? What are some good things to know if you want to 
catch a fish? Do you have to go somewhere special to catch a fish? Do you think it’s kind of strange 
that Jesus told Peter He would teach Him how to fish for people? What do you think Jesus meant? 
You could get some real interesting responses here. Maybe Jesus was telling Peter that He was 
going to show Him how to bring people in to trust in Jesus. If you think about it, when Jesus called 
Peter to follow Him, Jesus was fishing for Peter. Let’s think about some of the ways that Jesus might 
want to teach us how to fish for people.

* For Parents to read to themselves.
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Activity: Fishing for People 

You will need: magnetic fishing poles, several cardstock fish.

How to Play: Designate a circular area in the room about five feet across. Spread out the 
cardstock fish so that they are face up. Instruct the kids that they are going to have a chance 
to catch a fish using a fishing rod made of dowel, rope, and a magnet. On the backside of the 
fish will be a word like: neighbor; classmate; family member; friend; etc. When they catch a 
fish, their task is to come up with a way that they can show God’s love to someone they know 
who fits into that category. 

Introduce: There are a lot of different people that you pass by in your life. Some of them are 
close to you and some are a little further out. But they all have one thing in common. Jesus loves 
them, and He wants them to know Him. We’re going to do some fishing for people. When I give 
you the pole, I want you to catch a fish. On the underside of that fish is a word that might describe 
someone you know. Think about that person and think about some of the ways that you could 
help them to see that Jesus loves them.

Ask: In our story today, we saw that Jesus called disciples, like Peter, to follow Him. Do you think 
that Jesus still calls people, like you and me, to be His disciples? One of the ways we follow Him is 
to fish for people. Jesus fished for people. He intentionally looked for ways to love them and to 
share God’s message of Hope with them. When Jesus “caught” people, they joined Him and they 
too began to fish for people. If Jesus has “caught” you then you too can be a fisher of people. Let’s 
look for opportunities this week to love other people in the way of Jesus. Let’s be fishers of men! 

Close in Prayer:

1.

2. 3.
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