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We are a community of Jesus followers who love God, love one another and make disciples.
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Lesson 6: The Life of Jesus: Jesus Calls Matthew 
Scripture Reference: Luke 5:27-32  
Today’s Big Idea: Jesus invites imperfect people to follow Him.

Lesson Time: 
Ask: Has there ever been a time when you’ve gotten hurt? Talk about what happened?  
Who helped you? What did they do to take care of you? 

Share: There are a lot of different ways that people can get hurt. Sometimes our bodies get hurt, 
like in the stories you just shared. Sometimes the hurt is deeper. We can be hurt on the inside. 
That may happen because of the way others treat us. It may also happen because of the decisions 
that we make. In today’s story, we’re going to learn about a man named Matthew. Matthew was 
a follower of Jesus. Before Matthew began following Jesus, he made some hurtful decisions.  
His decisions hurt others and they hurt him too.

Watch: Jesus Calls Matthew 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xgy6TWuUkK0

Ask: What happened in our video? What did the Pharisees and religious teachers say to Jesus when 
they found Him eating a meal with the tax collectors? Why do you think they said those things? 

Read: Luke 5:31-3
Share:When Jesus spoke these words, He was explaining that He had come to help hurt people 
to be made well again. Sometimes Jesus healed people whose bodies were broken. Other times, 
Jesus healed people on the inside.

Ask: When you feel hurt on the inside what are some things that help you? There are a lot of 
different things that can hurt us on the inside. Maybe someone says something mean to you and 
you feel angry or sad about what they’ve said. Maybe you did something to someone else and 
you feel ashamed or regretful about what you’ve done. Can you think of other examples of things 
that hurt us on the inside?

Play: Doctor Tag

How to Play: You may need the whole family for this one. Define an area of play. If the weather is 
nice you may want to play outside on the lawn. One person will be Dr. Jesus, another will be the 
Infector. When the game begins, anyone who is tagged by the Infector must freeze and pretend 
to be ill. Dr. Jesus comes to help the sick by grabbing their hands and “healing” them. Dr. Jesus 
cannot be tagged. Dr. Jesus can freeze the infector by tagging them. The infector must then count 

* For Parents to read to themselves.
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to five before they begin tagging again. Play ends when all players are infected, all are freed,  
or when a few minutes have passed, whichever comes first. Play several rounds allowing others 
the opportunity to be Dr. Jesus or the Infector.

Debrief: In our game, what did the person pretending to be Jesus do? How do you think Jesus 
heals us on the inside? 

Share: Matthew needed Jesus. He had made decisions that brought hurt into his life. Many people 
didn’t like, or trust, Matthew because he worked for the Romans as a tax collector. Often, tax 
collectors would trick people out of their money. Jesus showed Matthew love by inviting Matthew 
to be His disciple. This is one of the great ways that Jesus heals people. Jesus invites anyone,  
no matter what they’ve done, into a relationship with Him. That’s a big deal for someone whose 
actions have caused a lot of people to dislike them.

Ask: Do you think it is surprising that Jesus would invite someone who had made the mistakes 
Matthew made to follow Him? What does this teach us about Jesus? Sometimes, there are people 
we don’t like. Maybe they are a bit rude, unkind, or grumpy. Matthew’s story teaches us that Jesus 
loves all people and wants everyone to follow Him. 

Close in Prayer
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