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We are a community of Jesus followers who love God, love one another and make disciples.
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Lesson 2: The Life of Jesus—Jesus Grows Up 
Scripture Reference: Luke 2:52 
Today’s Big Idea: God used Jesus’ time growing up to prepare Jesus to be the 
savior of the world. 

Lesson Time: 
Say: What do you want to be when you grow up? What are some of the things you think you’ll 
need to learn to do that job?

Have you ever thought about Jesus as a kid? What do you think He was like? How do you think 
He spent His time? Jesus lived for thirty years before He began His ministry of teaching and 
healing. Thirty years is a long time isn’t it? When you’re 30 what are some of the things that you 
think you’ll be able to do that you don’t know how to do right now? 

Watch: Jesus Growing Up 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=irTmdgAOPfA  

Ask: What were some of the things Jesus experienced while He was growing up? 

Just like in our families, Jesus’ family had traditions that they practiced? Share some of your own 
family traditions if you’d like. What are some traditions that your family celebrates? 

Jesus learned from His parents, His dad taught Him how to be a carpenter. Share some of the 
things you learned from your parents and how that has helped you. What are some of the skills 
that you have learned from your parents? How do you think those skills might help you when 
you’re older? 

Create: Build a Bridge 

You will need: Straws, clear tape (one roll per group), strips of cardboard (4” x 12”), matchbox 
cars (one for each group) 

How to Play: Split the kids up into groups of three. Each group will have the task of building a 
bridge using the above materials. Using the classroom tables, create a gap that the bridge will 
need to cross. Depending on your sense of the skill level in the classroom you can make that gap 
larger or smaller. When the bridges are complete each group should be able to drive a matchbox 
car over the gap.

Debrief: Did you enjoy creating your bridge? What would you have done differently if you had 
the opportunity to build again? How did you come up with the ideas that you used to construct 
it? Where did you learn the skills that helped you complete this task? Do you think it takes time 
for engineers to learn the necessary skills to build a real bridge? Why is that important? 
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Ask: Sometimes we like to think we know all about something when we really haven’t taken the 
time to understand it. Has that ever happened with you? When we think about Jesus growing up 
we learn how important it is to take time to prepare ourselves for what God wants to do in our 
lives. Even Jesus took the time to prepare Himself before His ministry began. Let’s look at two 
passages from the Bible that remind us how important it is to learn. 

Read: Invite kids to find the book of Psalm in their Bibles. No rush here, give them the time 
they need to look it up on their own. When they’ve found Psalm have them locate chapter 25.  
First, I’m going to read Psalm 25:5: 

Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day 
long.- Psalm 25:5 

Next have the kids look up Psalm 32 and then follow along as you read Psalm 32:8.

I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my loving eye 
on you.- Psalm 32:8 

Ask: What are some of the ways God guides and teaches us? What are some of the things that 
you do that help you to learn from God? Both passages remind us that God has a certain direction 
in mind for us. God has hopes and dreams for your life! What are some of the things that you 
think God may want to do through you in your life? Take some time to help kids understand this 
question. It may help to give some examples. You could share with them that being a Sunday 
School teacher is something that God wanted to do through you. Maybe someday they’ll have 
the opportunity to be a Sunday School teacher too. Try to spur some creative ideas of ways that 
God might want to work through their lives in both the near, and the far, future.

Close in Prayer
2. 3.
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