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SUNDAY WORSHIP                                     

IN THE SANCTUARY 

9:30-10:10 Adult Formation                   

Every 2nd & 4th Sunday - Youth C.F. 

10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist Rite 2                 

Year A & Children’s Church     

Live-streamed on Facebook ,YouTube 

Father Dave’s Corner 

 

The Witness 

May 2026 issue St. Margaret’s Episcopal  Church, Boiling Springs, SC 

Dear St. Margaret’s Community,                                

For most of May we will continue celebrating the Resurrection in what 

Church tradition calls the Great Fifty Days of Easter.  Scripture lessons 

and the prayers during Easter worship challenge us to recognize the 

reality that the Resurrection is more than a one-time miraculous event 

that happened to one person a long time ago. It’s more than a promise 

that we, too, can hope for resurrection when our earthly life is done.  

Easter season calls us to see the ways we participate in Christ’s risen 

life here and now.  When St. Paul says  “Christ was raised from the 

dead…so we also might walk in newness of life (Romans 6:4),” he 

means newness that begins in this life.  A new capacity for hope; a new 

strength for living in a world that’s still afflicted by evil and death be-

cause we know neither evil nor death has final dominion over us.  As 

Bible scholar Douglas Campbell has written, “Christians have already 

been resurrected.” But for resurrection to become part of our daily life 

we need to experience it as something more than words on a page or an 

idea we carry in our heads.  The reality of the risen Christ needs to stir 

us in heart, body and soul.  

In the remaining weeks of Easter Season we are going to experiment 

with new ways of encountering the risen Christ in how we practice 

prayer and worship.  Wednesday evenings in May we will be offering a 

Eucharist for Wholeness and Healing.  It’s a liturgy used by the Church 

of England that recognizes the restoration of physical wholeness is not 

the only way Christ meets our human need. Prayers for healing can 

also restore wholeness of mind and spirit by opening us to the work of 

the Holy Spirit in bringing the reality of Jesus’ resurrection into our 

lives.    

And on Thursday evenings beginning May 7th and continuing through 

June 11th we will be offering a class about the foundations of our Chris-

tian faith and our Episcopal way of worship.  It’s open to anyone who 

wants to learn more about what we believe, why we trust in it, and why 

we do what we do when we come together for worship.  It will also 

provide the necessary preparation for anyone wanting to be baptized, 

confirmed, or received into the Episcopal Church when Bishop Rich-

ards visits St. Margaret’s in August. 

The Eucharist for Wholeness and Healing will be offered Wednesdays 

at 6pm.  The Foundations class will be Thursdays at 7pm.  Choose the 

offering speaks to your heart, and may it be a blessing.                                                                          

                                                              

      Fr. Dave Rodrick 

He is Risen!!! 

The Sunday Gospel Readings for May 2026 

May 3 - 5 Easter - John 14:1-14 

May 10 - 6 Easter - John 14:15-21 

May 17 - 7 Easter - John 17:1-11 

May 24 - Day of Pentecost - John 20:19-23 or                               

John 7:37-39 

May 31 - Trinity Sunday - Matthew 28:16-20 

The Holy Day Gospel Readings for May 2024 

May 1 - Saints Phillip & James, Apostles -                               

John 14:6-14 

May 14 - Ascension Day - Luke 24:44-53 

May 24 - The Vigil of Pentecost - John 7:37-39a 
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From The Deacon’s Den  

I thought I’d change my direction in the article for the newsletter, and let you all know a bit 
about my “doings.” On May 5, I am having a loop recorder inserted under my skin right above 
my heart.  This monitor is similar to those worn outside, but I don’t have to do anything for it 
to record information that my doctor may need to know.  The battery lasts for three years, and 
hopefully, some explanation for the passing out episode on Palm Sunday will be made clearer.  
Again, I want to thank all of you for your help that morning, and I am so sorry you had your 
worship service disrupted by my health issues.  [Editor’s note - the procedure went well!] 

Next, I want you all to know that Michael and I are leaving on May 23 for a trip to Europe.  We will be gone three 
and a half weeks taking a Viking River Cruise on The Danube and extending the trip with three nights in Prague.  
After that, we will fly to London where we will travel around a bit taking in a retreat at The Northumbria Commu-
nity, sightseeing in Durham, Edinburgh, and back to London.  We even have tickets to a play at The Globe Theatre 
right before we leave!  I’ll do my best to post photos on the St. Margaret’s Community page, so keep an eye out! 

Finally, our Celtic Christianity class at Mocha’s Mug on Tuesdays at 11:00 is going strong.  We have anywhere from 
twelve to eighteen participants, and we have been learning about the Celts and their Saints.  Please join us if you feel 
so led.  We have a great time talking, drinking coffee (or tea, Ann) and sampling their goodies.  My go-to is the cran-
berry-orange bread when they have it. 

I hope your Easter celebration continues to be blessed. I keep you in my prayers always.   Deacon Janet 

Your Vestry Member of the Month - Brenna Bedenbaugh, Liturgy Liaison 

I am honored to serve on the Vestry here at St. Margaret’s.  My wife, Cindy Bell, and I came 

to St. Margaret’s March 6, 2022.   

My life story is very complex so I’m going to try my best to sum it up for this article. I grew 

up in the small town of Gaffney, SC, and most of my life was of the Southern Baptist 

faith.  It was filled with CONDITIONAL love both inside and outside of the church.  For 10 

years before I found St. Margaret’s, I had not given up on God but I had given up on His church.  Cindy’s sis-

ter Becky Bagwell had been begging us to go hear Father Dave Roderick.  We shrugged her off for about a 

year until one day Cindy asked me if I would like to go visit St. Margaret’s on my birthday and I said “Sure”.  

Once we entered the doors that Sunday, I was greeted with an overwhelming sense of UNCONDITIONAL 

love.  The Holy Spirit was so present and the congregation’s welcome towards us truly put us at peace.  Then 

Father Dave spoke and I knew we had finally found our church.  For the first time in my life I felt whole and 

loved in the eyes of God. Which is something I always craved.  This church loves people.  There are no                    

labels.  We are all seen the way Christ sees us.  To me that is the true church.  Thank you St. Margaret’s for 

being a part of my journey to healing!  Love, Brenna 

[Each month a different Vestry-person will be highlighted on this page.  Also, many of them will be the Readers for your                            

Prayers of the People.] 
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Readings for Sundays May 2026 (Lectionary Year A)  

May 3 - 5th Sunday of Easter - Acts 7:66-60; Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; 1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-4 

May 10 - 6th Sunday of Easter (Rogation Sunday) - Acts 17:22-31; Psalm 66”7-18; 1 Peter 3:13-22; John 14:15-21 

May 14 - Ascension Day - Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47 or 93; Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53 

May 17 - 7th Sunday of Easter:  The Sunday after the Ascension - Acts 1:6-14; Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36; 1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11; 

 John 17:1-11 

May 24 - Day of Pentecost - Acts 2:1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30; Psalm 104:25-35, 37; 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 or Acts 2:1-21; 

 John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-39 

May 31 - Trinity Sunday - Genesis 1:1-2:4a; Psalm 8 or Canticle 2 or Canticle 13; 2 Corinthians 13:11-13; Matthew 28:16-20 

      

    Readings for Feast Days May 2026 (Lectionary Year A)                     

May 1 - The Feast Day of Sts. Philip and James - Isaiah 30:18-21; Psalm 119:33-40; 2 Corinthians 14:1-6; John 14:6-14 

May 24 - Day of Pentecost Vigil - Genesis 11:1-9 or Exodus 19:1-9a, 16-20a, 20:18-20 or Ezekiel 37:1-4 or Joel 2:28-32;  

 Psalm 33:12-22 or Canticle 2 or Canticle 13 or Psalm 130 or Canticle 9 or Psalm 104:25-32; Acts 2:1-11 or Romans 

 8:14-17, 22-27; John 7:37-39a 

May Feast Day and the Liturgical Seasons of Eastertide, Sunday of Pentecost, and Ordinary Time 
                                                     

Liturgical holy days using white hangings are seasons and feasts of immense joy and triumph, symbolizing               

purity, glory, and the light of Christ.  These colors are specifically used  during the high seasons 

of Christmas and Easter, as well as on other major feasts that celebrate events in the life of Jesus, such as                   

Advent, the Epiphany, and the Transfiguration.  

The colors of the Liturgical Season of Eastertide are White or Gold 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FEAST DAY OF THE APOSTLES SAINT PHILIP AND SAINT JAMES     

MAY 1 (RED) 

St. Philip and St. James the Less are traditionally celebrated together in the            

liturgical calendar on May 1st, reflecting their shared importance among the 

twelve apostles.  St. Philip, originally from Bethsaida, is often remembered for 

his direct role in recruiting Nathanael and for asking Jesus to "show us the Fa-

ther" during the Last Supper.  St. James the Less, often identified as the son of 

Alphaeus, is frequently distinguished from St. James the Greater by his name, 

which may refer to his younger age or shorter stature.  James is widely regarded 

as a significant leader in the early church in Jerusalem and is traditionally cred-

ited with writing the Epistle of James.  While Philip is believed to have 

preached in Greece and Asia Minor,  James is celebrated for his steadfastness 

and eventual martyrdom in Jerusalem.  

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not                           
perish but may have eternal life.   John 3:16 NRSV 

Do you like to solve puzzles?  Sit down with a good book?  Well, you are in luck!!! 

In the hutch by the Choir Room are jigsaw puzzles, books, and CDs!   Just put your name on 

the sign out sheet and take your chosen item(s) home to enjoy on a rainy day!!! 
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DAUGHTERS OF THE KING (DOK) 
SISTERS OF THE PEARL CHAPTER 

 

Interested in joining us??? We hope to start the 4 – 6 week study for new                      

members by the end of June. 

The Order of the Daughters of the King® is an order for women of                  

several faiths around the world whose mission is to  undertake a Rule of Life that                      

includes daily prayer and service to the clergy and congregation. 

Reaffirming the promises made at Baptism and Confirmation, a Daughter pledges herself to a life-long program of prayer, 

service and evangelism.  She receives support in this commitment from a worldwide community of like-minded women. 

Current members of the Sisters of the Pearl Chapter of DOK are: Kim Corners, Kay DePalma, Rita Long, Karen Michelin,                            

Cynde Payne, Beth Richardson, Carole Rowell & Brenda Vinson. Deacon Janet Atkins is our Chaplain. 

We had a wonderful turnout at our breakfast on Saturday, April 11th -  17 won-
derfully supportive, lively ladies.  We discussed several projects that we have 
agreed to work on.   

1.  We will continue to work with the Children's Advocacy Center.   

2.  We will make a contribution to P.S. I Love You, an organization that works 
with foster children and families and their needs. 

    3.  We have made a contribution to Cherish Life, a non-profit organization that assists unwed expectant mothers. 

We are always open to hearing your thoughts about ways in which we can help our community and our church.  
Our next breakfast meeting will be held on Saturday, May 9th at Peach Blossom at 9 a.m.  See you there! 

Peggy Finley, ECW Coordinator 

                                             From Your Senior Warden - Carole Rowell                                         
Continuing with more thoughts on the Holy Spirit: 

Pentecost, which we will celebrate on May 24th, is when The Church be-

gan!!! The disciples were huddled in the Upper Room – anxious and afraid 

– when a sudden wind blew into the room and tongues of fire were above 

each of their heads signifying the Holy Spirit was with them. They were all 

changed into the people that Jesus wanted them to be. 

There are many names for the Holy Spirit – many years ago I remember 

saying “Holy Ghost.” More common names are Holy Breath of God (God “breathed” into Adam to give him life); 

Advocate or Paraclete; Consoler, especially during times of grief; Wild Goose – this is an old Celtic image. When 

you were Baptized and again when you were Confirmed, you received the Gifts of the Holy Spirit.  But the Grace 

of those experiences goes dormant. That’s why in last month’s message I urged you to “Stir up” that Spirit within 

you. 

As you look at the stained glass image of the Dove, another name for the Holy Spirit, share a smile with someone near 

you. Since it comes from within you, you may stir up that Spirit within you and them!!! 

                  Carole Rowell, Senior Warden 
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SUNDAY, May 31st after church - Bubba’s Bar-B-Q lunch in the Pavilion 

after church!!!  A sign-up sheet for side items will be provided soon. 

SATURDAY, June 6th from 1-4 pm - Summer Fun Fest is coming back!  3 

inflatables, 3 food trucks (Ice Cream Barn, Taco Truck, & A Little 

Squeeze of Paradise Lemonade Truck); DOK Prayer tent, face painting, 

games for kids of all ages, and much more!  More to come! 

FUTURE EVENTS - After Church on one Sunday in June, July, & August we will have a covered dish 

meal in the Pavilion.  Time for Fellowship, Food, and Fun!!! 

Hospitality Team members are: Susan Lancaster, Suzanne Landsverk, Betty McAbee, Janice Ownbey, Cynde 

Payne, Carole Rowell, Michelle Smith 

Liturgy Ministry - Brenna Bedenbaugh    Altar Flowers - $25     Eternity Candle - $5                                                                                                                                        

We are in the midst of Eastertide - the period of 50 days, spanning from Easter Sunday 

to Pentecost Sunday.  It is celebrated as a single joyful feast, called the "great Lord's 

Day".  Each Sunday of the season is treated as a Sunday of Easter.  In our Anglican tradi-

tion, Easter Sunday is the first Sunday of Eastertide and the following Sunday (Low Sun-

day) is the second Sunday of Eastertide and so on for six Sundays.  The Liturgical colors are 

gold or white.   

We have only one Feast Day (see page 3 of this Newsletter) this month on May 1st (and the color is Red) - The Feast Day 

of St. Philip and St. James, Apostles.  On May 14, we will celebrate Ascension Day - the Christian holiday that commemo-

rates Jesus Christ's bodily ascension into heaven, 40 days after his resurrection on Easter Sunday.  It's also known as the 

Feast of the Ascension or, sometimes, Holy Thursday because it always falls on a Thursday.  In the Episcopal Church this 

is a major Religious Holiday, and the color is white.  Then, on May 24, we will celebrate the “Birthday of the Church” -             

Pentecost, and the color for this day is Red!  So wear your finest red clothes and join in the celebration!  Then we will contin-

ue the Season after Pentecost - which is called Ordinary Time.  May 25th begins this continuation with the 7th week of 

Ordinary Time (weeks 1-6 were in January and February after The Epiphany).  The month of May ends with the First 

Sunday after Pentecost - Trinity Sunday (the color is white).  Then we are back to green for thirty more Sundays!               

Happy May!                   Be the Light!!  Brenna 

 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN (ECW) 

UTO Spring Ingathering – May 31, 2026 

The collection for the United Thank Offering (UTO) will be held on Sunday, 

May 31, 2026.  This collection is used to fund domestic and international 

grants that directly impact the lives of women and children by addressing 

compelling human needs.  There are UTO envelopes and “Blue Boxes” in a 

basket in the Connector.  You can fill the “Blue Box” with your “Thank Offering”, or you can write a check 

made out to St. Margaret’s and note “UTO” on the memo line and put in one of the envelopes.  The focus of 

this project is to drop coins/bills in the “Blue Box” whenever you have something that you are thankful for.  

This is a good project to have children included in so that they can show their thanks. You can return the “Blue 

Box” or your envelope to the basket any time before the end of the event. If you have any questions, please call 

Carole Rowell at 704 516-2312. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pentecost
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Contact Phone Numbers 

Rev. Dave Rodrick  864-266-7438 

Senior Warden Carole Rowell  704-516-2312 

Junior Warden David Grayshock  864-921-5372 

Grace Keller  803-606-4767 

Church Office  864-578-3238  

The deadline for the next newsletter: 
May 23rd. 

The deadline for the weekly bulletin: 
Wednesdays 

The church calendar will be included 
in the newsletter each month. 

  Prayer for May and the Season of  Easter 

Jesus, our way, our truth, and our life:  As the gift of  this new day 
unfolds, open our hearts and minds to you, that we may see you 
clearly and follow where you lead;  to you, risen Savior, we offer 

praise, now and always.  Amen.  

Parish Prayer List 

For those in our prayers - Grant Moss and Family, Julie Fox, Brian Moss, Pam Lapish, Justin Bull-

ock, Rev. Al Hipp, Dorothy Crite, Nanci Shrout, Roland & Diane Royal, Rick Cutler, Kay Moore, 

Jimmie Hord, Nancy Morrell and family, Raymond Radleigh, Laina Corn, Janet, Adrienne Fowler, 

Rick and Kristie Marshall and Family, Madelynn LoConte, Roxie Hunter Young and Family, Sylvia, John Kolinchak, J. T. Mor-

gan, Matt Alexander,  Suzanne White, Ronnie & Penny Melton, Angie Lowe, Catherine Durrah, Paula Lively & her sister Shei-

la, Jean Michelin, Sandy Huggins, Diane & Al Chulick, Sally Price, Clint Schaum, Ed Medford, Monica Horne, Jennifer Broad-

way, Dennis Sentell, Lawson, Jamie Z, Linda Sentell. 

For those serving in the armed forces - Megan, Matt, Jesse, Arthur, Dustin Z.         

The Vestry Minutes are posted on the Bulletin Board by the kitchen each month! 
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Worship Team Schedule for May 2026 

Links to keep St. Margaret’s connected: 

Website:  https://

stmargaretsepiscopal.org  

YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/

watchv=RoYcQtcHjjs  

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/smecbs/  

Episcopal Diocese of Upper 

South Carolina:                                   

https://www.edusc.org/  

The Lectionary Page:                                                                 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/  

The Book Of Common Prayer:                                                    

https://www.bcponline.org/  

Church email:  grace.keller@stmargaretsepiscopal.org 

Church Mailing Address: P.O. Box 160024                                                   
Boiling Springs SC 29316 
Location:  4180 Highway 9                                            

INFORMATION PAGE 

Mike Meketa   5/02 

Brenda Vinson  5/08 

Linda Tabor   5/15 

Ellis Belknap   5/19 

Samantha Loving  5/20 

John Lively   5/22 

Toy Smith   5/25 

Patricia Lee   5/26 

 

Happy birthday to you! 

Happy birthday to you! 

Happy birthday God’s children! 

Happy birthday to you! May 3 - 5 Easter - Holy Eucharist Rite II Year A -                                                               

C/C - Dewey Michelin    2nd - Karen Michelin  Altar - Brenna Bedenbaugh 

Lectors - Rita Long, Paul Hines Greeters - Brenna B., Cindy Bell 

Ushers - Scott & Cindy Collins  TT - David Grayshock 

Tellers - Richard Alexander, Jim McAbee  EV/PC - Becky W., Diane M. 

CC #1 - Diane Meketa  Prayer Leader - Michelle Smith 
                     

May 10 - 6 Easter - Holy Eucharist Rite II Year A                                                 

C/C - Becky Weisner 2nd - Carole Rowell     Altar - Will Hawkins 

Lectors - Adam Carter, Will Hawkins  Greeters - Stan & Cynde Payne 

Ushers - Diane Meketa, Michelle Smith       TT - Larry Owens                               

Tellers - Jim McAbee, Dave Collins        EV/PC - No Visitation this Sunday 

CC # 2 - Rita Long, Janice Ownbey         Prayer Leader - Carole Rowell  

May 17 - 7 Easter- Holy Eucharist Rite II Year A -                                                       

C/C - Becky Weisner 2nd - Beth Richardson Altar - Beth Richarson 

Lectors - Scott Collins, Glynda Todd            Ushers - Stan & Cynde Payne 

Greeters - David Grayshock, Debbie Bullock TT - Paul Hines                                 

Tellers - Patricia Lee, Susan Lancaster                       EV/PC - No Visitation 

CC # 3 - Melissa Woolen, Diane Meketa             Prayer Leader - David G.             

May 24 - Pentecost - Holy Eucharist Rite II Year A -                                                        

C/C - Will Hawkins 2nd - Sharon Landon Altar - Sharon Landon     

Lectors - Ann Diem, Michelle Smith  TT - Cindy Collins                                                                 

Greeters - Dewey & Karen Michelin    Ushers - Rickey & Christel Gilbert                                   

Tellers - Dave Collins, Richard Alexander   EV/PC - No Visitations today                

CC # 4 - April Alexander, Brenna Bedenbaugh   Prayer Leader - Rita Long 

May 31 - Trinity Sunday - Holy Eucharist Rite II Year A                                                     

C/C - Beth Richardson 2nd - Becky Weisner Altar - Karen Michelin         

L - Dick & Kathy Locke   G - Phil & Connie Ledesma  PL - Carole Rowell     

U - Ann Diem, Rita Long    Tellers - Jim McAbee, Patricia Lee                                   

TT - David Grayshock   CC (#5) - TBD     EV/PC - No Visitation today 

 

 

 

Charlie & Charla Hopkins  5/25     (41) 

https://stmargaretsonline.com/
https://stmargaretsonline.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RoYcQtcHjjs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RoYcQtcHjjs
https://www.facebook.com/smecbs/
https://www.edusc.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/
https://www.bcponline.org/
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