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The Sunday Gospel Readings February 2026 

February 1 - 4 Epiphany - Matthew 5:1-12 

February 8 - 5 Epiphany - Matthew 5:13-20 

February 15 - Last Epiphany - Matthew 17:1-9 

February 22 - 1 Lent - Matthew 4:1-11 

The Holy Day Gospel Readings for February 2026 

February 2 - The Presentation - Luke 2:22-40 

February 18 - Ash Wednesday -                                         

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

February 24 - Feast Day of St. Matthias-                       

John 15:1, 6-16 

SUNDAY WORSHIP                                     

IN THE SANCTUARY 

9:30-10:10 Adult Formation 

10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist Rite 2                 

Year A & Children’s Church      

Live-streamed on Facebook and 

YouTube 

Father Dave’s Corner 
 

 

The Witness 

February 2026 issue St. Margaret’s Episcopal  Church, Boiling Springs, SC 

Dear St. Margaret’s Community,                                

The month of February is a time of transition in the church’s liturgi-

cal year.   As it begins, we are still in the season of Epiphany, with 

songs, lessons and prayers emphasizing a theme of Jesus as the light 

of the world.  Then we enter the season of Lent: Forty days of re-

flection and preparation leading up to Palm Sunday, Good Friday, 

and Easter Sunday.  Why forty?  The Israelites wandered in the wil-

derness for forty years before entering the land God had promised 

them.  Jesus spends forty days in the wilderness praying, fasting, 

and being tested by Satan before beginning his ministry.  And in the 

early years of the Church new converts would prepare for their East-

er baptism by forty days of prayer, penitence, and fasting.  What 

these have in common is a story of transition and transformation.  

Lent is our reminder that profound change rarely happens in a sud-

den blaze of light.  That may be the spark that starts the fire.  But if 

we want it to continue burning we have to put time and effort into 

tending it.   

During Lent we pay special attention to spiritual practices that sus-

tain us day by day throughout the year.  “Penitence” means facing 

into what we have done wrong, with regret but without despair or 

self-hate, and asking God’s help in bringing about a change of heart 

and direction.  “Fasting” usually means to abstain from food for a 

specified time for religious purposes.  But it can also mean choosing 

to give up something that is part of our usual daily routine and        

devoting that time and energy to praying, reading scripture, or any 

other practice bringing us closer to God.  None of this is about pun-

ishing ourselves.  It’s about shaking up the normal routines in order 

re-focus our attention on our daily walk with Jesus. When Lent           

begins on Ash Wednesday, let’s remember that it is not primarily a 

season of regret.  It is a season of renewal.                
                 Fr. Dave Rodrick 
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Senior Warden – Carole Rowell                                             

First I want to THANK Dewey Michelin for his leadership of Vestry as Senior Warden during most of 

my time here at St. Margaret’s.  His example and spirit will guide me over this 1st year in the Senior 

Warden position.   
 

I joined St. Margaret’s in July, 2021, after moving here from Denver, NC, where I lived for 41 years.  I 

moved to Boiling Springs after my husband, Bob, passed away in February, 2021, to be closer to my 

daughter and her family in Chesnee.  I grew up on the East Side of Cleveland, OH, and was raised   

Roman Catholic.  My husband & I joined the Episcopal Church in January, 1998.   I have 2 children & 4 grandchildren rang-

ing in age from 26 to 14.  I’m retired from 36 years in Healthcare - the first 18 years as a Medical Technologist, primarily 

in Microbiology, then 18 years in Medical Marketing progressing to Medical Office Management.  I then spent 5 years as 

the Church secretary at Denver United Methodist Church before fully retiring.  Besides loving the Church activities I’m 

involved in - Daughters of the King, Episcopal Church Women (ECW), Outreach, Worship Team, & Upstate Family Re-

source Center –  I also volunteer at Salvation Army, and am on my HOA Board at Sugar Ridge Commons.  I will rely on 

each one of you to walk with me – to share thoughts and concerns and celebrate our successes.                                                                  

                      Many Blessings to you - Carole 

Rev. Janet’s Corner  

Dear Friends - In our bible study, Grounds for Faith, that meets on Tuesdays at 11:00, we are           
currently reading A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle.  Considered a young adult novel, it is 
perhaps not a top go-to book for most adults who did not read the book in elementary or middle 
school.  And yet, it is a delightful novel that tells a wonderful tale as it explores profound truths 
about intercessory prayer, light and shadow, good and evil, conformity and individuality, and love. 
Oh, and yes, there is a movie based on the book. 
 

When I floated the idea of a book study connected with scripture, our group was very interested, but when they heard 
the title and realized the KIND of book they would be reading, they wondered how I could connect the plot to spiritual-
ity. Their friends and families also expressed doubt about the connections.  But in our last session, the conversation 
centered on intercessory prayer which we explored as “standing in the gap.”  We studied a passage from Ezekiel (22:31) 
where God is pleading through Ezekiel to find someone to stand in the gap of the wall so that the city of Jerusalem is 
not destroyed.  No one could be found and the walls fell, and the people of Judah were led off into exile in Babylon. 
 

In the novel, Meg and Charles Wallace’s dad, Mr. Murray, has disappeared.  He has journeyed through time to the 
planet Camazotz where he is being held by an evil dark being.  Because of Meg’s deep love for her dad, she seeks him 
and finds him with the help of several celestial beings.  It is that deep love that eventually saves The Murrays and brings 
them home.  In scripture, God’s deep love for his people allows them to return to their home, build up the walls of  
Jerusalem, construct a second Temple, and resume their worship in that Temple.  
 

There are other connections.  On the 10th, we will talk about the themes of light and dark.  If this sounds interesting to 
you, come and see.  The conversation, coffee, and treats are so worth it.  We’ll welcome you with open arms!                                        
                                

                   The Rev. Deacon Janet Atkins  
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February Holy Days and the Liturgical Season after The Epiphany, followed by the Season of Lent 
                                                     

Liturgical holy days using white hangings are seasons and feasts of immense joy and triumph, symbolizing               

purity, glory, and the light of Christ.  These colors are specifically used  during the high seasons 

of Christmas and Easter, as well as on other major feasts that celebrate events in the life of Jesus, such as                   

Advent, the Epiphany, and the Transfiguration.  

The Liturgical “Season” after The Epiphany is Ordinary Time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

IN THE TEMPLE - FEBRUARY 2 (WHITE) 

Forty days after His birth, Mary and Joseph brought the 

infant Jesus to the Temple in Jerusalem to fulfill the Mo-

saic requirements for ritual purification and the conse-

cration of a firstborn son.  While at the Temple, they en-

countered the devout Simeon and the prophetess Anna, 

both of whom recognized the child as the long-awaited 

Messiah and Savior of the world. Simeon famously pro-

claimed Jesus as a "light for revelation to the Gentiles" 

and the "glory of Israel," while also foretelling the future 

suffering of both the Child and His mother.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FEAST DAY OR ST. MATTHIAS THE APOSTLE 

FEBRUARY 24 (RED) 

The Feast of St. Matthias the Apostle commemorates the 

disciple chosen by the early Church to fill the vacancy 

left by Judas Iscariot, a selection made through 

the casting of lots as described in the Acts of the Apos-

tles. While Anglicans maintain the traditional celebra-

tion on February 24, the Roman Catholic Church moved 

the feast to May 14 in 1969 to place it outside of Lent and 

closer to the Ascension. The day honors his unique call-

ing as the only Apostle not chosen directly by Christ 

during His earthly ministry and celebrates his role as a 

faithful witness to the Resurrection.  

The Sisters of the Pearl Chapter of the Daughters of the King®                                  

February News 

Our Chapter will be hosting the Diocesan DOK Winter Board Meeting on Saturday, 

March 7, 2026, from 9AM to 2PM.  There will be approximately 25 women here at 

our Church for food, fellowship and finalizing plans for our Spring Retreat on April 18th at St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields 

Episcopal Church in Columbia, SC. 
 

The next scheduled Coffee Hour after Church hosted by DOK will be Sunday, March 29, 2026,  

in the Connector.  Coffee, juices and light refreshments will be provided by the DOK members. 
 

 

In the Connector there is a DOK bulletin board with Prayer Request cards that can be inserted into an envelope.  These pray-

ers are kept confidential and do not become a part of the Church Prayer List unless you let us know to do that. 

Current members of the Sisters of the Pearl Chapter of DOK are: Kim Corners, Kay DePalma,  

Rita Long, Karen Michelin, Cynde Payne, Beth Richardson, Carole Rowell & Brenda Vinson. 

Deacon Janet Atkins is our Chaplain. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matthias_the_Apostle
https://readingfortheglory.com/2025/02/24/the-feast-day-of-st-matthias-the-apostle/
https://missions.ewtn.com/seasonsandfeastdays/stmatthias/
https://missions.ewtn.com/seasonsandfeastdays/stmatthias/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-matthias/
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Liturgy Ministry - Brenna Bedenbaugh Altar Flowers $25      Eternity Candle $5                                                                                                           

It seems as though we have just changed from the liturgical color of Ordinary Time 

(Green) to the color of Lent - Purple.  Our hearts are full with our time of welcoming 

of God’s love to the world in the form of His Son ... and then our time of renewal! 

February will allow us two more weeks of preparation and study, before preparing our                      

hearts and minds for the Lenten Season, beginning February 18 - Ash Wednesday.  We will be continuing our Bible 

Study and Compline on Wednesday evenings with Fr. Dave at church, and the Tuesday mornings’ study of the novel 

“A Wrinkle in Time” at Mocha’s Mug with Deacon Janet.  (Check out our calendar on page 9.) 

The month of February has a High Holy Day (White) on the 2nd - The Presentation of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

Temple - and the Feast Day of St. Matthias (Red) on the 24th.  Please see page 3 for more information on these 

Holy Days. 

I hope to see you can join us on Sundays, Tuesdays, and/or Wednesdays this February! 

May our Lord find each of us where we are and guide us through our Ordinary Time and Lenten discipline. 

“For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world but to save the world through him.” John 3:17 - Thanks be to God! 

Our Newly-elected Vestry and Convention Delegates/Alternates 

Carole Rowell (1st year) - Senior Warden 

David Grayshock (1st year) - Junior Warden 

Brenna Bedenbaugh (1st year) - Liturgy 

Diane Meketa (3rd year) - Youth 

Richard Alexander (3rd year) - Stewardship 

Peggy Finley (appointed) - ECW, Clerk 

Michelle Smith (appointed) - Treasurer 

Marguerite Holm 

Betty McAbee 

Rita Long 

Convention Delegates - Carole Rowell, Diane Meketa, 

 Brenda Vinson, David Grayshock 

Convention Alternates - Tonya Ebenboeck, Julia 

 Ebenboeck, Jeffrey Morgan, Monica Hrushka 

This group of folks is an encouraging blend of longtime members and relative newcomers, bringing a mix of 

continuity and fresh perspectives.  Please support this new 2026 Vestry as it begins this year as the Leader-

ship of St. Margaret’s.  It is a humbling and gratifying job. 

With love and gratitude we applaud Ann Diem, Beth Richardson, and Kathy Locke for their service.  And we 

also give special thanks to Dewey Michelin and Rickey Gilbert...not for just serving out their current terms as 

Senior and Junior Warden, but for their many years of service to St. Margaret’s.  Off and on, Dewey has 

served a total of 16 years on the Vestry, 10 as Senior Warden.  Rickey has served a total of 20 years as Junior 

Warden.  Their caring leadership has played a large part in making St. Margaret’s the kind of community we 

are. 

“Almighty and everliving God, source of all wisdom and understanding, lead us through the coming year in the ways that will best 

strengthen the renewal and mission of St. Margaret’s.  Teach us in all things to seek first your honor and glory.  Guide us to                     

perceive what is right, and grant us both the courage to pursue it and the grace to accomplish it; through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
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Readings for February  2026 (Lectionary Year A)  

February 1 - 4 Epiphany - Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; Matthew 5:1-12 

February 2 - The Presentation - Malachi 3:1-4; Psalm 84; Hebrews 2:14-18; Luke 2:22-40 

February 8 - 5 Epiphany - Isaiah 58:1-12; Psalm 112:12-9; 1 Corinthians 2:1-12-16; Matthew 5:13-20 

February 15 - Last Sunday - Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm 2 or Psalm 99; 2 Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9 

February 18 - Ash Wednesday - Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58:1-12; Psalm 103; 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10; Matthew 6:1-6, 

 16-21 

February 22 - 1 Lent - Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7; Psalm 32; Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11 

February 24 - The Feast of St. Matthias - Acts 1:15-26; Psalm 15; Philippians 3:13b-21; John 15:1, 6-16 

The Hospitality Team at St. Margaret’s is proud to announce:                                                    
 

St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church is hosting 

      The Key of D 

A Musical Trio (vocals, violin, guitar, light percussion) playing                             

generational favorites & interacting with the audience.                                                  

Reception to follow.   

                                            

Saturday, February 21, 2026        2 – 4 PM 

 

 

 

 

Hospitality Team members are: Susan Lancaster,                                                               

Suzanne Landsverk, Betty McAbee, Janice Ownbey,                                                                                                    

Cynde Payne, Carole Rowell, Michelle Smith 

Save the date!!  March 14 - 6 pm                           

Sign up sheets in the Connector!         

$60 Oysters   $50 Fish Fry 

Tickets on sale NOW!!!                                           
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Invite a friend to church this month! 

From Forward Movement Publishing - Copies can be found in the Narthex or the Connector. 
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Contact Phone Numbers 

Rev. Dave Rodrick  864-266-7438 

Senior Warden Carole Rowell  704-516-2312 

Junior Warden David Grayshock  864-921-5372 

Grace Keller  803-606-4767 

Church Office  864-578-3238  

The deadline for the next newsletter: 
February 23rd. 

The deadline for the weekly bulletin: 
Wednesdays 

The church calendar will be included 
in the newsletter each month. 

Collect for Guidance for January 

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly 
pray you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares 
and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may remember that 

we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Parish Prayer List 

For those in our prayers - The family of Ralph Hord, especially his wife Jimmie Hord, and Christel 

and Rickey Gilbert, The Family of Bob Morrell, especially his wife Nancy  Morrell, Raymond 

Radleigh, Laina Corn & Evelyn Nowland, Janet, Adrienne Fowler, Julie Fox, Brian Moss, Rick and 

Kristie Marshall and Family, Madelynn LoConte, Roxie Hunter Young and Family, Sylvia, John Kolinchak, J. T. Morgan, Matt 

Alexander,  Suzanne White, Ronnie & Penny Melton, Angie Lowe, Catherine Durrah, Paula Lively & her sister Sheila, Jean 

Michelin, Sandy Huggins, Diane & Al Chulick, Diane Butscher, Sally Price, Clint Schaum, Ed Medford, Paula Mikels-Burnett, 

Monica Horne, Jennifer Broadway, Dennis Sentell, Lawson, Jamie Z, Linda Sentell. 

For those serving in the armed forces - Megan, Matt, Jesse, Arthur, Dustin Z. 

The Vestry Minutes are posted on the Bulletin Board by the kitchen each month! 
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Worship Team Schedule for February 2026 

Links to keep St. Margaret’s connected: 

Website:  https://

stmargaretsepiscopal.org  

YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/

watchv=RoYcQtcHjjs  

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/smecbs/  

Episcopal Diocese of Upper 

South Carolina:                                   

https://www.edusc.org/  

The Lectionary Page:                                                                 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/  

The Book Of Common Prayer:                                                    

https://www.bcponline.org/  

Church email:  grace.keller@stmargaretsepiscopal.org 

Church Mailing Address: P.O. Box 160024                                                   
Boiling Springs SC 29316 
Location:  4180 Highway 9                                            

INFORMATION PAGE 

Ann Kelly   02/04 

Janice Ownbey  02/06 

Rick Marshall   02/08 

Taylor Alexander  02/09 

Marietta Kolinchak  02/15 

Emily Truman  02/16 

Debbie Zickefoose  02/18 

T. Truman   02/20 

Dick Locke   02/24 

David Grayshock  02/25 

April Alexander  02/27 

Wayne Casper  02/28 

Happy birthday to you! 

Happy birthday to you! 

Happy birthday God’s children! 

Happy birthday to you! 

 

Mike & Diane Meketa - 2/13  (33) 

Mike & Mary Ann Methvin - 2/14  (51) 

Rickey & Christel Gilbert - 2/14  (45) 

Steven & Monica Hrushka - 2/22  (2) 

February 1 -  4 Epiphany, 4 Ord. Time,Year A, Holy Eucharist, Rite II                                         
C/C - Dewey Michelin 2nd - Karen Michelin  Altar - Brenna B.                                   
Lectors - Michelle Smith, Glynda Todd      TT - David Grayshock                                                                 
Ushers - Rickey & Christel Gilbert      Greeters - Brenna B. & Cindy Bell   
C.C. - Team #1 - Diane Meketa, Susan Lancaster                                                                                  
Tellers - Richard Alexander, Jim McAbee                                                                              
EV/PC - Beth Richardson (EV), Will Hawkins (PC) 

February 8 - 5 Epiphany, 5 Ord. Time, Year A,, Holy Eucharist, Rite II                                 
C/C - Carole Rowell   2nd - Will Hawkins  Altar - Beth Richardson                                                            
Lectors - Paul Woolen, Dickie Watters       TT - Cindy Collins                                                                  
Ushers - Dewey & Karen Michelin   Greeters - Ann Diem, Diane Meketa 
C.C. - Team #2 - Rita Long, Janice Ownbey                                                                                       
Tellers - Dave Collins, Patricia Lee    EV/PC - No Visitations 

February 15 - Last Epiphany, 6 Ord. Time, Year A, Holy Eucharist Rite II                                          
C/C - Beth Richardson    2nd - Becky Weisner  Altar - Will Hawkins                
Lectors - Dick & Kathy Locke   Greeters - Debbie Bullock, Brenda Vinson  
Ushers - Stan & Cynde Payne     Tellers - Susan Lancaster,  Jim McAbee                                                          
C.C. - Team #3 - Diane Meketa, Melissa Woolen     TT - Larry Owens                                                              
EV/PC - Carole Rowell (EV), Will Hawkins (PC) 

February 22 - 1 Lent, Year A, Holy Eucharist Rite II                                          
C/C - Becky Weisner     2nd - Sharon Landon     Altar - Sharon Landon                                                                                      
Lectors - Rita Long, Ann Diem    Greeters - Phil & Connie Ledesma                            
Ushers - Scott & Cindy Collins  C.C. - Team #4 - April A., Brenna B.                                                            
Tellers - Richard Alexander, Dave Collins  TT - Paul Hines                                   
EV/PC - No Visitation 

https://stmargaretsonline.com/
https://stmargaretsonline.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RoYcQtcHjjs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RoYcQtcHjjs
https://www.facebook.com/smecbs/
https://www.edusc.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/
https://www.bcponline.org/
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