










October 22 

Matthew 28:18-20 & Revelation 7:9 

We move forward in our Great Commission study today with the next clause which 

says that we are to go and make disciples "of all nations". Christ's command is global in 

nature. There is no getting around the fact that Jesus intended for His church to expand 

across the entirety of the earth. 

The instruction itself is abundantly clear. There is little doubt that Christ desires for 

His followers to share His Gospel to all who need it, but many followers have attempted to 

muddy the waters regarding Christian mission. Some have stated that Christian mission 

does not require a person to leave their homeland to share the Gospel. This is true! There 

have been many faithful Christians that never ventured far away from their homes, but it 

misses the point that the church (collectively speaking) is responsible, before God, to take 

the good news to the world. Whereas most Christians will not relocate to share Christ 

internationally, the church as a unit must endeavor and support efforts to bring the truth to 

those who need to hear it. This being the case, all Christians have a part to play. 

Missionaries may be on the front lines but those who remain must: pray, give and go even 

for short periods. 

Second, some have attempted to make the Great Commission ALL about leaving 

home in order to share the Gospel. This understanding is warped as well. Whereas it is 

certainly true that Christ desires people from all nations to be saved by our witness, it is 

equally true that we are to be faithful witnesses at home as well as abroad. John describes 

the scene in heaven at the end of history when people from all across the globe unite to 

praise the Lord together. This wonderful and joyous view into the joy that will pervade 

heaven at the end of time reminds us that Jesus desires to save people from every tribe, 

tongue and nation. My point, however, is that this desire to save people from everywhere 

includes Americans as well! 

The point is that we should be living our lives as if the entire globe is an arena for 

discipleship. A true Great Commission Christian will look for opportunities to make 

disciples in his or her home, business, social settings all the while longing for the salvation 

of those who live in different countries. He or she will proclaim the truth of Christ whenever 

there is an opportunity and support others who are preaching and teaching in places they 

may never visit. 

What I have learned is that those who have a passion for their neighbor down the 

street also have a passion for the lost pagan across the world. It turns out that a heart that 

is dedicated to serving Christ and passionate about His glory does not differentiate 

between those who are lost next door and those who are lost across the globe. 








