
Psalm 99 

 The great Reformer, Martin Luther, was troubled by a vexing question. Being trained in law, 

the unconverted monk knew that justice demanded something he could not offer. It seemed to 

Luther that God must violate His holy standards to call a sinful man righteous. While we know that 

the Gospel takes care of this issue through the imputed righteousness of Christ, it would behoove us 

to recognize and recover the biblical doctrine of the holiness and righteousness of God. 

 Today’s text deals both with God’s holiness and His mercy and it does so in a way that 

combines the two in order to educate and soothe the minds of God’s people. 

1. The Holiness of God 

a. Notice here three declarations of God’s holiness 

i. First, “holy is He!” (v. 3) 

1. Les anyone be confused, the Psalm comes out and declares the 

holiness of God us 

2. God does not sometimes act in a righteous manner, He simply is 

holy/righteous and this fundamental attribute informs all that He 

does 

3. God’s holiness manifests itself in all of His works, He cannot and will 

not violate His righteous decree because to do so would be to work 

against His very nature 

ii. Second, God “loves justice” (v. 4) 

1. God does not simply execute justice, He loves it 

a. You can imagine a judge who is bound by the law but does 

not love the law 

b. Perhaps he knows that to refuse to execute the law could 

cost him his job but he is still conflicted 

c. This is not our God 

d. God loves justice, He has given us a law that is totally in 

keeping with His righteous standards and He loves it 

e. Some people like to posit a God who is at war with His holy 

standard 

i. They claim that God somehow gave us the truth but 

He absolutely despises the law in favor of mercy 

ii. For God to hate the law, or to be uncomfortable with 

the law, would be for God to hate that which is good 

and He cannot do so 

iii. Third, God has “executed justice” (v. 4) 

1. God’s righteousness is not theoretical, it is immensely practical 

2. He has not only told us what is right and given us a consequence, He 

has meted out blessings and curses, as informed by the law, in 

history 



3. We sometimes think that God will make an exception, but this is 

simply untrue 

a. He has proven that He will indeed be faithful to carry out all 

of His declarations (rewards and punishments) 

b. See our necessary response to God’s holiness (v. 1) 

i. How should sinful man react to this revelation? We should “tremble” 

ii. Why? 

1. Because we have violated this law and we deserve its penalties! 

2. Like a child who knows that they have run afoul of the school rules as 

they walk to a just principle’s office, sinful men must realize their 

transgression and tremble at the thought of standing before a holy 

God 

2. The Mercy of God 

a. All of us should tremble in our sinful depravity, but in light of God’s mercy we have 

reason to rejoice 

b. Like Isaiah and Peter, when we get a glimpse of the glory of God, our first reaction 

should be “away from me”!  

c. However, after we come to realize what God has done to satisfy His just demands in 

Christ, our trembles should turn to exaltation and joy 

d. There are two glimpses of God’s mercy in this text 

i. First, we see the priesthood, established by God 

1. Moses and Aaron are representatives of the method God put in place 

to allow His people access to Him and forgiveness 

a. They were to represent the people and atone for their sins 

through the offering of a sacrifice 

b. In His mercy, God accepted these animal offerings as 

atonement for their transgressions and turned His anger 

away from the people 

c. This system was one of mercy… God did not have to concoct 

it, but He did out of love and grace 

2. Nevertheless, the blood of bulls and goats is not sufficient to take 

away the sins of the people 

a. There needed to be a more adequate, sufficient sacrifice  

b. This was provided by Christ 

i. Jesus obviously had not physically appeared at the 

time that Psalm 99 was written 

ii. Now, however, we know that the greatest, pure High 

Priest has come 

iii. He has made atonement for the sins of His people, 

satisfying God’s holy requirements and now 

interceding for His people before the throne of God  



c. God is merciful in allowing our consequence to be paid for by 

Another, He is even more merciful in allowing that other 

party to be His precious and perfect son 

ii. Second, God has a history of forgiveness 

1. The history of Israel was rife with transgression 

2. The people constantly doubted  God, complained against God and 

His ordained earthly leaders, worshipped other Gods and turned 

from Him in other respects 

3. In all of the above cases, God accepted the repentance of His people 

4. How? Through the knowledge of the mercy that He would provide in 

Christ! 

5. God recognized and rightly judged evil but He also ordained and sent 

His Son to atone for the sins of His people 

6. He maintains His holiness but He offers a way for His holiness to be 

vindicated all the while showing us undue mercy 

7. What a marvelous and loving God we serve! 

8. Those who have yet to see Him must tremble in His presence… He is 

holy and just and He won’t be mocked 

9. Those who have come to recognize the joy and mercy of His sending 

Christ have reason to rejoice, the holy God has punished their sins 

through Another 


