
Psalm 87 

 This Psalm carries on with a theme we referenced in the sermon last Sunday morning. The 

Bible tells one redemptive story through many different events and covenants. The story includes 

God’s process of saving and redeeming a people to call His own. The people begin with the 

ancestral descendants of Abraham (Israel) but the plan was always a diverse people from every 

tribe, tongue and nation. Today’s Psalm sheds some light on the future of the people of God in the 

city of God through the prism of Jerusalem. 

1. The current city 

a. The Psalm begins by celebrating the city of Zion 

b. Zion is the capital of the nation of the Lord 

c. It is the place where people gather to live and worship the One True God but it is 

only a temporary establishment  

d. Zion, the one that is written about in Psalm 87, would not last, at least not in its 

glory 

2. The future city 

a. Zion’s fall from glory does not represent God’s failure to protect His people 

b. Instead, Zion is a momentary representation, or a city that foreshadows, a great 

reality to come 

c. In the future, God would construct a new city 

d. This city would be like Zion in its glory but greater! 

e. Also, this city would last forever and its ruler (the Lord Jesus) would be on the 

throne for all generations 

f. Unlike Zion, the city would never be conquered 

g. Also, unlike Zion, the city would be inhabited by a diverse people 

h. In the new city, people from all nations (as represented by the list of present day 

enemies of God’s people in verse 4) will dwell 

i. Their backgrounds will be diverse but their shared citizenship will be real and eternal 

3. The means of creating the future city 

a. How will people gather in unity in this future city? Through the reconciling ministry 

of Jesus! 

b. Jesus died so that all nations would be blessed  

i. God’s plan is to redeem a people from every corner of the globe under the 

banner of shared allegiance to and faith in Christ 

ii. Jesus will redeem people from every locality 

iii. Jesus will rule the new city with righteousness in eternity 

iv. Jesus will ensure that no one conquers the city 

v. Jesus will be the glory of the city that makes the old Zion look dull 

c. Jesus is the great hope of the future 

d. He was in Psalm 87 and He is now! 

e. Folks, we look forward to a day when our Lord will rule us in a physical place with 

our brothers and sisters in Christ 

i. This day will see no more pain, no more struggle and no more danger 

ii. It is the destination of those who have faith and Christ, being the means of 

entry and the cause of construction, is our hope forevermore 


