
Psalm 86 

 Today (New Year’s Day) has special significance for many in our culture. It represents a new 

beginning and a time of new commitments. I know that many of us have considered how we could 

live in different, more intentional ways, during the New Year and so I would like to offer one prayer 

that is recorded in this Psalm that I think would be a wonderful mantra for 2023 and beyond.  

 The prayer is found in verse 11. This simple prayer I believe to be a foundational desire for 

growing, faithful and maturing Christians. As such, I would like to offer it to you as a prayer that you 

would embrace and repeat this year and today, in the lesson, I would like to articulate why these 

words could be vitally important and helpful to you in the New Year. 

 There are two components of this prayer for our study: 

1. A desire to learn 

a. Notice how the Psalm includes an earnest plea for God to teach 

b. Specifically, the desire is for God to teach David (and by proxy the rest of us who 

would pray the same prayer) His ways 

c. The way of the Lord stands in contrast to the ways of the world 

i. There is a way that seems right to man that leads to death (Proverbs 14:12) 

ii. The way of the Lord leads to life (Deuteronomy 5:33) 

iii. The way that seems right to man is broad, but the way of the Lord is narrow 

(Matthew 7:13-14) 

d. These are biblical truths but the implication of these truths is sometimes unnoticed. 

You see, if the way that “seems right” to man is wrong, then we must be taught by 

someone else what is right 

i. If our perception, as sinful beings, is so skewed that we would choose a way 

that appears right only to journey towards death, then we must have some 

instructor that isn’t our own minds to lead us to truth and blessing 

e. David understood this and this is the motivation behind his prayer 

i. He knew that he needed God to lead and guide him to truth so he cried out 

for God’s help  

f. I wonder how many of us have similar understanding. 

i. Do you think that you’ve got it? Are you on a path that you set? 

ii. Years ago, I did a funeral for a man that I didn’t know (some of his family 

members were a part of my church). The service was somber in many 

respects but perhaps the most tragic moment happened at the end when, 

per his request, the final song was played. As we stood over his casket, the 

words to “I did it my way” played over the speakers 

iii. In that moment, this man had already realized that his way led to 

destruction but it was too late 

iv. May we avoid such a tragedy! 

g. Now, the question is, how does God answer this prayer and the response would be 

primarily through the Scripture 



i. The Bible is the means whereby God communicates and reveals Himself and 

His desires to us 

ii. This means that a true prayer for instruction must be accompanied by a 

desire to study 

iii. God will answer us, but He will answer in the means of grace He has given 

2. A desire to apply 

a. Notice the stated desire of David’s prayer… he wants to be instructed “that…” 

b. The term “that” is important because it unveils David’s desired end for his request 

c. His reason for asking for God’s instruction is application 

i. David wants God to teach so that he can understand and implement! 

d. There is a great danger in knowing truth without applying it! 

e. I’ve met many who know the doctrines, understand the truths and can explain them 

well but have very little evidence of a desire to walk in what they’ve heard 

f. May we not be like the fateful man who hears the word but doesn’t do what it 

commands 

g. Instead, our prayer should be that God would show us truth so “that” we walk in 

what he tells us 

3. Conclusion 

a. Our prayer should be that God would teach us in the faith that what God says is 

worthy of our efforts  

b. A desire to learn AND apply the Bible in 2023 will be rewarded  

i. I don’t mean you’ll be rich by 2024 but I do mean that those who truly pray, 

and mean, this prayer will see and savor the Lord and find increasing 

satisfaction and joy accordingly  


