
Psalm 84 

 The tenth verse of our Psalm is one that I cannot read without hearing its words in song. 

During the early years of contemporary music, a famous song was written that repeated Psalm 

84:10 over and over again. I have many fond memories of singing that song on youth trips and in 

worship together but I wonder how authentically I sang those words at the time. The Psalm has 

eschatological (the end of our lives) implications but the meat of the Psalm is really rooted in our 

lives today. As we move through this Psalm, we will see two realities that undergird our 

understanding of the Psalm. As we do so, I pray that we will apply this Psalm to our lives and 

lifestyle today. 

1. The love of the house of the Lord 

a. The author(s) of this Psalm are listed as the son of Korah 

b. These men were Levites and other biblical testimony suggests that their particular 

area of service in ministry was as musicians (see 2 Chronicles 20:19) 

i. This means that the motivation for writing the Psalm was almost assuredly 

rooted in their moment  

ii. When they speak of loving the house of the Lord, they were certainly 

speaking about the tabernacle just down the road 

c. The first verse confesses their love of the Tabernacle 

i. There is some debate as to whether this Psalm was written during the days 

of the tabernacle or if this is a romanticized way of alluding to the Temple 

ii. Regardless, the language is clear that this Psalm is about the love of the sons 

of Korah for the place of worship 

d. We can see the intense desire to worship the Lord in His tabernacle with the terms 

that are employed in the first two verses 

i. These men loved the house so much that they “long” for it and even “faint” 

in desire to meet the Lord in His tabernacle 

ii. The language shows us that these men were consumed with a desire to 

meet with the Lord 

e. The point here is not that the Tabernacle, Temple or modern-day church, as a 

building holds some kind of unique significance. The point is that God had ordained 

that His people meet Him in public worship in a specific place and, therefore, the 

men who love God desire to be where He has promised to encounter them most 

tangibly 

f. Some folks would argue that this has no significance today 

i. After all, they would say, the tabernacle/temple has now been made 

obsolete by the New Covenant 

ii. We ARE the temple of God now 

iii. While it is true that God now indwells each of us, it is equally true that God 

has commanded us to meet and ordained that there is a special beauty and 

presence when His people gather to convene with Him and obey Him (see 

Hebrews 10:24-26, Matthew 18:19-20) 



iv. We are not ascribing importance to a structure or building anymore than the 

sons of Korah thought that the Temple’s precious metals and stones had 

spiritual vitality, instead we are seeing the gathering of the saints as the 

place where God has promised to sit down among us.  

v. The gathering of the saints is a chief place where He encourages, 

strengthens, convicts and dwells with His people… corporately 

g. Folks, the simple truth is that it is good to gather for the express purpose of meeting 

with God 

i. Those who argue that they can have all that God has promised to bless them 

with as individuals, without the act of gathering to worship, ignore a raft of 

Scripture which describes God’s plan to build a people, commands us to be a 

part of a people and gives special means of grace to minister to people as 

they are gathered (think the corporate singing of the Word, the corporate 

hearing of the preached Word, the joy of the Lord’s Supper, which is a 

gathered ordinance, the joy of participating in/viewing baptism, and the 

relationships that God provides us through our fellowship) 

2. The Supremacy of being in God’s house 

a. Now, this context is what informs verse 10 

b. The sons of Korah would teach us that it is better to be within the courts of the Lord, 

expectantly awaiting His presence, for one day than to spend a thousand days 

elsewhere 

c. The joy and beauty of spending just a few moments with the Lord far outweighs 

years of fleeting pleasures that the world can offer 

d. Even more so, it is better to serve (be a “doorkeeper”) in God’s house than live in 

luxury founded upon wickedness 

e. Spurgeon said it this way “To bear burdens and open doors for the Lord is more 

honour than to reign among the wicked. Every man has his choice, and this is ours. 

God’s worst is better than the devil’s best” 

f. The logic is quite simple and convincing, if God is greater than anything (and He 

most assuredly is) then a small taste of Him transcends a relative feast of anything 

the world can offer 

g. The decision that the sons of Korah have made, to serve and dwell with the Lord in 

the Tabernacle over pursuing the pleasures of the world, is really just the logical 

outworking of a faith that sees the beauty and preciousness of God 

3. The ultimate lesson 

a. We could be legalistic about a Psalm like this and make it, solely about church 

attendance 

b. But the truth is that there are many wicked people who are at church every time the 

doors are opened! 

c. The real lesson in this Psalm is found in the revelation that our great God is THE sole 

reason for our existence and the only means of our satisfaction 



d. When we see and savor the goodness of God, we crave the presence of God and 

when we crave the presence of God, we will endeavor to convene with God in the 

ways that He instructs 

i. We will order our lives around meeting Him 

ii. We will see the trinkets of this world for what they are, forsaking all that 

they can offer for the joy of the least blessing in the Kingdom 

iii. We will yearn for God to speak and for God to move and for God to confirm 

in us that He is with us 

iv. These things will shift us toward pursuing Him in prayer, serving Him in all 

our lives and meeting with His people as a gathered church precisely 

because He has promised to meet and minister to us there  


