
Psalm 82 

 If you had to use one adjective to describe the ruling authorities in our world today, what 

would you choose? While I would guess that many words would be suggested, I would wager a bet 

that none of them would be positive! The words that come to my mind are corrupt, carnal, God-

hating, dishonest and the like. The simple truth is that the world is populated by those who, 

generally, despise the Lord and His righteous ways.  

 This is true today, and it has been true for a long time! In fact, Psalm 2 describes the 

nations’ posture towards the Lord by proclaiming that the rulers of this world “rage” against the 

One True God. While we are dealing with difficulty in our day, we must realize that the sin that is so 

apparent in our governmental structures today is nothing new. Instead, it has been present for 

generations… but this doesn’t mean that sinful rulers will abound forever. 

1. God’s evaluation of modern-day rulers 

a. Some have wondered why commentators have taken this text to apply specifically 

to rulers and governing officials 

b. The simple answer is found in the term “mighty” in verse 1 

i. Most take this to mean those who possess might politically or 

governmentally 

ii. If this is true (and I believe that it is) what we have in this text is a 

description of God’s gathering governing officials (kings, queens, presidents, 

congressmen, etc.) in one locality in order to judge their deeds 

c. The questions that are levied provide a clear insight into His evaluation of them! 

i. They are guilty of judging unjustly, specifically they are guilty of showing 

partiality to those who are wicked 

ii. Instead of showing proper concern for the afflicted, these men and women 

have harmed the most helpless and vulnerable for their own selfish ends 

d. This is detestable and it is a flagrant violation of the purpose of government (as 

expounded in places like Romans 13). God has instituted government to reward 

those who do good and punish those who do evil and yet, it is so often the case, that 

the exact opposite takes place! 

i. God’s concern for the widow, the fatherless, the needy and the like is not 

echoed by so many who rule in our day 

e. Furthermore, the Lord says that they have spit in His proverbial face by abusing the 

authority He has given them 

i. Verse 6 has caused some problems for some folks  

ii. How could God say that those who rule are “gods” and “children of the Most 

High God”? 

1. The simple answer is that God has invested some of His power in 

these men and women in order to exercise God-ordained authority 

in His name 

2. They are not real “gods”, but they have been instituted to a place of 

authority that makes them lords over a locality 



3. While they still answer to God and do not have Divine qualities, they 

hold a position that is full of might 

4. They were created and given the chance to fulfill a purpose, namely, 

to live a noble life in the service of the One True God, but they have 

spat upon that opportunity 

f. The word “justice” is used here in the biblical sense 

i. This doesn’t mean equity of outcomes, nor does it mean that governing 

officials are to take from the rich to give to the poor, what it means is that 

each person is to be treated with equal dignity and protection under the 

natural law of God 

ii. Specific to this text, it means that worldly acclaim and power should not be 

leveraged to take advantage of people who have no recourse 

iii. As image bearers of the Lord, every person has dignity, and the law of God 

has no socioeconomic implications 

1. There is no variation of the law for the rich  

2. Everyone answers to the Lord underneath the same standard of 

judgment  

3. Justice is the right application of the law to all parties in all situations 

2. The chilling result 

a. While it might seem as if the result is a long-time coming, the result of their 

dishonesty and rebellion will be immense pain and judgment 

b. Once again, the Lord promises to judge those who have rebelled against Him 

c. Jesus is coming, and when He does, He will “inherit all the nations” 

d. He will take back what is His and He will call those who ruled it unfaithfully to give 

an account for their abuse of authority and their rejection of His precepts 

3. Conclusion 

a. If we believe the Word of God, then we have hope that the problems that are so 

rampant today won’t be present forever 

b. The Christian’s hope is not in another politician (little “p”) but in the return of the 

true King 

c. He will set things right, He will judge fairly, He will never entertain corruption and He 

will inflict due pain and punishment on those who are unfaithful 

d. As is always the case, this gives believers hope and joy even as we work to live 

faithfully in our moment in history 

e. As we read this passage, our cry should be that of the Apostle John’s in Revelation 

22:20 “come Lord Jesus”! 


