
Psalm 81 

 The Bible offers many explanations for our suffering. We suffer because of the evil in the 

world, God uses our suffering to expose places in our hearts that need to be sanctified, we suffer 

because of Christ and, sometimes, we suffer because of our sins. While we need to be very careful 

to discern our situation correctly, it is imperative that we understand that some of our issues in life 

are the product of our unwillingness to submit to God’s declarations. 

 This is the point of our passage today as the Lord decries the reality that His people just 

aren’t listening. The chapter draws a straight line between the tribulations of Israel and their stiff-

necked, rebellious ways. Today, we are going to attempt to learn from their example by seeing the 

Lord’s response to their wickedness. 

1. The problem 

a. Look at verse 11, “my people did not listen to my voice”.  

b. The voice of God has been made available to the people through His prophets and 

through the Word that had already been written 

c. In these avenues, the Lord clearly spoke about a variety of issues that were not 

heeded by His people 

d. Here are some examples: 

i. God spoke clearly about idolatry 

ii. God spoke clearly about how to interact with other, pagan, nations 

iii. God had spoken clearly about the way they were to treat their fellow 

Israelite 

e. In all of these things, the people had chosen to neglect the Lord 

i. They were guilty of worshipping other gods 

ii. They were guilty of intermingling with other nations 

iii. They were guilty of abusing their fellow Jew 

f. The simple truth is that God’s people often flee from His voice 

i. The problem that is detailed in this passage is not isolated to Israel! 

ii. In fact, we could easily place 21st Century Christians into this text in many 

circumstances 

iii. How often do we find ourselves in trouble because we refuse to listen to 

God’s voice? 

1. How many family dynamics are in peril because people choose to 

ignore God’s clear teaching? 

2. How many of our nation’s troubles are the result of the church 

ignoring Christ’s command to make disciples? 

3. How many of us even know what God says on a given topic? 

2. The consequence 

a. God’s response to Israel’s rebellion is chilling 

b. The Bible says that He simply gave them over to what they wanted 

c. God’s judgment is often manifest in His passivity 



i. He simply allows man to have what he desires and the result of that 

allowance is destruction 

d. As we have talked about before, we often look for God’s judgment in the 

cataclysmic but often God’s judgment is most seen in His allowance 

e. When God allows a people to freely pursue their sinful passions, He is giving them 

over to a path that leads to destruction and death 

f. God has not wired this universe to prosper in sin 

g. So much of what troubles us as believers and as Americans today is tied to our 

insistence upon ignoring God’s clear instructions 

i. As we talked about in the worldview lesson, when we neglect biblical 

teaching and pursue things that are opposed to God’s Word because they 

offer us some sort of hope or fulfillment, we are cruising for a bruising! 

3. The solution 

a. The solution is simple, return to the Lord and honor what He has said 

b. Notice God’s desire in verse 13 “oh that my people would listen to me!” 

c. I wonder if He is not saying something similar today 

d. Folks, the truth is that God has been clear on many issues today, we have just not 

taken the time to listen 

e. We have not listened to God as He has taught us about sexual ethics 

f. We have not listened to God as He has spoken about His church 

g. We have not listened to God as He has revealed His desire and commission to us 

h. We have not listened to God as He has implored us to seek Him in prayer, Bible 

study and fellowship with the saints 

i. I can’t tell you how many people I meet who are upset with the Lord because their 

life is a wreck only to find that their life is a wreck because they have rebelled 

against what He has said! 

j. The solution in these moments is simple, repent and pursue truth and the result is 

glorious 

k. God promises to bless Israel when they return and, we believe, He will bless us as 

well 

l. He desires to see us be fruitful, content and joyous but He cannot allow us to 

continue in our rebellion  


