
Psalm 78 

 Admittedly, our study for today does not constitute the general, main thrust of Psalm 78. 

This might be a challenge for some of you but there is a method to my madness here. The simple 

truth is that the undergirding truth of this Psalm (the importance of passing down the faith to 

subsequent generations) is a well-traveled road at this point in our journey through the Psalms. In 

fact, last week we studied that same concept and idea. This doesn’t mean that it does not warrant 

more attention, but it did seem prudent to me to go in an alternate direction for this week’s study. 

 That being said, I’d like to focus on one verse for our time together, verse 29. I do not 

believe that the verse was written for the purpose of being an exhaustive, or even comprehensive, 

summary on the topic of God’s judgment but I do think it is illustrative of a component of God’s 

dealings with man that is often overlooked. 

1. The typical conception of God’s judgment 

a. Before we dive into the idea expressed in v. 29, its important to mention that many 

of us tend to think of other manifestations of judgment when we talk about God’s 

Divine displeasure 

b. God’s judgment is typically associated with: floods, earthquakes, plagues, economic 

ruin and the like 

c. To be clear, all of these things have been utilized by the Lord in times of judgment… 

but they are not necessarily the typical route He takes 

2. The more common (and scary) manifestation of His judgment 

a. Today’s text recounts for us the story of God’s judgment on the people in the desert  

b. In those days, the people had a very predictable diet! Manna fell from the heavens 

on a daily basis and the people gathered the food for the day 

c. As you can imagine, this got old to some folks so they began to complain 

d. Think about this in context for a moment… the people are complaining to the God 

who: restored them from bondage, rescued them from the tyranny of Egypt and 

Pharoah and provided food for them daily even as He led them to a place of rest and 

fruitfulness 

i. Simply stated, the people had been quite taken care of by the Lord 

ii. You can understand how the Lord’s anger burned against them when they 

requested something different from His good gifts 

iii. You can anticipate judgment but how that judgment came about is quite… 

fascinating 

e. Instead of raining hail from the heavens or overwhelming them in the fire God 

expressed His displeasure by simply giving them what they wanted 

i. Instead of continuing to subsist on His provision, God allowed the people to 

indulge their carnal wishes and this was judgment 

f. Folks, the Bible is clear that God’s judgment is most severe when He simply allows a 

people to have what they want in their sin (See Romans 1:24) 

i. In those moments, the Lord simply allows people to have what their sinful 

hearts desire 



ii. The reason why this is judgment is found in the catastrophic effect 

1. When God gives  a person over to sin, He is allowing them to run to 

something that will destroy them! 

2. His decision is to allow the people to indulge in the very thing that 

will harm and/or destroy them 

g. I would argue that this kind of manifestation of God’s judgment is all over our world 

and country today 

i. God has given us over to our desires to manifest worldly wisdom, He has 

given us over to our idols, He has given us over to our materialism and the 

like 

ii. In all of these things, we should be reminded that much of what our society 

calls “blessing” is really a curse 

3. The lessons we must learn from correction 

a. This has many ramifications but let me give us one to think about as believers 

b. If God’s judgment is manifest in His giving us over, then His grace is found in 

correction 

c. You see, the opposite of God’s passivity in allowing us to pursue our sin is found in 

His discipline whereby He forcibly (at times) redirects us away from that which 

might harm us 

d. This is often not the most enjoyable experience but it reminds us that God has not 

given up on us and that God has now allowed us to fall into more severe judgment 

e. God does indeed “discipline those He loves” (Hebrews 12:6) so see His discipline as 

an act of Divine faithfulness and not displeasure!  


