
Psalm 73 

 There is a familiar contrast in Psalm 73. Our passage for the day once again compares the 

plight of the righteous with the momentary prosperity of the wicked. While this is a subject that we 

have visited several times before, it merits repeating that it is a real challenge for the righteous to 

see the evil of the wicked go by without any apparent punishment. Nevertheless, the heartbeat of 

the Psalm is to declare and demonstrate the faith of the author in the face of momentary struggles. 

While it is true that the righteous may suffer for righteousness sake for the moment, it is equally 

true that our momentary struggles pale in comparison to the eternal weight of glory that awaits 

those who are faithful. 

 Regardless, we have covered that idea quite a bit so I’d like to take a little bit of a different 

angle on the topic for the week. Instead of hammering home the same truths, let us see how the 

Psalmist persevered in the face of struggle. In our text today, we can learn how to patiently and 

faithfully endure in difficult seasons. 

1. The righteous endure through intimate relationship with the Father 

a. Notice in verse 28 the Psalm contrasts the wicked, and their eternal fate, with the 

state of the righteous 

b. Whereas the wicked will perish because of their rebellion, the righteous man (the 

“me” in this Psalm) will not. Instead, he will endure precisely because of the 

presence of the Father 

c. Notice here how the Psalm says that it is the very presence of God that is his good 

i. This is an important point because it illustrates the ground of our hope and 

blessing 

ii. If this man’s hope was in possessions, worldly fame, health, prosperity or the 

like, there would be no reason to rejoice and praise God for blessing 

iii. However, since his hope is grounded in an intimate relationship with the 

Father, there is no need to bemoan what is going on around 

iv. The larger point is that the perceived “blessings” of the wicked are transient 

and unfulfilling but the reward of the righteous is eternal and satisfying 

d. The joy of the Christian life, above all things, is the relationship the faithful have 

with the Lord 

i. It is the way that Paul could be satisfied in seasons of excess and want 

ii. It is the means whereby John endured his exile 

iii. It is the way that men and women have navigated difficult seasons and 

callings 

iv. What God promises us, above all else, is that He will be with us (see the 

Great Commission) 

v. This is good 

1. Like a loved one whose presence makes all things more endurable, 

our great God’s relationship with us allows us to endure and even 

celebrate all things 



e. This means that one of the ways we ground ourselves for difficulty in this life is 

through the pursuit of intimacy with God 

i. Everything else can be taken from us, but the Lord is ours forever! 

ii. He is our “refuge” (a word meaning protection from the turbulence of this 

life) 

iii. He is our portion 

iv. Are you pursuing Him? Is He your greatest good? Do you commune with Him 

daily? If not, you are neglecting the greatest joy you will know 

2. Second, we see the purpose of this relationship 

a. Our Psalm ends in an interesting (dare I say “odd”) manner 

b. The Psalmist says that the end of the relationship He enjoys with the Father is found 

in His proclamation of God to the masses 

c. He makes God his refuge so that “I can tell about all you do” 

d. The idea here is that we are meant to commune with God, in part, for the purpose 

of proclaiming His excellencies to those around us 

e. We are not to enjoy intimacy without promoting the virtues of our God to others 

f. The best spokesmen are the ones who truly believe in their message 

i. When the church is most effective in her evangelism, the messengers are 

most convinced of the joy, beauty and worth of their message 

ii. We all know when we encounter someone who is genuine in their affections 

and loves 

g. In the same way, when we commune with God, we are accruing for ourselves 

experiences and convictions that shape the way we speak of Him to others 

h. The Christian life is about far more than simply what we can gain, it is about the 

glory of God in multiplying His praises through the proclamation of His goodness, 

faithfulness and the like 

i. This highlights an important truth that we will hit as we close 

i. God has wired us to be evangelists 

ii. We all naturally talk about what we love 

iii. No one has to pull it out of you to speak about your children, grandchildren, 

favorite hobby or the like 

iv. Instead, the love of those things propels you to speak about them and sing 

their praises! 

v. In the same way, evangelism is a natural overflow of an intimate walk with 

the Lord 

vi.  The answer to sharing your faith more regularly and effectively is grounded 

in pursuing a deeper relationship with the Lord whereby you have more to 

share and your conviction and passion for Him is constantly stoked!  


