
Psalm 72 

 At Smyrna, we believe that Scripture is to be interpreted in light of Christ and with Jesus at 

the center. By that we mean that Jesus is the pinnacle of Scripture, He is the ultimate destination of 

Scripture and He is the ultimate fulfillment of Scripture. This influences the way we interpret and 

apply the Bible in a massive way. 

 In the New Testament, the centrality of Christ is quite obvious. Jesus is the subject of the 

Gospels, His finished work on the Cross was the message of the Apostles in Acts and His character, 

work and return constitute the focus of the Epistles and Revelation. It is not hard to see Christ in the 

New Testament. The Old Testament constitutes a bit more of a challenge. Sometimes, it is difficult 

to see how Jesus fits or what the Bible is attempting to do in ushering the story along to Christ. 

Nevertheless, we believe that He is present. This doesn’t mean that explicit references to Christ are 

in every verse, but it does mean that He is the goal and destination of every recorded season of 

history and that He is often the grand fulfillment of biblical proclamations and desires as produced 

through the pens and words of the Bible’s human authors. 

 Sometimes, the way Christ is seen is through an ultimate, or eschatological, fulfillment. 

What this means is that certain passages are written in a moment in history with an eye toward an 

immediate goal AND, more importantly, a view towards a future fulfillment in Christ. For example, 

David was God’s anointed King (that is really true) but David is a precursor, or a type, of God’s 

ultimate King… Jesus. The ark was God’s means of shielding His elect from His wrath but the ark 

shielded only a few for a season, Christ is the ultimate ark, shielding ALL of God’s people from ALL 

of God’s wrath for eternity. 

 This means that in some passages, there is an immediate truth and an ultimate truth. A 

great example of this kind of passage is found in our text for today. In this passage, the Bible is 

recording for us a prayer to be uttered by the people for the King. In it, we read of many sentiments 

that are befitting of God’s people in relation to their King but we also read of sentiments that could 

only be fulfilled in Christ. 

1. A prayer for a righteous reign 

a. You will notice that God’s people are to pray for the righteous living and judgments 

of their King 

b. Verse 2 and verse 4 in particular record this kind of desire 

i. Certainly there is a sense in which earthly kings can fulfill this goal 

ii. We know that some kings are far more just than others 

iii. We know that God rewards those who pursue righteousness and God 

demands that those in authority concern themselves with justice for all 

iv. This means that the first portion of our Psalm can be rightly and accurately 

prayed for any King 

c. Nevertheless, we also realize that every earthly King is fallen 

i. There is no one righteous and, therefore, no mere mortal can totally fulfill 

this hope 



d. Even more importantly, the fact that the Bible calls our attention to this prayer 

shows us that it should be our heart’s desire 

i. We should long for a King who does rule and reign righteously 

ii. The very fact that we desire such a thing communicates a deeper hope that 

one day we will be governed by such a King 

e. The good news is that Jesus is the ultimate fulfillment of this prayer 

i. Christ is the One who rules righteously (Isaiah 32:1) 

ii. He is the fulfillment of this Psalm 

2. Second, there is a prayer here for worldwide reign 

a. Now, in David and Solomon’s day, there was a sense in which the nation of Israel 

desired and attempted to expand her borders 

b. Regardless, the fact is that no King ever ruled “from sea to sea” (v. 8 

c. Does this mean that the prayers of God’s people were ineffectual? 

d. No! it was right for God’s people to expect the Lord to reward their faithful living 

with increasing territory but it was also obvious that God must send a better King if 

He were to rule over all 

e. Jesus is the fulfillment of this prayer 

i. Jesus is the King who rules over all things (Matthew 28:16; 1 Peter 3:22) 

ii. At Jesus’ name every knee will bow and every tongue confess that He is God, 

and therefore the ruler over all, to the glory of the Father (Philippians 2:10) 

3. Third, there is a prayer for a long reign 

a. Even the greatest earthly kings pass away 

b. This is because they are still sinners and, therefore, are under the curse that leads to 

death 

c. One of the great problems in Old Testament history is found in transition 

d. Sometimes the people are given a good King or leader, only to have him die and 

need to be replaced! 

e. Consequently, the people would pray for a long reign for a good king 

f. This was good, and right, but it was never ultimate 

g. Jesus is the eternal King, the One who ultimately fulfills the heartbeat behind this 

portion of the text 

i. His name is the One that endures forever (v. 17) 

ii. He is the first and the last (Revelation 1:17) 

4. In these ways, and many more, we see Christ in the Old Testament 

a. Even as Solomon ruled and reigned, the people prayed for One who would be 

greater than Solomon 

b. He arrived hundreds of years later in the flesh and He has now ascended where He 

rules all things until He comes again to set up His Kingdom in its glory with us 

forever!  


