
Psalm 71 

 Our Psalm for the week was written by King David at the end of his life. We can know this by 

examining the language he employs in the Psalm. Repeatedly the King repeats of God’s faithfulness 

even in his old age. As such, the Psalm is a reprisal of God’s faithfulness and of all the lessons that 

have been taught the old, wise, and largely faithful King. In today’s lesson I’d like to examine the 

value of the wisdom that comes from years of experience in the Lord’s classroom. 

1. The source of true knowledge 

a. This might be a basic point, but in verse 17 we read of David’s teacher 

b. David says “you” have taught me 

i. The “you” in question is clearly the Lord 

ii. It is God who has taught David so many life lessons and truths about His 

character and deeds 

c. As was true with David, it still is imperative for men to be taught of God 

i. There are many sources of supposed knowledge but only One us infinitely 

qualified 

ii. As a young man, David devoted himself to learning God’s ways and even in 

his old age he is still a learner 

d. There is a word here for all generations 

i. Young folks, understand that you don’t know everything! In fact, there are 

so many things to learn that you will never exhaust God’s knowledge  

1. I pray you steward the years you have in such a way as to devote 

your energy and time to learning  

ii. Senior adults, you haven’t arrived either 

1. Our God is infinite and this means that He is never fully known 

2. There are still things to learn, concepts to master and realities to 

understand 

2. The responsibility that comes with knowledge 

a. As David rounds the proverbial corner of life, one could understand if he expressed a 

desire to just pack it in! 

b. He had experienced many battles in his life, he had endured countless obstacles and 

tribulations and he was undoubtedly tired 

c. Nevertheless, David’s prayer is that God would continue to guide him until the King 

could proclaim your might to another generation 

d. David’s desire was to impart what God had taught him to others 

e. We do not learn for our personal benefit alone, instead everything that we are 

taught is to be passed on to others who need to hear and comprehend truth as well 

f. This includes: 

i. Our children 

ii. Our grandchildren 

iii. Younger believers 

iv. Less mature saints 



g. Folks, I pray that your life is one of continued devotion to the Lord 

h. That you are constantly concerned with knowing God more deeply for the purpose 

of your own maturity and the blessing of others as well! 


