
Psalm 67 

 Today’s passage is a short but meaningful Psalm on the subject of God’s glory through 

blessing. Specifically, the Psalm is written as a prayer request, seeking God’s blessing, I would 

venture to guess that most of our prayers have some similar sentiment in them! We like to ask for 

blessing and there is nothing wrong with beseeching God for His favor. Nevertheless, the truly 

interesting aspect of this Psalm is found not so much in the request itself but in the stated 

motivation for the request. In this Psalm we read that our blessings from God are a primary way we 

demonstrate God’s character to the world who needs to know Him. 

1. The request (v. 1) 

a. The request is somewhat vague in nature 

b. As we begin this portion of the passage, we read a desire for God to be “gracious” 

and “bless us” 

c. First, it is important that we understand the identity of “us” 

i. The “us” in question is the nation of Israel, God’s chosen people 

ii. In this Psalm, there is a request of God from God’s people that He shine 

upon them as a group 

d. Second, it is important to note the kind of blessing that the Psalmist has in mind 

i. Most commentators agree that this was a Psalm that was written as a 

thanksgiving for a fruitful harvest (see v. 6) 

ii. The point then is that the specific manifestation of blessing would be 

obvious for all to see 

iii. An abundant harvest is the kind of thing that lost and saved men can 

recognize and appreciate! This is key to understanding the rest of the Psalm 

2. The stated intent of the blessing (v. 2 and 3) 

a. Now, it is not unusual or strange for a person to ask God to bless the work of man’s 

hands 

b. We are all prone to ask for material blessings 

c. First, we must note that the request itself is not evil 

i. Obviously Scripture is inspired by God and, therefore, if we read of a general 

request such as the one recorded in our passage today, we must see that 

God condones the action 

ii. It is perfectly acceptable to ask the Lord for blessings but our motivation 

matters 

d. Second, notice the intent of the request 

i. The first portion of the Psalm turns in verse 2 with the term “that” 

ii. The phrase denotes the intended result of the request 

1. The Psalm has asked for something “that” something else would take 

place 

iii. It is imperative that we rightly understand the heart behind the “that” 

1. What becomes clear is that the Psalm is asking for material blessing 

for the ultimate purpose of God’s glory 



2. The reason for the request of abundance is that the rest of the world 

would see the prosperity of God’s people and recognize God’s 

goodness! 

3. This would result in the cry of verse 3 “the peoples praise you, O 

God” 

iv. The point is that this is not a selfish prayer, it is a prayer that is aimed at our 

joy, our fellow man’s joy in salvation, and God’s glory! 

e. If all of your prayers for abundance or blessing were answered, would the result be 

an increase in the people who give God glory? Is there a category in your mind for 

thinking of leveraging God’s obvious goodness in your situation for the glory of His 

name and the salvation of more people? 


