
Psalm 66 

 The Bible is a diverse book. It is diverse in the genre that it utilizes (historic narrative, 

wisdom literature, poetry, epistles, etc.), it is diverse in its proclamations (judgment, blessings, etc.) 

and it is diverse in its intended audience. Our Psalm for today illustrates one of the ways the Bible 

weaves back and forth between intended subjects as we see the corporate and individual nature of 

God’s faithfulness. In this passage we read that God is faithful to His people as a group AND that 

faithfulness is carried into His concern for His individual children as well. 

1. God’s Corporate Faithfulness 

a. Notice the pronouns in verses 1-12 

i. “they passed”; “we rejoiced” (v. 6) 

ii. “our God” (v. 8) 

iii. “our soul” (v. 9) 

b. In all these things, the Psalmist is clearly recounting God’s dealings with a group of 

people 

c. As we read the context, it becomes clear that the point of the Psalm is God’s 

covenantal faithfulness to His children, corporately 

d. The Psalmist recounts God’s goodness in bringing the children of Israel out of Egypt, 

through the Red Sea 

i. God tested the people but ultimately saved and preserved them 

ii. He is now known amongst His people as a faithful, powerful and Sovereign 

God 

e. As such, the first part of the Psalm reminds us that God’s plan is one of corporate 

salvation 

i. God has not come to save individuals; God has come to redeem souls in 

order to preserve them as a people! 

ii. This was true in the Old Testament through Israel; it is true in the New 

Testament through the church 

f. This might seem like an unimportant point, but it shouldn’t be! 

i. You see, if we begin to think of God’s character as being manifest in His 

faithfulness to His people globally, then we walk into numerous reasons and 

evidences of His goodness and faithfulness 

ii. How do we know that God is worthy to be praised? Well, one reason is that 

God has shown concern for our brothers  

1. When God protects and saves those in other countries, or in other 

time periods, or in other churches, He is still revealing His power and 

character for our good! 

2. This is one reason why church history is so important! 

a. The God who preserved Martin Luther, who empowered 

Jonathan Edwards, who led Augustine, who emboldened 

William Tyndale and the like is the God we serve today 



b. If we knew their stories, we would see more evidence and 

manifestations of God’s might that would strengthen us 

today 

3. Is this not what the Psalmist is doing here? Is he not looking back 

over the history of the people of God in order to praise God for the 

demonstration of His character in the moment? 

2. God’s individual faithfulness 

a. Now, the Psalm pivots in verse 13, and we see this by noting the change in verbiage  

b. From v. 13 onward, the pronouns are in the first person 

i. “I will come into your house…” (v. 13) 

ii. “That which my lips uttered…” (v. 14) 

iii. “He has not rejected my prayer…” (v. 20) 

c. In these things, we see that the Psalmist is intent on taking God’s corporate 

faithfulness and showing how He deals in like manner with each of His children 

d. Just like God listened to the cries of His people in Egypt, so God has listened to the 

cries of this individual 

e. Just as God did not remove His steadfast love from Israel, so God has not removed 

His steadfast love from the Psalmist 

f. In these things, we read and understand that God’s dealings with “us” give us great 

cause to hope in His dealings with “me” 

g. God is not just concerned with the big group, He is also intent on being faithful and 

merciful to each of His sheep! 


