
Psalm 64 

 It’s been said that you don’t know what you don’t know. In fact, some of the greatest 

wisdom a mere mortal can embrace is neatly summarized in the above phrase. There are so many 

hidden realities and agreements behind closed doors that simply preclude us from knowing, and 

therefore, responding in any measured, responsible sense. This might sound a bit depressing, and it 

would be if there was no faithful God! However, we believe that there is a Sovereign, Omnipotent 

(all-powerful) and omniscient (all-knowing) God who is ruling and reigning in such a way as to 

shepherd His children. This truth dictates how we are to act in a tumultuous world and our Psalm 

today shows us three keys to navigating challenging and mysterious tribulations. 

 The larger point of the Psalm is that David knows that there are wicked folks around him. He 

is aware enough to realize that trouble awaits him but he also knows that he is not able to be privy 

to their schemes. This would make him vulnerable (if there were no God) but in light of God’s 

presence and favor, the reality of the wicked simply drives him to God’s presence. In David’s 

example, we can learn a ton about how to seek protection and wisdom from unforeseen enemies 

and circumstances. 

1. First, we should cry out to God 

a. Notice how David begins this conversation with God as he says “hear my voice” 

b. This is a confession that David needs God’s attention 

c. He understands and recognizes that the enemies he fight are too deceptive and 

undetectable for him 

d. Instead of attempting to circumvent their schemes with his own wisdom and 

strength, David immediately realizes that his best, and only, recourse is to seek God  

i. This means that God must hear him 

e. There is a certain desperation in this cry, a certain recognition that God must listen if 

David has any hope 

f. When you deal with challenging seasons, when was the last time you spoke to God 

about them at all? 

i. I’m afraid that the Lord is rarely consulted and even less commonly pursued 

in moments of trouble or in threatening times 

2. Second, we should pray for preservation 

a. Notice here that David asks the Lord to “preserve my life” 

b. Once again, this is a humble request from a dedicated disciple 

i. I want you to consider for just a moment, the identity of the one writing 

ii. David is God’s anointed, he is the one who has been ushered into the office 

of King and blessed beyond measure 

iii. Yet, even in his prosperity and ascension, David continues to realize that it is 

God alone who will preserve him 

c. Sometimes, we can become a bit too puffed up for our own good 

i. It is easy to think too highly of ourselves or get lost in our accomplishments 

to the detriment of our prayers and humility 



ii. Folks, if you are going to truly persevere in this life, it will be because of 

God’s preserving grace and sustaining power! 

iii. May this drive us to our knees in prayer 

3. Third, David prays for God’s protection 

a. The phrase “hide me” (v. 2) can denote the traditional idea of disguise from an 

enemy but it also can be a request for God’s supernatural shelter 

b. In Psalm 17:8, we see a utilization of the phrase in the sense of God’s protection 

i. It seems that David is not requesting natural camouflage as much as he is 

seeking God’s powerful presence and protection! 

c. He knows that he is facing real, substantial and wily enemies and so he requests 

God’s sheltering arm 

i. This is a humble statement and it is also an illuminating request 

ii. David wants to be “hidden” or found with God!  

iii. He realizes that God’s sustaining power is enough 

d. Do you? 

i. When was the last time you sought God’s presence and confessed your need 

for His protection? 

ii. Are you guilty of pursuing your own safety, using your own means, in your 

own strength? 

iii. Or, are you crying out to God for protection and security, confessing your 

inability to even correctly consider all that may threaten you? Are you 

desperate for an audience with God, preservation from God and the 

presence of God? 


