
Psalm 59 
 As we read the book of Psalms, many of the individual prayers sound familiar. Today’s 
passage is a marvelous example of a prayer of David that has been uttered from our lips as well. 
Who among us has not prayed for protection from our enemies (either known or unknown)? Most 
of us know what its like to feel like we are in danger, either physically or otherwise, and to cry out 
to God for His Sovereign intervention and protection.  
 What interests me about this Psalm is not so much the initial content of the prayer, 
particularly the portion recorded beginning in verse 11, what is of so much fascination to me is the 
stated desire or goal of David’s prayer. 
 Simply stated, David does not pray for his protection ultimately for his own preservation, 
David’s stated desire in his prayer is for God’s exaltation in David’s circumstances. In other words, 
David is praying for God to intervene in his life in order for the world to see, marvel, fear and 
worship the God that protects the man. I wonder how many of us pray in similar ways… 

1. The Reason for David’s prayer 
a. David is praying curses on those who threaten him and for good reason! 

i. You will see in verse 12 that these men were known by the sins of their 
mouths 

1. We know from other passages that the words that a man uses are 
the tangible demonstrations of the state of their hearts (see 
Matthew 12:34 & Luke 6:45) 

2. This means that David is praying for God’s right judgment against his 
enemies in light of their unrepentant and habitual sin 

b. These men hated David, but more importantly they hated God 
i. You see, their indignation was aimed at David precisely because he 

represented the God that they despised 
ii. Ultimately, their disdain for David did not terminate on the man, it was 

fixated on the righteousness of the One that David represented 
iii. Men sin because they are unrighteous, rebels against a holy God who has 

given them both a conscience which they sear and a written revelation to 
guide them. By their words they demonstrate that they hate what God has 
said and what God has directed, therefore they hate God  

2. The desire of David’s prayer 
a. David realizes this truth and he also understands that the goal of all things isn’t 

ultimately his preservation but God’s glory 
b. God is the One who deserves the praises of His people and God is the One who is 

offended by man’s wicked sin  
i. David confessed as such earlier in Psalms (see Psalm 51:4) 

ii. Furthermore, man’s sin is always undergirded by the desire to BE God (see 
the garden of Eden in Genesis 3, specifically Satan’s temptation) 

iii. What man is doing when he sins against his God-given conscience and the 
explicit teaching of the Word of God is effectively cosmic treason 

1. He is setting himself up as his own ruler and his own authority 
2. He is seating himself on the throne of his heart, making any idea of 

God secondary to his own judgments 
c. This means that all sin is an afront to God because it is a disavowal of God’s place as 

the Sovereign of the universe 



d. It also means that it is good, and right, to pray that God would avenge those who 
persecute us (by “us” I mean those who represent the authority of Christ) because 
we realize that their hatred towards us is just a manifestation of their hatred 
towards the God we represent 

3. All of life is about God’s glory and our joy in knowing and serving Him 
a. Therefore, when we are attacked or mistreated, we understand that God is the One 

who is rightly and ultimately offended 
i. The good news is that we are not in a position to choose (either us, or God) 

ii. Instead, we believe that when God avenges His name and triumphs for His 
glory, He does so on our behalf. 

iii. As David was validated, His God was praised and His wisdom and insight in 
knowing and serving God were established even as his position as God’s 
anointed was confirmed 

b. Today, you may pray for God’s protection, provision, etc. but why do you pray? 
i. Do you ask for selfish reasons or do you pray with a desire to glorify God and 

a conviction that as you do so you will find true joy (found as you do what 
you were created for) and true comfort (discovered when God answers your 
prayers, affirming His concern and presence in your life) 


