
Psalm 58 

 It is a fact of life in this fallen world that many who are in power are corrupt and immoral. 

Beginning with the fall of man in the Garden of Eden, the world has been stained by sin and the 

chief creation of God in the world, mankind, is the chief indicator of sin and its impact! The entirety 

of the Old Testament tells a story of the brokenness of man and the reality of immoral and ungodly 

leadership at the highest levels. As you read the books of 1 and 2 Kings, you will see the repetition 

and proliferation of ungodly rulers, even amongst God’s chosen people! This didn’t change in New 

Covenant times. The history of the church is one that is told largely underneath the auspices of evil 

leadership. Whether it be Nero, Diocletian, Napoleon, Hitler or modern-day rulers and authorities, 

God’s people have often lived underneath tyrants. Today’s text serves as both instruction for how 

to pray in those moments and a reminder of our hope even in dark times. 

1. The indictment 

a. The Psalm opens with two rhetorical questions… “Do you decree what is right?” and 

“do you judge the children of man uprightly?”  

b. The answer to both of those questions is a resounding “no!” 

c. Those who were in power in David’s day are not unlike many who are in positions of 

authority today… they were (and are) guilty of condoning evil and making incorrect, 

immoral judgments! 

d. It is instructive to note that God sees this… I wonder if we believe this to be true 

i. One of the most encouraging realities of this Psalm is the acknowledgement 

by God that all of these characteristics are true and understood by the 

Sovereign of the Universe 

2. The Evaluation 

a. Why is it that these men are guilty of wrongs and violence? The answer is found in 

their very being 

b. As is always the case, actions are simply the overflow of our spiritual state 

i. When the heart is corrupt sin is the obvious and only result! 

ii. These corrupt rulers are guilty of: 

1. Lies 

2. Venom that destroys anyone it infects 

iii. In view here is an overarching, all-encompassing sinfulness which 

encompasses both destructive words and deeds 

iv. The effect of these things is destruction 

c. One point of note, the analogy of the snake is furthered by the reality that it is a 

deaf asp! It literally is uncontrollable, even by an outside force that would seek to 

tame its venom (like a charmer) 

d. The picture here is of runaway destruction, an individual who is so wicked and 

deadly that no creature can control 

3. The Curse 

a. The prayer is insightful here… notice how David does not pray for their restoration, 

instead he asks for their judgment 



b. He desires to see them “vanish”, “dissolve”, “never see the sun” and be swept away 

c. All of these statements conjure up the image of total destruction 

d. Literally, the hope is for these corrupt rulers to be destroyed 

e. This is not taken into David’s hands; it is the product of David’s prayers to God who 

alone can ensure these men are judged 

4. The Celebration 

a. The result of these judgments will be the righteous’ celebration! 

b. They will rejoice at the justice that is given by God over these corrupt rulers 

c. They will sing for joy as the Sovereign of the Universe takes back His creation and 

becomes the rightful, just, holy and wonderful King 


