
Psalm 54 

 Our chapter for the week is rooted in a specific context, which is found in 1 Samuel 23. In 

this text, David is on the run from Saul and he makes a stop in the southern portion of the Promised 

Land near a town known as Ziph. The Bible tells us that as soon as David begins to take refuge in 

this location, the Ziphites relay back to Saul David’s location. He had been betrayed by evil men who 

wanted to ingratiate themselves to Saul and betray God’s anointed, new king. This prayer is David’s 

recorded prayer of response whereby he cries out to God for His intervention and salvation in the 

midst of pretty bleak circumstances. I want to focus on two things today, first the foundation of 

David’s prayer and second, God’s response. 

1. The foundation of David’s prayer 

a. You will notice in verse 1 that David’s cry is based on a foundation of God’s history 

and attributes 

b. The first phrase of the text beseeches God to save David “by your name” 

i. The name of God is a prevalent theme in the Old Testament 

ii. When the Lord’s name is referred to, it often alludes to all of His perfections 

and attributes that unite together to make Him known 

c. Whereas God the Father does not have a physical body, He is known not by His 

physical appearance but by His providential and mighty actions and His holy 

attributes 

i. These qualities form the basis of David’s prayer 

ii. It was in light of God’s perfections (His holiness, faithfulness, omniscience 

and the like) that David had hope 

1. God’s holiness required that He not lie, which meant that David 

knew he would be ordained as King by God’s decree 

2. His faithfulness necessitated that God would not abandon Him in his 

time of need 

3. His omniscience logically required God to be aware of all that was 

taking place. David knew that God was intimately aware, a reassuring 

truth 

iii. Second, David’s prayer was based on God’s “might” 

1. David was no match for Saul and his armies, but God was 

2. The future King knew that our great God could deliver him precisely 

because our God is mighty to save 

3. It was by his might that he would overcome David’s enemies and 

that is still true today 

iv. Third, notice that David has no plan b 

1. There is no effort on David’s part to pray and then come up with a 

solution 

2. He is singly fixated on God as his source of deliverance and salvation 

d. When you and I pray to God, do we have such a conception of Him? 



i. Have you fixated on God’s majesty, providence, might and faithfulness 

lately? 

ii. Have you considered all that He has done in the past which substantiates 

your faith in Him? 

iii. Have you cried out to Him with conviction that He alone is able to deliver 

you from your circumstances? 

2. The result of David’s prayer 

a. God intervenes in a myriad of ways to deliver His people 

b. Sometimes those events are clearly supernatural (think parting the Red Sea) but 

often they are not as obviously divine 

c. This is an example of God’s intervention through more “typical” ways 

d. In 1 Samuel we read that as Saul was closing in on David, he receives a message that 

the Philistines had invaded the land 

e. This required his attention and halted the pursuit of David for the moment 

f. Now, a blind observer might chalk this up to good fortune or “luck” but we know 

that God orchestrated this event to spare his chosen king 

i. Sometimes we can see the world in a way that minimizes God’s dealings 

with us 

ii. What if David heard this news and thanked the Philistines instead of God! 

iii. That would be a massive mistake but it is the kind of thing that we often do 

in our personal lives 

1. We pray for a medical miracle and then ascribe all the glory to the 

surgeon who was God’s instrument in our preservation 

2. We pray for economic help and then ascribe our success to our own 

skills instead of praising God for His Sovereign hand 

iv. The Lord is in the overtly miraculous and in the seemingly more mundane 

1. In all things He is working to bring about His plan and, therefore, we 

should look to praise Him even when the circumstances aren’t as 

remarkable as we had conceived.  

v. The larger truth is that in all things, God deserves praise for our 

perseverance 

1. He has given you breath, He has spared you from threats you didn’t 

know existed, He has brought together events and circumstances for 

your continued growth and joy… He is a good God who saves you by 

His Name and Might! 


