
Psalm 53 

 Psalm 53 deals with the subject of man’s natural sinful rebelliousness. In so doing, it paints a 

picture that most of us do not like but it also opens our eyes to the need of the Gospel of Christ. 

While the Bible teaches the doctrine of total depravity (man’s innate and complete sinfulness), the 

culture in which we live has very different convictions on the subject. In fact, a major US company 

recently performed a survey of their clients. Picking out 1000 men and women from their database, 

they asked a series of questions including this one: Are people inherently good? The answer was 

astounding to me as 83 percent of the people surveyed answered that people were, in fact, good by 

nature. It would interest me to hear those folks articulate why they think the world is in such 

shambles but, even more to the point, it is imperative for us to note that this faulty belief is sinister 

in that it precludes men and women from looking outside of their own lives and souls for help. If 

people are inherently good, then the answer to their issues and the evil in their lives is intrinsic. 

They simply need to look within themselves and find the good that resides deep in their souls. 

However, the biblical teaching on the subject is categorically different.  

1. The universal nature of the Psalm 

a. Notice here that David categorizes the totality of the human race in this psalm 

i. “there is none who does good” 

ii. “they have all fallen away” 

iii. “there is none that does good, not even one” 

b. There is little ambiguity in the text as David asserts over and over again that all men 

are naturally evil, rebellious and sinful 

c. This is not a unique idea in the Scriptures either 

i. In fact, there are a multitude of Scriptures that speak to this same reality 

ii. See: Jeremiah 17:9, Ephesians 2:1-3, Romans 3:23, Genesis 6:5, Ecclesiastes 

7:20, etc. 

d. The point is that man is, by nature, evil to his core and opposed to the things of God 

e. The result of this reality is troublesome  

i. No one seeks God, why? Because they are naturally opposed to Him! 

1. Some believers may respond by saying that they sought God, how 

could David be correct? The answer is that they sought God only 

AFTER God sought them. While they may not have realized it yet, the 

Father was drawing these souls to Himself and without His Divine 

intervention, they wouldn’t have come! 

ii. No one understands 

1. Not only do men not care to find God, but they are also not even 

able to understand what He teaches or who He is 

2. The realities of the Gospel are spiritually discerned 

3. Without the Divine Illumination of the Spirit, natural man cannot 

understand the beauty and glory of Christ and the Gospel (1 

Corinthians 2:14) 



4. Our natural hearts are hardened towards God (this means they are 

imperceptive to His existence and His commands) and our minds are 

darkened (this means that we cannot see what is really there by 

virtue of the effect of sin in our lives) (Ephesians 4:18) 

2. The worldwide need of mankind 

a. This being the case, man is in desperate need of Divine intervention 

b. This intervention must include seeking the lost (after all, the lost don’t seek God), 

reconciling the lost to God (sin is a rebellion against God that must be atoned for)  

c. All of these things are recognized by David and they form the impetus behind his 

wish in verse 6 

d. David looks forward to a day that has now come for believers… the day when 

salvation would be made available out of Zion 

i. Jesus is that salvation, and the good news (the Gospel) is that He solves all of 

the problems that sin creates 

e. Jesus seeks us when we could not, or would not, seek the Lord (Luke 19:10) 

f. Jesus reconciles us to God by atoning for our sins, thereby paying the debt we owe 

which estranges us from His presence (2 Corinthians 5:18) 

 


